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THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko) took the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers. 

PETITION - REGIONAL PARK SOUTH OF GUILDERTON 
ESTABLISHMENT TO PROTECT MOORE RIVER AND DUNES 

MRS HENDERSON (Thorn lie) [2.02 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We the undersigned respectfully request that the Government establish a Regional Park 
immediately to the south of Guilderton in order to protect the mouth and lower reaches of the 
Moore River and the significant dunes and coastal heathland south of the mouth of the Moore 
River. 

We request that the Government take urgent action to acquire this land before it is further rezoned 
or developed, 

and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

The petition bears 70 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House. 

A similar petition was presented by Mr Brown (115 signatures). 

[See petitions Nos 43 and 46.] 

PETITION - WEST RAIL, PENSIONERS' FREE TRIP, RESTRICTIONS 

MRS ROBERTS (Glendalough) [2.03 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We the undersigned people of Western Australia object to the Court Government's decision to 
restrict pensioners from taking their one free Westrail trip over Christmas and New Year when 
family reunions are so important. We also object to the restrictions on free travel at Easter and 
during school holidays. We calion the Government to immediately cancel the restrictions on this 
one free travel pass per year and to restore the choice to pensioners to travel at a time that suits 
them and their families. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and 
your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

The petition bears 55 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House. 

A similar petition was presented by Mrs Hallahan (98 signatures). 

[See petitions Nos 44 and 45.] 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON DELEGATED LEGISLATION 

Report into i995 Review of Operations, Tabling 

Mr Bloffwitch presented the report of the Joint Standing Commiuee on Delegated Legislation into the 1995 
review of operations, and on his motion it was resolved -

That the report do lie upon the Table and be printed. 

[See paper No 236.] 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - MINISTER FOR FAIR TRADING 

Standing Commiltee on Uniform Legislation and intergovernmental Agreements, 
Twelfth Report on Competition Policy; Government's Response to Recommendations, 

Tabling 

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley - Minister for Fair Trading) [2.14 pm]: On 29 January 1996 the Standing 
Committee on Uniform Legislation and Intergovernmental Agreements handed down its twelfth report 
headed "Competition Policy: Consideration of the Implementation of a National Competition Policy". The 
standing commiuee, pursuant to Standing Order No 378(c) of the Legislative Assembly, directed that-
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The responsible Ministers be required within not more than three months, or at the earliest 
opportunity after that time if Parliament is in adjournment or recess, to report to the House as to 
the action, if any, proposed to be taken by the Government with respect to the recommendations 
of this report 

The Government welcomes the valuable contribution that the standing committee report makes in relation 
to the implementation of national competition policy in Western Australia. Implementation of the national 
competition policy package in Western Australia will result in significant benefits to the State. Its 
objectives are consistent with the Government's commitment to microeconomic and general market 
reforms. It is imperative to ensure that greater competition is pursued not for competition's sake but for net 
benefits to the Western Australian and Australian communities. Microeconomic reform must be about 
reducing costs for businesses, providing a more productive environment for the Australian economy 
generally and increasing the standard of living for Western Australians. 

The Government holds as crucial to the success of any microeconomic reform agenda a necessity to ensure 
that consistency and quality of service to consumers is improved, not just maintained. With greater 
emphasis being placed on corporatisation of public utilities to provide greater commercial focus to their 
operations it is vital to ensure that adequate procedures are in place to protect the quality of service 
provided by those entities. 

I table the Government's response to the 10 substantive recommendations of the standing committee's 
report 

[See paper No 233.] 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - MINISTER FOR PLANNING 

Fremamle Amendment. Tabling 

MR LEWIS (Applecross - Minister for Planning) [2.l6 pm]: The State Government today presents 
finalised planning documents which will protect and enhance the unique qualities of the Fremantle area. 
The port city is a special place for many Western Australians, and in recognition of this, the State 
Government prepared a strategy for the region's growth early in its term of office. 

In December 1994 I released the Fremantle Regional Strategy which was prepared by the Ministry for 
Planning in conjunction with the Western Australian Planning Commission and the Fremantle City 
Council. The major recommendations of the planning strategy are now being implemented in the form of 
the Fremantle Amendment. The amendment contains a total of 16 changes to zonings in the metropolitan 
region scheme, which is the major planning blueprint for Perth. 

There has been extensive public consultation in the formulation of the plans I present to the House today. 
During the preparation of the regional strategy ,public opinion was sought on a wide range of planning 
issues and more recently people were asked to make submissions on specific proposals advertised in the 
draft amendment. Over the extended four month advertising period the Western Australian Planning 
Commission received 544 submissions and convened hearings for 56 interested parties. Considerable time 
has been spent evaluating the concerns expressed in the submissions and as a result a number of changes 
have been made which reflect the desires of the community. The main changes are-

The proposal to widen Canning Highway between Stirling Bridge and Allen Street in East 
Fremantle has been deleted. However, the future reservation needs for Canning Highway between 
Stirling Bridge and Petra Street will be reviewed. 

Two historic properties on Canning Highway west of the bridges, one on the corner of Glyde 
Street and the other on the comer of Hubble Street, will now not be affected by the road widening. 

Stirling Highway in North Fremantle and Mosman Park will have a reduced road widening 
requirement on some sections, which has minimised the number of properties affected and 
diminished considerably the amount of reservation required. 

Cypress Hill in North Fremantle will have additional land reserved for parks and recreation use, 
including Lots 20 and 21 Ainslie Road. This will complement the North Fremantle-Rocky Bay 
heritage trail along the river foreshore. 

In North Fremantle, road requirements have been refined for the proposed new Port Beach Road. 

I now table the Fremantle amendment. 

[See papers Nos 234A-F.] 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT • MINISTER FOR HEALTH 

Ministerial Task Force on Mental Health Report. Tabling 

MR PRINCE (Albany - Minister for Health) [2.18 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to table the report of 
the Ministerial Task Force on Mental Health. This watershed report is the result of a year's intensive work 
by 20 dedicated people who have devoted considerable time to improving Western Australia's public 
health services. The passion and insight they brought to the task is reflected in the depth and quality of 
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their findings and it is clear that their work will have a significant effect on mental health services in this 
State. 

I want to thank all members of the task force for their efforts, and particularly the chairman, Hon Derrick 
Tomlinson, MLC. I also should mention the foresight and drive of the previous Minister for Health, 
Graham Kierath, who acted swiftly and decisively to establish the task force when he became aware that 
our mental health services needed a helping hand. 

The Ministerial Task Force on Mental Health was established in March 1995 by Mr Kierath as a result of 
significant public and professional concern about the state of mental health services in Western Australia. 
To ensure that it represented a broad range of skills and a deep understanding of the problem, the task force 
included psychiatrists, other mental health providers - government, non-government and private - and 
consumers, both those who had suffered mental illness and family members of people with mental illness. 
The task force looked at psychiatric emergency services; management structure for mental health; 
resources for hospital and community services; training - rural and remote issues; child and adolescent 
services; and the private/public sector interface in mental health. A mental health legislation drafting 
group was also established and included a number of task force members. The collective experience, 
research and debate of the task force committees and a working group, involving some 30 additional 
people, contributed to the substantial nature of the report and its recommendations. In reaching its 
conclusions, the task force took 179 written and 78 verbal submissions from interested organisations and 
the general public and it is clear that the many people and organisations who contributed added great 
strength to the report and its findings. 

The three principal issues which underpin its findings are -

1. The need for a substantially greater level of resources to be allocated to mental health; 

2. the need for an identifiable, stable mental health structure within the W A health system; and 

3. the need for modern mental health legislation giving appropriate protection to the rights of 
patients. 

The first four of the task force's overall recommendations are-

1. That the level of expenditure on specialised mental health services be substantially increased to a 
minimum of 10 per cent of the WA Health budget within five years. This has been addressed 
through the increase in mental health funds through the 1996-97 state Budget and the commitment 
of $40 million over the next three years. 

2. That the State Government give urgent priority to the enactment of the Mental Health Bill. I will 
make every effort to have this new mental health legislation enacted before the end of this year. 

3. That an identified, separate structure be established for mental health, within the Health 
Department. This has al~eady been addressed through the establishment of the mental health 
division and the mental health clinical directorates as set out in the draft state mental health plan, 
which is to be launched tomorrow. 

4. That a statewide mental health reference group or advisory committee be established to advise the 
Minister and the commissioner, to monitor the implementation of the draft state plan and the task 
force recommendations, and the new mental health legislation and associated structures. 

This will be achieved through the establishment of a mental health advisory board which has already been 
indicated in the Health Department's restructure and in the draft state plan. The task force further 
recommended the allocation of funds in 1995-96 to priority projects in mental health. I have endorsed 
those funding recommendations. The hard work of the task force is done. Now the clear responsibility lies 
with us to implement its recommendations within the framework set by the draft state mental health plan -
after its final consultation and adoption by the Government - and to create a dynamic, effective public 
mental health service for Western Australia. 

Mr Speaker, I now table the report of the Ministerial Task Force on Mental Health Volumes 1 and 2. 

[See papers Nos 235A-B.] 

[Questions without notice taken.] 

MATTER OF PUBLIC INTEREST - SELECT COMMITTEE ON HEAVY TRANSPORT, 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON USE OF ROAD TRAINS IN METROPOLITAN AREA 

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): Today I received a letter from the member for Armadale seeking to debate 
as a matter of public interest the Minister for Transport's rejection of the recommendations of the all party 
Select Committee on Heavy Transport on the use of road trains in the metropolitan area. The matter 
appears to me to be in order, and if at least five members stand in support of the matter, it shall proceed on 
the usual basis. 

[Five members rose in their places.] 

The SPEAKER: Half an hour will be allocated to members on my left, half an hour to members on my 
right, and three minutes in total to the Independent members, should they seek the call. 
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MRS HALLAHAN (Armadale) [2.55 pm]: I move-

That this House supports the recommendations of the all party Select Committee on Heavy 
Transport on the use of road trains in the metropolitan area and condemns the Minister for 
Transport for his irresponsible rejection of the committee's recommendations and his 
contemptuous disdain for the safety of the community. 

Further, this House calls on the Premier to require this Minister to either accept proper standards 
of ministerial acco~ntability in relation to this matter or resign. 

The Opposition is concerned at the attitude of the Minister for Transport following the report of the Select 
Committee on Heavy Transport. The select committee did thorough work over a long period. As I said 
last week, during that period the Minister continued to make changes which the Opposition believes put the 
motoring public of Western Australia at risk. The main problem is the threat to safety. The majority of the 
recommendations of the select committee are about safety. Recommendation 71 is the focus of our 
attention today. In that recommendation road trains are deemed by the committee not to be acceptable on 
metropolitan roads because the risks are too high and because the Government has not taken sufficient 
measures to overcome the problems associated with those heavy, long vehicles. Recommendation 71 
states -

Road trains should not be permitted access to the metropolitan area beyond existing breakdown 
points prior to: 

(a) (i) further research into road train capability and stability; and 

(ii) the development of a comprehensive risk analysis and safety case; 

or 

(b) the provision of dedicated, or limited-access, lanes and/or roads. 

The committee came to a considered position. As members will know, the committee members were 
drawn from the three parties in this House. It could not have been predicted at the outset that there would 
be consensus on the report or, indeed, on a recommendation such as recommendation 71. 

The Minister's response to the committee was alarming. He welcomed the report of the select committee 
to divert attention from the fact that this State faces a serious situation. He said that safety measures had 
already been carried out and that they went further than the recommendations in the report It seems that 
the Minister and his staff, and the Minister's colleagues who support him, have deliberately misunderstood 
or overlooked the recommendations of the report, particularly recommendation 71. In my speech last week 
I referred to a 1990 report that made it clear that some roads were not satisfactory for the traffic they were 
then carrying and that they were certainly not suitable for road trains. That was before the developments 
that have continued since 1990. In 1994, 1995 and 1996 the Minister has been hellbent on meeting the 
demands of some sections of the road transport industry by allowing heavy vehicles through the 
metropolitan area and into depots with their freight. 

The Opposition does not want to make more expensive or more difficult the task of the freight industry. It 
understands that it is central to the economy of this State and to the lifestyle of Western Australians. 
However, we believe it can be carried out without creating additional risks to safety and to life on our 
roads. That is where we part company with the Minister for Transport and, indeed, with the Government if 
.it does not over a short period make changes that reflect the recommendations of the select committee. 

I draw the attention of members to some aspects of the select committee report because they may not all 
have had time to read it; members are busy people. It is a good report and it is prepared in a readable way. 
It states at page 123 -

The Committee has been unable to obtain comprehensive data about the braking and stability of 
the range of long vehicles and road trains currently using metropolitan roads. Chapter 6.2.3 
discusses the acknowledged industry concerns with the compatibility of the braking characteristics 
of certain combinations of trailers and trucks, and FORS' review of the relevant design rules. 

The consultants found, based on computer simulation, that for a 33 metre, two trailer road train, 
the rear or 'dog' trailer is approximately 40% more likely to roll in a crash than the equivalent 
articulated vehicle. They also tested rearward amplification because of its significance in 
emergency avoidance manoeuvres, such as suddenly moving out of a traffic lane. They found that 
the double bottom road train has significantly higher rearward amplification than the block truck 
with trailer. 

Despite the fact that the information that came to the committee was available to the Minister for 
Transport, he decided to allow those vehicles onto metropolitan roads, where it is more likely that they will 
need to take emergency avoidance procedures; and, in a crash, the rear or dog trailer is approximately 40 
per cent more likely to roll. 

I am pleased the Deputy Premier and Leader of the National Party has remained in the House, because it 
seems to us, either rightly or wrongly, as it seems to the community, that whenever a criticism is made of 
the Minister for Transport - and there is a great deal of criticism of the Minister for Transport - the Leader 
of the National Party twists the arm of various government members behind their backs and says to them, 



1856 [ASSEMBLY] 

"In no way will the Minister for Transport be reprimanded or removed from his position." Neither the 
Leader of the National Party nor the Premier is acting with sufficient ministerial accountability or 
leadership, because we have seen a saga of serious actions by the Minister for Transport and, on each 
occasion that there has been a public outcry, the Deputy Premier and Leader of the National Party has 
defended his National Party colleague. Loyalty is one thing, but in the case of the safety of the community 
and the financial cost to this State and to industry, the Deputy Premier has far exceeded the bounds of 
loyalty to his colleague. 

I asked the Minister for Transport a question about this matter, as shadow Minister for Transport and as the 
member for Armadale, because Albany Highway, which is the south east route out of themetro{X?litan area, 
runs through my electorate, so heavy transport is a major issue in my electorate. I was cntical of the 
Minister for Transport and the Government because they had introduced onto metropolitan roads vehicles 
of up to 36.5 metres length, and that had occurred during the time that the committee was genuinely 
engaging in its task of determining what should be the parameters for heavy transport in Western Australia. 
The Minister for Transport has made many significant decisions that impact upon the safety of Western 
Australian motorists, and industry sources believe the risks that are being taken are not justified by the 
economic benefits. I made the point that the least the Minister could do, having made those decisions, was 
to carry out a high profile and comprehensive awareness and education program which would involve 
television, print and radio media. I said it was negligent of the Minister not to carry out such a program. 

Last week I received a letter from the Minister, which said that because each of the trailers in these 
combinations had its own braking system, there was no additional hazard to other road users. However, if 
that is the case, why has the Government put amber flashing lights onto roads which are now by definition 
approved for road trains and long vehicles, and why has it made a series of modifications to intersections 
on those roads? Long vehicles are now 30 metres long, a national classification adopted since the 
committee be~an its deliberations. Why do road trains have to travel 10 kilometres below the speed limit 
for other vehIcles, why can these vehicles not travel past schools at peak activity times, and why do 
curfews apt?ly to these vehicles, if their braking systems are so effective that they do not constitute a risk to 
other vehicles? There is an absolute contradiction in the Minister's letter, and it illustrates his confusion 
and his unsubstantiated assertion that all is well with allowing these vehicles onto metropolitan roads. 

Since the committee's report was tabled last week, road train drivers and owners and operators have told 
me that the Government has made a serious error of judgment in allowing these vehicles into the 
metropolitan area, and also that there are no economic benefits. Last week the member for Northern Rivers 
gave the clear example Qf frei~ht charges. Carnarvon is about 1 000 km from Perth and is the point from 
which road trains can go in trIple formation north to places like Port Hedland; yet the freight rate on that 
route is exactly the same as that on the inland route through Wubin. Road trains can go in double 
formation to Wubin, and from there in triple formation north to Meekatharra and Port Hedland, so none of 
the so-called benefits is being passed onto the community. 

Mr Marlborough: There is a 700 km difference. 

Mrs HALLAHAN: Yes. It is about 260 km to Wubin from Perth. That is an excellent case study, and the 
Government might like to justify that, because neither the north west community nor the metropolitan 
community is benefiting from the triple formation being brought as far south as Wubin. The road between 
Perth and Wubin is narrow and is not sufficient for double road trains. 

Mr Lewis: When were you last on it? 

Mrs HALLAHAN: When was the Minister for Transport last on it? I understand that since triple road 
trains have been allowed from Wubin north, many road train operators are now choosing to go north via 
Wubin, and that has added incrementally and exponentially to the number of heavy double road trains 
which are going north out of Perth on that inadequate route. The Minister for Planning suggests that that 
route is adequate, when the 1990 report said it was inadequate. The actions of the Minister for Transport 
since that time have led to more traffic being heaped onto that route. 

There is a lot of valuable information in the select committee report, and two of my colleagues will speak 
to it in more detail. Recommendation 44 states -

Consideration should be given to phased-in introduction of anti-lock brakes for long vehicle 
trailers and road train trailers operating in urban areas. 

Recommendation 45 states -

Operational trials should be undertaken to establish the braking performance and dynamic stability 
of long vehicles and road trains. 

We have moved ahead of world trends in this State, yet we have done none of the risk assessment or 
evaluation that should have been undertaken prior to this decision being made. Even Victoria is looking at 
a range of technical matters associated with long vehicles and that State does not allow long vehicles into 
the metropolitan area in the way that we do. 

People refer to "Reckless Eric". It is not good enough for the Deputy Premier to defend Reckless Eric in 
every forum. I am afraid that some Western Australians will pay the ultimate price with their lives, others 
will suffer very serious injuries and there will be loss and damage to property as a result of the accidents 
that will occur. As members on this side know, I am standing down from the shadow ministry because I 
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will not be contesting the next state election. As a result, I am also relinquishing my responsibility for the 
Transport portfolio. I give the Deputy Premier some very good advice from Mother Trucker: He should 
relieve Reckless Eric of his responsibilities. 
Mr Cowan: It is advice that I will not be taking 

DR WATSON (Kenwick) [3.11 pm]: I second the motion and I heartily endorse my colleague's 
recommendations. My constituents are very concerned about the cavalier attitude of the Minister for 
Transport. I refer to both my current constituents and those in my new electorate. My current constituents 
are concerned about the effect of heavy transport and the threat made by the Minister that he intended to 
allow road trains along Nicholson Road and William Street and onto the Roe Highway. The constituents in 
my new electorate - Southern River - are concerned about transport coming from the south and south west 
and from Kwinana to access and egress the Cannington, Maddington and Midland industrial areas. 

The proposals that have been put forward in this excellent report are not only about highway users; they are 
about neighbourhoods and the impact that heavy haulage has on suburban lifestyles. Every time mum, dad 
and the kids go out in their car or on their bicycles - particularly those living on William Street and Lake 
Road in Southern River - they will be at risk. The community does not distinguish technically between 
types of heavy haulage; the people simply see unsuitable vehicles on unsuitable roads and in unsuitable 
places. They do not want road trains and they do not care whether they are double or triple bottomed; they 
simply do not want them. 

As I said, there is an adverse impact on living standards, quality of life and safety. There is pollution from 
fumes, gas, noise and smoke. This report includes 37 recommendations about safety. The Government 
should take some leaves out of what is known as the "safety book", whether it is occupational health and 
safety or road safety. It should look at ways and means of engineering hazards out of the system either in 
the environment, which includes equipment, or pertaining to the individual, particularly in relation to 
training, but also in relation to legislation. 

I was a member of the National Occupational Health and Safety Commission, which investigated the whole 
issue of driver fatigue and safety for long haulage routes; that is, for truck drivers traversing Australia. 
There is no doubt that trucking companies put undue pressure and impose unrealistic schedules on these 
people. Legislation should regulate how people meet those schedules; it should not be for the companies to 
say to truck drivers that they must get to Perth from Sydney in X number of hours. A nationally agreed 
timetable should be set in legislation by Governments. 

I understand from the report that we lead the world - if that is the right terminology - in relation to the size 
of vehicles allowed access to public roads. As the member for Armadale said, it is only a matter of time 
before there is a very serious accident in which lives are lost There are difficulties in demonstrating that 
road authorities are exercising reasonable care simply because there is less technical consensus on what 
constitutes good practice in regard to these vehicles in some traffic situations. Fatigue management and 
speed are probably the two most challenging issues facing the Government in this area. 
The member for Armadale made some comments about the Minister. He has certainly earned the wrath of 
the community. I will bring to the notice of the House two or three issues that have quite appropriately 
earned him the wrath of not only the community but also the City of Gosnells. About eight or nine months 
ago government members, the council and I planned a road tour to demonstrate some of the problems to 
the Minister, but he failed to tum up. We discovered about 10 minutes before the tour was about to start 
that the Minister would not be joining us. He probably never intended to come because if confronted with 
those problems, he would have had to change the ingrained mode of thinking that he has displayed. 

I sent a letter to the Minister on behalf of the Beckenham community about the development of safe access 
to Peckham Street, which intersects Albany Highway about one kilometre south of the Wimbledon Street 
and William Street lights right in the middle of these interchanges that will allow heavy haulage to cross 
Albany Highway. The Minister replied, and that reply was taken up by the community newspaper, that it 
would be only four weeks from 11 March before construction was completed. It is now nine weeks later 
and it is no closer to completion than it was then. It is not only a serious inconvenience but also a serious 
risk to people who want to tum right off Albany Highway, without the aid of lights. That is why Reckless 
Eric quite rightly has earned the wrath of the community and local authorities. 

MR LEWIS (Applecross - Minister for Planning) [3.20 pm]: This matter of public importance highlights 
the Opposition's contempt for this Parliament. The select committee report was tabled on 9 May - five 
days ago. A direction in the foreword of the report gives the Government three months to analyse the 
recommendations and report back to the House -

Several members interjected. 

Mr LEWIS: This motion indicates the impetuous nature of the Opposition because it can think of no other 
matter of real moment. 

Mrs Hallahan interjected. 

Mr LEWIS: The member was heard in silence. She should be quiet! This is a classic show of impetuosity 
by the Opposition because it can think of no other matter of moment to bring to this House. Many 
opposition members were not present to listen to the dynamic and powerful debate today! It is a nonsense. 
It is a limp-wristed attempt. The media have gone to sleep. Members of the media are not here, yet the 
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Opposition has tried to draw to the attention of the community something it already knows needs to be 
addressed. The public knows that the Government will report to this House on those recommendations. 

Mrs Hallahan: You agree! 

Mr LEWIS: Of course, when a select committee brings 71 recommendations to this House it is the 
responsibility of the Government to report on the recommendations. It is the Government's responsibility 
to indicate to this place and to the community whether it accepts the report and what action shall be taken. 

This matter of public importance is a contempt of this Parliament. How impetuous of the Opposition to 
move such a motion only five days after the tabling of such a report and expect the Government to be ready 
to respond in a comprehensive way. 

Mrs Hallahan interjected. 

Mr LEWIS: I challenge the Opposition. Members opposite would like the public to believe that the 
Minister for Transport has irresponsibly rejected the committee's recommendations, but that is not the 
case. The Minister for Transport has shown no contempt or disdain for the safety of the community in the 
road transport field. This motion is an exercise to gain cheap political points. No-one is interested in it. 

Mrs Hallahan: You might not be! 

Mr LEWIS: The member should stand down as spokesperson for Transport as she does not know what she 
is talking about. 

Mrs Hallahan: That is patently untrue. The public wishes that the Minister for Planning would stand 
down. We have heard more calls for him to stand down than for me to stand down as opposition 
spokesperson. 

Mr LEWIS: The Minister for Transport's record suggests that he has been one of the best Transport 
Ministers during the past decade - by a country mile! 

Mr Cowan: Hear, hear! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr LEWIS: The Minister for Transport has tackled the hard issues in the transport arena. Members 
opposite have never been able to do that. The last decent Minister for Transport in a Labor Government 
was the member for Eyre. He was recognised by both sides of the House as doing a good job. Since then, 
we have seen many Iimp-wristed people who could not tackle the hard issues. The current Minister for 
Transport has taken on 'many hard issues and tried to make changes within a culture which makes it very 
difficult to make such changes. Difficult decisions have been made about public transport, the ports, 
Transperth and, of course, Westrail. 

Mr Brown: This defence demonstrates a certain brazenness. 

Mr LEWIS: It does not. I am speaking the truth. The member should be aware of the truth. The Minister 
had an agenda to benefit the public, and he believed truly - as did the Cabinet - that changes needed to be 
made, and the Government and Cabinet supported the Minister. He has done an exceptional job. Members 
opposite know that when decisions are made people can err. If people never made decisions they would 
never make mistakes. We all make mistakes. I challenge anyone in this Chamber to say that he has never 
made a mistake. I pay credit to the Minister for Transport. He is so far ahead of the previous Labor 
Government's record of administration of a Transport portfolio-

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many cross-Chamber conversations. 

Mr LEWIS: I congratulate the select committee. It took 18 months to present a comprehensive report. 
However, this motion is a nonsense because it has been moved only five days after the tabling of that 
report. The Opposition has mounted a limp-wristed attack to try to condemn the Minister for Transport. 
The report does not condemn the Minister for Transport. To suggest that the Minister has indicated 
contempt for the report is also contemptuous. It is an untrue accusation. It reflects badly on the opposition 
spokesperson for Transport to move such a motion in this House. 

Road transport is a vexed and difficult issue. I put to the Chamber that certain aspects had to be changed, 
and others had to be tried. We are all aware that large vehicles can be intimidating for general motorists. 
That does not mean that they are not safe. I accept the perception by the community that larger vehicles 
can be intimidating. The member for Armadale said that they were unsafe and should not be allowed on 
the roads. She also queried why the Minister for Transport had installed flashing lights at intersections, 
and pointed to the general improvements made at intersections as well as other matters. The Minister for 
Transport has taken this action because he has a very zealous attitude to road safety. Why does the 
member think that the Government has accepted the proposition to place road safety within the Transport 
portfolio? It was to try to coordinate road safety in this State, and to introduce measures to reduce and 
limit the factors that threaten safety on our roads. 

Mrs Hallahan: My point was that the Minister said in his letter to me that those vehicles did not constitute 
a hazard. The contradiction is that he outlined his other measures. You cannot have it both ways. 
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Mr LEWIS: I do not accept that argument. Clearly, as the member for Armadale stated, the Minister for 
Transport has implemented a range of measures and these include flashing amber lights installed at 
approaches to selected intersections to provide additional warning and stopping times; roadworks to 
improve intersections; the construction of vehicle arrester beds on the Greenmount descent; improved signs 
on the eastern approaches to Greenmount and the introduction of the requirement that heavy vehicles must 
stop and check brakes and loads; $I8.2m allocated to 72 passing lanes on major trunk routes in Western 
Australia; and heavy haulage travelling on specific lanes on Leach Highway. Heavy haulage is required to 
travel on roads specifically built for it. What a ridiculous situation: The member for Armadale claims, 
because of those improvements, that road trains are unsafe. That is no argument at all. The member for 
Armadale's argument confirms that the Minister for Transport has gone on with the job and put in place all 
of those things to try to improve road safety on our roads, rather than the contrary view as put by the 
member for Armadale. 
Me Cunningham: It was a good argument. 

Mr LEWIS: It was not a good argument; it was a pretty weak argument 

The Minister for Transport recognises that the Government must try to get more heavy freight moved by 
the rail system, and in recent days he announced the setting up of a ministerial task force to investigate how 
we can increase the usage of our railways for the shifting of major bulks and the like. Rail transport has 
been deregulated completely under this Government That process was started by the previous 
Government; however, it was completed by this Government, and we must use more rail transport. 

Amendment to Motion 

Mr LEWIS: The Government rejects the matter of public interest put to this House. I move -

To delete all words after "House" with a view to substituting the following -

recognises the importance of the recommendations in the report of the Select Committee 
on Heavy Transport and supports the committee's use of Standing Order 378 requiring 
the Minister representing the Minister for Transport and other Ministers to report to the 
House within three months on their responses to the various recommendations which 
relate to their portfolios. 

MR TUBBY (Roleystone - Parliamentary Secretary) [3.32 pm]: I second the amendment. I agree with 
the Minister representing the Minister for Transport that the Opposition has been impetuous in bringing 
this motion into the Parliament five days after the report of the Select Committee on Heavy Transport was 
tabled in this House. It took the committee 18 months to compile that report after a great deal of research, 
and it is unreasonable to expect the Government to come forward with a response on the detailed report 
within five days. 

Mrs Hallahan: We expected the Minister to give a better response last week. 

Mr TUBBY: The Minister for Transport said last week that a number of issues had already been addressed 
to make heavy transport safer for the metropolitan area, and the Government would look at the 
recommendations of the committee and report back to the House in due course. 

Mr Ripper: If the Government had not given a response and simply said it was considering the 
recommendations and would respond "in due course", the Opposition could not have moved this motion. 
The problem is that the Government's response to oppose those recommendations was too quick and too 
dismissive. 

Mr TUBBY: The Deputy Premier will put the member for Belmont right on this issue. The Government 
will respond in the next three months and at that point the House will make its decisions on what it wants 
to do. It is premature for the Opposition to move its motion before that happens. Therefore, I fully support 
the amendment moved by the Minister representing the Minister for Transport. 

The member for Armadale raised a few furphies, which were not dispelled by the Minister representing the 
Minister for Transport. People think that the installation of the arrester bed on Great Eastern Highway 
related to road train access to that highway. That is not the case. Road trains do not come down Great 
Eastern Highway. The arrester bed was installed to handle runaway trucks of any magnitude coming down 
Great Eastern Highway. Flashing lights were not installed in the metropolitan area because of the road 
train situation; they were installed because of heavy transport vehicles on metropolitan roads. The member 
for Armadale might be interested to know that the Brookton Highway flashing lights were installed as a 
result of a request that I made to the Minister for Transport. He responded quickly to that request, and the 
lights were installed within a couple of weeks. 

Mrs Hallahan: There is a debate on the distance from the traffic lights that they should be installed, and not 
enough research has been done on that. 

Mr TUBBY: Yes, I will go along with that. However, I use that road on a regular basis because it is 
between my home and my office, which happens to be opposite those lights, so I know why those lights 
became necessary. They are at a perfectly safe distance from the intersection. They are located on a comer 
coming down the hilI from Armadale. One can see well and truly in advance if the lights are turning 
amber, and trucks have plenty of time in which to brake and stop. The Minister for Transport has 
responded to almost every request I have made in and around my electorate on safety related issues. For a 



1860 [ASSEMBLY] 

number of years the Armadale Senior High School has requested a pull-in bay on South West Highway so 
that parents can drop their children off, and not conflict with heavy traffic coming from Byford on its way 
to Kelmscott. Within a few weeks of making that request $50 000 was made available, and that bay was 
constructed. The high school received no sympathy from the previous Government on that issue. The 
Minister has acted responsibly in a range of issues. 

We should give the Minister the opportunity to research and review all of the recommendations made in 
the committee's report and to respond within the next three months. That would include the 
recommendation about road train access. Road trains do not come down Albany Highway, South West 
Highway, Brookton Highway or Great Eastern Highway. They come into Perth on one highway in the 
Swan Hills electorate and that is Great Northern Highway. I wish that people in my electorate and the 
Armadale electorate would realise that road trains do not come down the hill through Bedfordale into 
Albany Highway. They are broken down at the Bedfordale assembly station at the top of the hill. Twenty
'five metre long vehicles and B-doubles plus some older configuration 27.5 metre vehicles come down that 
hill. The 25 metre and 27.5 metre long vehicles travel empty down to the fertiliser depot at CSBP in 
Kwinana and they come back laden. They do not go up that hill at any more than 20 to 25 kilometres an 
hour. I do not know how on earth those trucks can be a danger to anyone, except that they are difficult to 
pass and some car drivers act like maniacs in trying to get past. In response to a request from me and 
others the Minister has allocated $19m to upgrade Albany Highway from Armadale to the top of 
Bedfordale hilI to a four lane dual highway. I have been pushing for that for years, and this Minister will 
deliver it. 

I fully support the Minister for Transport on that issue, because it is a dangerous road. However, it has 
nothing to do with road trains; it relates to heavy vehicles from the south east agricultural area using that 
road into the metropolitan area. If we penalise the transport industry and put restrictions on the agriculture 
industry to the extent that we do not allow anything larger than 10 tonne trucks to come into that area from 
the south east agricultural area, we will put an imposition on our farmers that is not reasonable and will not 
allow them to make a profit. If the people in the bush cannot make a profit, the people in the metropolitan 
area will, as the member for Kenwick said, be significantly disadvantaged. They will be disadvantaged not 
because the heavy transport vehicles upset their quality of life, but because the standard of living of 
everyone in this State will be downgraded if the State does not have an efficient transport industry. I 
support all the recommendations in the report and I am waiting with interest for the Government's response 
in three months. 

MRS ROBERTS (Glendalough) [3.41 pm]: This afternoon the House heard an incredible and brazen 
response by the member for Applecross and a glib response by the member for Roleystone. The member 
for Applecross suggested that the Opposition had treated the Parliament with contempt by moving this 
motion. The Minister for Transport has treated the Parliament with contempt by responding not in three 
months, which the member for Roleystone and the other members of the committee would like, but on the 
very day that the report was tabled in this House. He said the chief recommendation of the report -

Mrs van de Klashorst: It is not the chief recommendation; it was one of the recommendations. 

Mrs ROBERTS: It was certainly a key recommendation from the community's perspective and I would be 
surprised if the member for Swan Hills disputed that. Recommendation 71 said -

Road trains should not be permitted access to the metropolitan area beyond existing breakdown 
points prior to: 

(a) (i) further research into road train capability and stability; and 

(ii) the development of the comprehensive risk analysis and safety case; 

The report of the Select Committee on Heavy Transport should have been the vehicle through which the 
community's voice on road trains could be heard. The committee members who listened did hear the 
community's voice and the recommendations and content of the report reflect the community's voice. The 
conclusions of the report justified the community's concerns about not only road trains, but also other 
heavy vehicles which have been referred to in this debate. 

The Minister for Transport's initial response was in support of the thrust of the report, but he immediately 
rejected the recommendation on road trains because he was happy for them to travel within the 
metropolitan area. The Minister for Transport has treated the report and the Parliament with contempt. He 
dismissed that recommendation on the very day that the report was tabled. 

The arrogant member for Applecross suggested that nobody was interested in this matter of public 
importance. It is an MPI of enormous magnitude and I am sure that the members of the select committee 
would not have taken their positions on the committee if they had not been aware that this is one of the 
most significant issues facing the community. Coupled with that are serious concerns about drug taking 
and fatigue among truck drivers. There is no issue more important than public safety and that is what this 
report is about. The contempt shown by the Minister to this Parliament and the members of the committee 
in his rejection of a key recommendation is shameful. 

The member for Applecross made further ridiculous claims that the current Minister is the best Minister for 
Transport this State has had. How he said that with a straight face is beyond me. He pointed out that the 
report did not condemn the Minister for Transport. The Minister condemned himself by his quick response 
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to dismiss the recommendation on road trains. The reckless and renegade Minister for Transport really has 

failed to take public safety into account. He also failed to take into account the report, which took 18 

months to prepare and was given serious consideration and included representations from the community. 

One of the main points which has not been raised in this debate and which should not be ignored by this 

Parliament is that Western Australia leads the world in the size of truck permitted on its public road 

system. I am not proud of that especially when there is significant justification in t.he committee's report 

for its questioning the capability, stability and safety of having heavy vehicles on the road. Ridiculous 

arguments were put forward by a buffoon of a Minister. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am listening with interest to the member's speech, but she has gone very close 

on two occasions to impugning a member in another place, and now she has. If the member wants to 

indicate that someone has done something in a certain way, she can express herself and get her message 

across without impugning a member in this or the other place. I ask the member to withdraw the comment. 

Mrs ROBERTS: I withdraw. 

Debate Resumed 

Mrs ROBERTS: The arguments put forward by the Minister suggest that the number of heavy vehicles 

could be reduced by having vehicles of greater capacity and the result would be fewer accidents involving 

trucks. It is like the Minister's argument about speeding. He said that if a person drives faster, he spends 

less time on the road; therefore, he is less likely to have an accident. These are ridiculous, nonsense 

arguments. The Minister's credibility is in question, especially when one considers his comments about 

the closure of Stateships. He said on that occasion that no Western Australian exporter would be 

disadvantaged by the Government's action and within a short time evidence revealed that one Western 

Australian company had been seriously affected and eventually the court ruled in its favour. The 

Opposition simply cannot believe the Minister for Transport. He said in the past two or three weeks that he 

had received no opposition to road trains. That is absolutely incredible because members will know that 

local government authorities as well as individual members of the community have complained to him 

about road trains. The Minister is putting the State in double jeopardy. On the one hand he is allowing 

road trains into the metropolitan area and, on the other hand, the State is waiting for a report to him on the 

drug situation concerning drivers, which is a massive problem. 

Another significant factor concerning road trains is that the keep left rule is having an impact on them. 

Members of my family were involved in an accident where they had stopped at traffic lights and a road 

train came bearing down behind them. They were in a van, in which there were seven persons, and the 

driver was unable to accelerate through the red light When the flashing orange lights stopped and the 

lights turned green, they were silting ducks as the truck bore down on them. 

This is a dangerous experiment and the sooner the State is rid of Hon Eric Charlton as the Minister for 

Transport, the better. The decision on road trains should be reversed. I do not want to look at the statistics 

at the end of the Minister's career because public safety is about real people. This man should not continue 

in the position of Minister for Transport. 

MR COW AN (Merredin - Deputy Premier) [3.48 pm]: Politics is very much about perception and reality 

and there is a vast distinction between the two. Today's debate has demonstrated that the perception is far 

from the reality. I will explode some of the myths upon which the Opposition appears to base its case. In 

the first instance it claimed that the Minister for Transport had rejected the committee's report and 

recommendations. I refer members opposite to the formal response by the Minister for Transport to the 

select committee's report He said that he welcomed the report of the Select Committee into Heavy 

Transport in this State. He went on to refer to the issue which the committee had said was the most 

important; that is, safety. It claimed that more than half of the recommendations - 37 of them - related to 

safety, and the Minister made some comment about the safety measures involved and those to be included 

in his report. He welcomed the opportunity to respond to the report within the required three months. I 

know one thing about the Minister for Transport: He does not speak directly to The West Australian, and 

whatever was reported by that newspaper was an assumption on its part. Two issues are involved: First, 

the Minister welcomed the report and, second, he made reference to the issues of importance identified by 

the committee - namely, matters of safety - and he listed the safety measures already implemented. 

Everything else reported in the media was an assumption based on the attitude of the reporters of the day 

and, unfortunately, the motion now being amended - I am pleased about that - was based on those 

assumptions. 

Mrs Hallahan interjected. 

Mr COW AN: Another assumption is that of safety and the record of heavy haulage vehicles in relation to 

crashes per million kilometres travelled: Light motor cars, 2.38 crashes per million kilometres travelled; 

trucks or truck and trailer combinations, 2.16 crashes; and trucks or prime movers with one or more 

trailers, 1.4 crashes. Therefore, although recognising the potential for accidents about whi€h everyone 

speaks, safety precautions have been put in place and are being utilised. The responsibility accepted by 

truck drivers is supported by statistical data, which indicates that the Opposition's assumptions are wrong. 

Mrs Hallahan interjected. 
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Mr COW AN: I remind the member for Armadale that I attempted to interject on her two or three times. 
She has been incessant in her warbling in interjecting on me, but I will not respond to her interjections as 
she never responds to mine. I remind the member of the processes of select committees in this place. 
Currently a select committee has released a report containing recommendations. The responsible 
Ministers - I use the plural term advisedly - are required to report in three months. The Minister for 
Transport, as one of the responsible Ministers, must report on the recommendations and advise what action, 
if any, he will take - I believe that that is the wording of the standing order. I remind the member for 
Armadale that once upon a time she was the Minister for Education and had responsibility for reporting on 
a select committee inquiry into the Notre Dame fIaSCO. 

Mr Graham: It was not a select committee. It was the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review 
Committee. 

Mr COWAN: The member might be right. Nevertheless, it was a committee and the principle remains. 
The Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee is a very important committee of this place, and 
I did not have the time to research this matter. Nevertheless, the responsible Minister for Education at the 
time chose to ignore any report made in that regard. Members opposite must remember that if they come 
dancing into this Chamber supporting a motion, they must look at their own history. The member for 
Armadale completely ignored that report. That was unlike the Minister for Transport, who will respond 
within the required period to the report's recommendations. Members of the Opposition should check their 
facts and not assume that newspaper articles are facts to be used as a basis for their arguments. I am sorry 
that the member for Armadale is resigning from her position which she described as the "shadow Minister 
for Transport"; if she looks up the definition of "shadow", she will see that it is something one can see but 
which has no substance. The same can be said of the Opposition's argument. 

MRS van de KLASHORST (Swan Hills) [3.56 pm]: In the short time other members have left for me to 
speak, I indicate that I was very tempted to vote with the Opposition on this matter of public importance, 
which reads -

That this House supports the recommendations of the all party Select Committee on Heavy 
Transport on the use of road trains in the metropolitan area ... 

I agree with that part. However, I cannot support the rest of the motion. Although I completely disagree 
with the Minister on this issue - as all members will be aware - as I have supported my constituents in 
opposing road trains in the metropolitan area, the Minister has been very responsible in all other areas. If 
one never does anything in this life, one will never make a mistake, and the Minister is making a mistake 
on the road train issue. Nevertheless, the people of Swan Hills have benefited in many other ways from the 
actions of the Minister. He has provided arrester beds on Greenmount Hill, which were repeatedly 
requested during the 30 years that I have lived in the Swan Hills electorate; Toodyay Road has been made 
safer with the provision of overtaking lanes; and an elderly couple living in the Swan Valley requested that 
the Minister move a bus stop 200 metres, and the Minister went out of his way to comply with the request. 

I do not agree with the Minister on the road train issue, but I agree with his decisions on many other 
matters - I do not have time to list them all now. The Minister has three months in which to report to the 
Parliament. The shadow Minister has moved this motion today because she is retiring and wanted this 
matter dealt with before she retired. In effect, she has given the Minister one working day - that is, last 
Friday - to respond to those recommendations. However, the Minister will be responsible and answer those 
matters within the three-month requirement. 

Amendment (words to be deleted) put and a division taken with the following result -

Mr Ainsworth 
Mr C.J. Barnett 
MrBoard 
MrBradshaw 
MrCourt 
MrCowan 
MrDay 
Mrs Edwardes 
Dr Hames 

Mr M. Barnett 
MrBridge 
MrBrown 
MrCatania 
Mr Cunningham 
Dr Edwards 
Dr Gallop 

MrHouse 
Mr Johnson 
MrKierath 
MrLewis 
MrMarshall 
MrMcNee 
MrNicholIs 
MrOmodei 
MrOsbome 

Ayes (27) 

Noes (20) 

MrGraham 
MrGrill 
Mrs Hallahan 
Mrs Henderson 
MrKobelke 
Mr Marlborough 
Mr McGinty 

Mrs Parker 
MrPendal 
MrPrince 
MrShave 
Mr Trenorden 
MrTubby 
Mrs van de Klashorst 
MrWiese 
Mr Bloffwitch (Teller) 

Mr Riebeling 
MrRipper 
Mrs Roberts 
MsWamock 
Dr Watson 
MrLeahy (Teller) 



MrBlaikie 
Dr Turnbull 
MrMinson 

Amendment thus passed. 
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Pairs 

Amendment (words to be substituted) put and passed. 

Motion. as Amended 
Motion, as amended, put and passed. 

MrThomas 
MsAnwyl 
Mr D.L. Smith 

BILLS (5) - MESSAGES 

Appropriations 

1863 

Messages from the Governor received and read recommending appropriations for the purposes of the 
following Bills -

1. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No 1) 

2. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No 2) 

3. Treasurer's Advance Authorization Bill 

4. Vocational Education and Training Bill 

5. Fruit Growing Industry (Trust Fund) Repeal Bill 

Resumed from 9 May. 

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (No 1) 

Second Reading - Budget Debate 

MS WARNOCK (perth) [4.06 pm]: I rise to make some remarks about a number of issues in the Budget, 
among which are violence of various kinds in our community, legislation relating to cats, and capital works 
spending. I will also speak about the tragic death that took from this community a significant community 
reformer and fighter for Aboriginal rights. 

I will begin with a matter that relates directly to my electorate. It is an item from the capital works 
program of the Government's Budget. Page 16 of the Capital Works Program refers to $77Am to be spent 
for ongoing land acquisition, preconstruction and construction activities for the Burswood Bridge and road 
project which will provide a bypass route around the city connecting the Great Eastern Highway in 
Rivervale to the Mitchell Freeway in Leederville. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members, about nine conversations are going on in the Chamber at the 
moment. It is very difficult for Hansard to hear the member on her feet. In addition, I want to hear her. I 
remind members that if they must hold these conversations, there are other places in which they can 
conduct them. 

Ms WARNOCK: Hear, hear, Mr Deputy Speaker. The project is to provide improved transport 
efficiencies. I know it is unusual to find someone who is not in support of government spending in her 
electorate. It is unusual perhaps for a member of the Labor Opposition not to be speaking in support of 
public works spending, particularly when that public works spending is in her area. However, when I see 
that $77 Am item and think of how many other things in this same area are crying out for spending of not 
even half that amount. I can think of many better ways in which that money can be spent. I mention in 
passing, as I have mentioned many times before, the Mt Lawley Senior High School. It is an old inner city 
school which has had a few maintenance and reconstruction works carried out on it in the past couple of 
years. I must not be churlish about that; it is very good to see that some money was spent. However, quite 
frankly, millions more dollars need to be spent on that old school. Millions more dollars need to be spent 
on some extremely important public works. I despair when I see that $77m going to a project that is still 
extraordinarily controversial and regarded by some people as being entirely unnecessary when, as I say, the 
money could be better spent elsewhere. Any department one might care to name in Royal Perth Hospital, 
which is also in my electorate, has a great need for upgrading. Recently the Health budget was increased. 
Again, I do not seek to be churlish about it but many more millions of dollars need to be spent on health. 
As a result of calls I made recently to people who work in the hospital, I know that a lot more needs to be 
spent to bring the hospital up to the standards they believe must be offered to the people of Western 
Australia. I have to say, "No, Minister" and not "Yes, Minister". I am not grateful, and nor will be 
anybody else who sees this road project as unnecessary, as unnecessarily expensive, as a wrong priority, as 
scandalously dismissive of heritage issues, as cavalier in regard to the potentially serious environmental 
matters involved such as air pollution, as dismissive of potential serious ground water problems, and as not 
even a proper traffic solution. Many worthy projects cry out for support, yet this $77m is to be wasted. as I 
see it, on the unwanted northern city bypass. 

I return to an aspect of this tunnel plan that has been discussed in this place before. This project was first 
mooted by the present Government in September 1993. Since this matter last surfaced in this House - I 
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believe it was in the Address-in-Reply debate early in April - several things have occurred, apart from the 
signing yesterday of some contracts. A group of parents from the Highgate Primary School, which is just 
around the comer from my office in Lincoln Street, Highgate, have written to the Government calling for a 
halt to this project until a public environmental assessment is done. Not surprisingly, they are concerned 
about their children's health. They want assurances that it will not be damaged by either the building of 
this tunnel project or the air pollutants emitted from the tunnel after its building. I spoke to them at the end 
of last week about this matter. They tell me that so far they have received wishy-washy replies from the 
many Ministers they wrote to, and they are not yet convinced that the Government's promises about air 
quality standards will be met. They are concerned about more traffic coming through the area, even 
underground. Firm evidence from people who know about the building of roads, freeways and tunnels 
indicates that good roads of the quality freeways always are tend to attract traffic and, thus, increase 
pollution. Those parents are not satisfied that the Government has responded to community concerns on 
this issue. Parents at the school believe that the Government should be improving public transport rather 
than doing something that will increase private transport through the area. I agree with that. I have spoken 
about this matter a number of times in this House. 

Since the last discussion in the House about this matter a vehicle pollution study was released which 
indicates that vehicle pollution will climb by as much as 50 per cent by 2011. Those figures come from the 
work of the Department of Transport, although they were re-analysed by the people who conducted that 
study. This research for the Perth photochemical smog study predicts rises of 53 per cent in nitrogen oxide 
and 13 per cent in hydrocarbons. These two gases interact with sunlight and cause nose and eye irritations 
when pollutants are heavy in the air. That does not mean that they must be seen in the air before their 
effects are felt: There does not need to be a browny-grey smog for the pollution levels to be particularly 
high. It is obvious to anyone that we live in a climate of bright sunlight and that even on winter days we 
can see an extraordinarily bright, clear blue sky. According to the experts, that does not mean that there is 
not a lot of smog in the air. People who suffer from eye irritations would verify that. 

The Department of Environmental Protection says that in Perth the World Health Organisation limit for 
ozone has been exceeded a record 17 times since October. It is obvious that Perth could easily join Los 
Angeles in becoming one of the smoggiest cities in the world. We have plenty of sun and, as everybody 
knows, there are certainly plenty of cars in Perth. Further bad news is that we have exceeded World Health 
Organisation limits more often than Sydney, and that whereas Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide are 
trending down in excessive ozone, Perth's figures are going in the other direction. The Department of 
Environmental Protection is due to produce a photochemical smog study soon. By considering figures 
since 1994-95 it has found already that Perth is on the threshold of a significant air quality problem. This 
is in bright, sunny Perth, which we think of as being a beautiful place to live, as indeed it is; however, 
because of the layout of the city, the extraordinary lack of density in the population and its spread over a 
great distance, people are obliged in many cases to use cars. As a result of that the freeways have been 
built up over the years and smog and air quality problems are increasing. It makes me ask once again, as I 
have many times in this House: Why are we building more big inner city roads? It seems an extraordinary 
decision. 

All of this leaves some of us depressed about the efforts of our environmental protectors in Western 
Australia. There has been plenty of coverage recently in newspapers and other media about criticism of the 
environmental protectors in our society. The Environmental Protection Authority recently was savagely 
attacked by the state full court when it was found that it compromised the environment for commercial and 
political reasons when it approved shell sand mining at Cockburn Sound. In view of that decision plenty of 
others must be wondering about other decisions that have been made by the EPA. How effective and 
impartial is it as an organisation? What sort of watchdog are we talking about? They are perfectly 
legitimate questions. Add to that the fact that recently four environmental experts went on record calling 
for the Northbridge tunnel project to be halted for a proper public environmental assessment, and there is a 
picture of a Government running for cover on environmental issues. 

Environmentalists have suggested to me over the past couple of weeks that fewer full formal environmental 
assessments have been done in this State since 1993 and that this EPA is less concerned about public 
consultation and debate on projects that are being developed here. That is alarming and is something about 
which we should all be concerned. One of the environmentalists I spoke to recently reminded me that in 
the Bold Park issue, at the time of the former Labor Government, the EPA did not do a formal assessment. 
The Minister at the time appealed against this: A full formal assessment was done and the EPA at the time 
recommended against the proposal. That is going back into history. The environmentalist passed it on to 
me merely as a suggestion that these decisions could be overturned and that if one were a Minister faced 
with a large project which many people might view as having a serious effect on the environment, one 
might be prepared to reassess it. This was not so with the present Minister for the Environment. He 
knocked back appeals on this matter, and he should be properly criticised for that. 

Under the present Government the process of listening to the concerns of the public has gone off the rails -
it is not happening. One environmental scientist said to me last week that of the three Ministers involved in 
this matter, one is insensitive to the issues concerned, one is arrogant, and one is in the grip of Main Roads. 
I will say no more about that, except that many people in this House could probably think of those to whom 
he may have been referring. 

On the environmental aspects of this hugely expensive tunnel project the Government seems to want to 
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keep the infonnation to itself. If the environment will not be adversely affected by the tunnel, let us see the 
proof of that. If problems will not be caused to the ground water and the water table, let us see the proof of 
that. If the air quality will not deteriorate as a result of the tunnel and its construction, let us see the proof 
of that. The Government has developed an attitude familiar from another unfortunate period in our past in 
which "Don't you worry about that" was the reply to most criticisms. That is not good enough. 

I move to another issue that has concerned many in the House and has occasioned a lot of discussion 
recently. Everybody in this place and, in fact, everybody in this State and this country will have been 
involved lately in a private or public debate about violence in our society. Of course debate on this 
occasion was triggered by the tragic event in Tasmania in which 35 people died. People find themselves 
asking, not unreasonably, why it happened. In a sleepy town in Tasmania how could a young man wander 
around shooting people? Hundreds of expert opinions have been voiced on this matter. Thousands of 
citizens have had their say in the media either on radio or in the letters to the editor columns in the 
newspapers. We are all still puzzled that it could happen. We are all still shocked and horrified by the 
tragedy but some of us were not entirely surprised that such an event could occur. That is a matter I want 
to address. 

Some of us have long seen Australia as an increasingly violent society. Some of us have long been 
promoting the idea that we must do somethin~ to curb the physical and often verbal violence in this 
country. A culture seems to have developed 10 which people seek violent solutions to quite ordinary 
frustrations, disappointments and difficulties. As a result many innocent people have been killed. I am 
sure that every member can think of a number of incidents over the past several years in which people have 
been killed in public and in private as a result of domestic violence. 

We have been very responsible in Western Australia and I want to give credit where it is due. We have a 
responsible attitude to gun laws. As people have been wont to say lately, we have the toughest gun laws in 
this country; but even here guns are far too freely available. Now at last in a very sad irony and as a result 
of the tragedy in Tasmania, Governments have the trigger they needed to ignore the too-aggressive gun 
lobby and press the case for tough controls on the use and ownership of guns. Many people in this 
country - many of them women - are very pleased that this terrible event, in some sense, has had an 
unexpected outcome; Governments in Australia have been able uncharacteristically to set aside their 
differences and the threat of retaliation at the voting box. They have come together on this very serious 
matter. Everyone involved in that decision over the past couple of days should be commended. It is very 
hard, with strong pressure in the community from one direction, to decide to go in another direction 
because it is right 

As I have said before, I see no earthly reason why guns should be found in any suburban house. It is 
nonsense to suggest that we have any sort of right to bear arms, as people who follow American politics 
and social history do. It has never been part of the Australian culture. Those who think it has do not know 
very much about our history. They may know something about American history but not much about 
Australian history. Guns are lethal weapons designed to kill people or animals, and no-one should have a 
gun lying around the home. I come from a background in which guns were freely available; I know about 
the dangers that can lead to if they are not carefully locked away or controlled in some way, and if the 
people with the guns are not taught how to look after them. Having spent my early life in the country in 
that kind of household, and having come to the city, I cannot see why guns should be lying around 
households in the suburbs. It should be very hard to get a licence for a gun. It should be impossible to own 
a semiautomatic weapon unless one is a member of the Anny or a professional shooter. We have heard a 
great deal lately about the need for people to shoot feral animals. I cannot help but feel there must be a 
limited number of people who need guns for that purpose. They are the only people who should be able to 
readily own such weapons. 

We should insist on safe storage of guns and good training for the people who propose to use guns for 
whatever reason. We should insist on the registration of guns and the shooters, and on a very careful 
examination of the life history and record of anyone who wants to have anything to do with a firearm. It is 
simply too facile to say, as many in the gun lobby say, that guns do not kill people, people do. Nor is it 
reasonable to say, in that context, that hammers and knives also kill people. Guns have no other function 
except to hit targets, usually human or animal, and from the stories we have heard over the last year or so, 
the incident in Geraldton for instance, people are able to accumulate a large amount of ammunition as well 
as guns. It is simply too dangerous for this situation to continue whether or not, as they often protest, 
people are responsible gun owners and everyone in the household is mentally stable and careful and well 
trained. I remind the House that some people have said in recent days that theft is out of control in our 
community. Theft can create an opportunity for someone who is not safe, well trained or mentally stable to 
get a particularly dangerous weapon and do their worst We have an overriding responsibility in this matter 
to protect our community. Nobody's automatic, so-called right to own a gun comes before that. The onus 
should be on people who wish to own guns for whatever reason to explain why they should. 

Guns are used in a frightening number of domestic violence incidents. I read an article last week which 
suggested that something like 150 domestic violence incidents in Victoria last year involved a gun of some 
kind. If we ignore this and somehow suggest that people have a right to own a firearm before the right to 
protect the community, despite a history of family violence, we are not taking the problem seriously 
enough. That is why I allude to the matter today because it has been on my mind a lot and on the mind of 
other women I know. 

/ 
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We had a discussion about censorship some weeks ago, and a number of people spoke recently of their 
concern about television violence. They even referred to the news, and even some reports of the incident in 
Tasmania have been criticised because of the way the media reported that violence. Certainly there has 
been a lot of criticism of violence in R certificate videos which can be readily obtained from video shops in 
the suburbs. I share that concern. Television is controlled separately from films and videos. We could 
legitimately ask whether this voluntary code which is imposed upon the electronic media by itself and 
which governs television viewing is being enforced. I am not suggesting more stringent controls or 
anything that is not voluntary, but an investigation of whether the codes have been enforced is a legitimate 
step to take. 

We also must ask whether violent video games should be scrutinised more carefully. As I made clear 
during my speech about censorship, I understand very well the concern about civil liberties and the 
reluctance to prevent adults from viewing whatever they choose. I have that view about these matters. 
However, the fact that there is such genuine and widespread concern and so many people have become 
agitated about the possible effects of films·on the small screen, particularly the large number available in 
our community, means we should at least reassess the matter and consider whether the tests that have been 
done in the past have been satisfactory. The jury is still out on this matter. Some people doing the studies 
believe viewing violence does not have an effect on people. Others maintain that the sheer number of 
people who commit violence and who obviously have a history of viewing violent videos means we should 
look at the issue very carefully indeed. 

The fact that Hollywood stars have in recent days talked of their concern about violence in Hollywood 
movies is interesting, because many of them would have made a lot of money as the stars of those violent 
movies. Certainly, the directors have made a great deal of money making those films that undoubtedly 
have a public. Something in us all seems to attract us to such films. The fact that even the people who 
make such movies are beginning to criticise them makes one wonder whether anything will change. We 
should take this on board as a community and look into it carefully before we set it aside as something we 
can ignore. 

As a group of people we must overcome this culture of violence that has developed and seems to suggest to 
people, particularly young people, that they can solve any problem or minor frustration by approaching it in 
a violent way. I heard some years ago that the peace movement had set up and wanted to promote the use 
of ways of solving disputes in a non-violent manner. I thought at the time it was a good idea, and we all 
talked about the possibility that this proposal for the non-violent resolution of conflict might surface in 
schools. I understand that some schools teach this method, and that my colleague the member for Kenwick 
will address this later. We need to think carefully about how we reward violence in our society, and how in 
many areas of life in our community we have a violent reaction to things that concern us. We should think 
hard about how the act of violence, the promotion of violence, and the lack of control that some people 
have been wont to demonstrate in public have tremendous potential for harm in a society where we have 
now - as we did not have in other periods in the past - sophisticated high powered weapons which have, 
alas, in recent times been all too readily available in our community. 

I want to go onto another matter which is not related in any way to this. However, in view of the way the 
matter was discussed in Parliament recently, perhaps it does have some relation to what I have just 
mentioned. I want to say a few wo,'ds about cats, which are a much maligned animal with a long history of 
cohabitation with human beings as either mousers or companion animals. In recent days, as anyone who 
reads widely will have found, there has been a lot of discussion about the effects of cats on wildlife in our 
community. Again, rather like the issue of violence in general, this is a controversial subject. There are 
strongly differing views about this from people who work in the same field. Biologists and 
conservationists are ranged wide apart from each other on this issue. I am sorry that my colleague the 
member for Peel is not here at present, because I warned him that I wanted to say a few words about this 
subject. 

Although I have no difficulty with dogs, my colleague the member for Peel seemed to have a great deal of 
difficulty with cats, and I wanted to draw his attention to the fact that there was a different view about this. 
Many harsh words have been said about cats in this place, particularly during the Dog Amendment Bill 
debated in recent days; specifically about the value of cats versus that of dogs and also about the danger or 
otherwise of feral cats, as predators of birds in particular. There is absolutely no doubt that cats are 
responsible for the death of some birds and small animals, although how many is still extremely 
controversial even among conservationists and biologists in our community. I read an article today in 
which one expert took another to task for the other's strong views about cats as predators and said that this 
was an extreme view. He said that cats living in the suburbs, well contained in houses with a curfew put on 
them and a bell around their neck, was an entirely different matter from cats ruiming feral through the bush 
in the country and outer metropolitan areas. Members will expect this sort of attitude from one who is a 
patron of the Cat Haven in Perth, and it would be expected that somebody like myself would urge others to 
adopt a more thoughtful attitude, a less extreme attitude, to cats than we have heard over the past week or 
so in Parliament. It is obvious that many people, particularly older people, are devoted to their pets and I 
see no reason why they should not be alarmed when they hear what has been said in Parliament over the 
past 10 days or so. I am urging on this House a more careful and less overheated attitude to this matter, 
and I make no apology about that 

I feel that I need to say some words in defence of these animals, about their value not only as companion 
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animals for single people and old people but also for families who want to teach their children how to look 
after another creature. It teaches children to be careful of not only other creatures, but also other human 
beings, and for that reason alone, we should be less extreme in our attitudes towards having these 
companion animals as pets in the metropolitan area. I also believe we need to listen to the words of people 
from the Cat Haven who have run that establishment for some 30 years. They have been calling for 
compulsory sterilisation for almost 30 years, and continue to support it. They know how the careless 
treatment of animals by some human beings - those people who neglect their pets - can lead to these 
animals going feral and causing a problem in the community. They continue to beat the drum about 
compulsory sterilisation, ~nd they want to see a drastic reduction in the number of sadly neglected animals 
that wander the streets and they must pick up every day of the week. 

They also know how devoted people are to their pets. I have no doubt about that; where I live people have 
a number of pet animals that all wear bells and have been sterilised. Those people make a point of looking 
after their animals very well. The animals are important to those people who care for them. I am sure that 
members in this House have heard of the medical research conducted on the beneficial and stress reducing 
effects of pet ownership. It has the effect of improving human health, and for that reason we should adopt 
a more moderate attitude to this mauer. We should be aware that this is a complex issue and I do not think 
we should adopt a simplistic attitude to it. 

I read a story in The West Australian last week in which the RSPCA warned people who, in their dislike of 
animals, were becoming vigilantes and were taking it upon themselves to trap or treat cruelly animals they 
saw wandering around the streets. For all sorts of reasons we should discourage people from doing this. It 
is an unpleasant thing; it is a violent act and should not be encouraged in any young person or any member 
of the community. It is for that reason we should be aware that this is a complex issue. Experts in the field 
do not share the views of those who adopt the more extreme view about the danger of cats. If we are as 
careful as we should be as members of the community, there are ways of taking care of these animals that 
do not damage other small animals. 

I congratulate, in passing, the people who work at the Cat Haven in Shenton Park for the wonderful work 
they do. They are very sincere people who work extraordinarily hard. They are selfless. They have a task, 
which other people do not want, of looking after neglected and sometimes wild animals from the streets. 
They are only too aware of the results of human carelessness and neglect regarding animals. Once again I 
congratulate them for the wonderful work they do. I am sorry that every day of the week they must see the 
results of the carelessness of some people. 

Finally, I will say a few words about Robert Riley, who died last week at the age of 41. Robert Riley's 
death has left thousands of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in this country deeply saddened. In 
many ways his short life was profoundly sad. It has become well known to the community how Robert 
Riley grew up. He was one of that generation of Aborigines who were taken from their families for, I am 
assured by the people who were responsible for that policy, all the best reasons in the world. Nonetheless, 
it was a tragic decision for many thousands of people who suffered it. Robert Riley was one of those 
people. I recall him telling me that he met his family again only when he was in his teens. Despite the 
sadness of this man's life it is a tremendously significant life in another sense. He had an extraordinary gift 
of communication with both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. His passion for Aboriginal rights 
carried him through many terrible personal crises and certainly deeply affected the many people he met in 
his work. 

I met Robert Riley in 1980 or 1981 at a conference we both attended at Muresk. I was immediately 
attracted to him and impressed by his extraordinary intellect and the way he put his case for his people. He 
was most impressive and after that we became very good friends and saw a lot of each other because we 
were both involved in similar causes and we worked together on many issues. Always, like the many 
people who counted themselves as his friend, I valued his opinion about matters and how Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal people should reconcile themselves and begin to deal with the terrible problems that are a 
left over from colonial times. Like all those people who count themselves among Robert Riley's friends I 
was devastated when I realised I would never see him again. 

Robert Riley will be mourned by many people in this community for some time to come. All of us who 
mourn this man can be assured that his honourable life, which touched and inspired so many, has very 
definitely left a mark. Robert Riley's death is a terrible loss, but his courage and great spirit can point the 
way to reconciliation for all of us. To quote the words of an Australian combat photographer, Neil Davis, 
who was known by many members, he will not suffer an age without a name. It was a phrase which Neil 
Davis often used about his dangerous life. He died while filming combat in the 1980s. He used to quote 
the words of a French philosopher which went something like this - "Better an hour of glorious life than an 
age without a name". When I thought about Robert Riley I thought that his very honourable life would 
serve as an inspiration long after this sad time which many people are going through. He certainly will not 
suffer an age without a name. 

MRS ROBERTS (Glendalough) [4.43 pm]: I raise a mauer of serious concern relating to a contaminated 
site in Bellevue. As far as I am aware, it is the worst polluted site in the metropolitan area. It is a clay pit 
of 25 000 cubic metres full of toxic waste and is located within a residential area. I share the concerns of 
the people in that area for their health and safety. 

The site has existed for a long time and it has a substantial history. It is difficult to consider the site 
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without giving its background and I intend to do that in my preliminary remarks. In 1957 a company called 
Western Oil Refining Co Pty Ltd purchased lots 57, 58 and 60 in Bellevue. At the time lot 61 was 
occupied by the Bellevue Modelling Works. Only last evening I was speaking to someone who told me 
that sump oil and other oil started being deposited in that clay pit at the time he purchased his first FJ 
Holden. The site has a long history. The site has been transferred to various companies on several 
occasions; in March 1981 it was transferred to Western Oil Company Pty Ltd and in 1985 to Omex 
Petroleum Pty Ltd. In 1988 lot 60 was sold to Osborne Ceilings Pty Ltd. I am advised that from the late 
1950s to the late 1970s the site was used for the re-refining of lubricating oil and after that it was used as a 
blending facility for petroleum products, and that use continued until recently. 

I have heard conflicting statements about the use of the site. The owners stated that the oil was stored at 
the site prior to re-refining and other indications are that it was re-refined on site. The Department of 
Environmental Protection has registered its doubts about the site being used only for storage. Information, 
which I believe has some credence, suggests that the pit was filled to a depth of five metres with bricks, 
rubble and fibrous plaster waste. It was then fiIled with sand, more bricks, car bodies and oil drums. It is 
clear that the sludge from the re-refining of the waste lubricating oil was dumped in the clay pit. The 
sludge was produced from the process of centrifuging or filtering of used lubricating oil which was then 
washed with a sulphuric acid solution. The sludge is acidic and contains hydrocarbons and heavy metals, 
especiaIly lead and it has contaminated the whole pit, which is about 25 000 cubic metres. If members 
want to compare that, they can do so with the East Perth contaminated site of 10 000 cubic metres. 

In August 1988 Osborne Ceilings bought lots 57, 58 and 60 from Omex Petroleum Pty Ltd. It understood 
that the contamination went down only two metres and its plan was to remove the top two metres and 
replace it. That idea proved very quickly to be impractical. In November 1988 there were reports of a spill 
and it was suggested that it occurred because the bund that Osborne Ceilings had attempted to put over the 
pit to confine it was breached. In 1988 a lot of complaints about the odour emanating from the pit were 
made to the Environmental Protection Authority, and I wiII come back to that later. 

In January 1989 a sample from the site analysed by the Chemistry Centre (WA) indicated high levels of 
lead, chromium and cadmium. As a result, a pollution abatement notice was served on Osborne Ceilings. 
The notice was appealed by the company and subsequently an S73 directive was issued to Omex. Osborne 
Ceilings' case was that it could not clear up its one-third contamination while beneath that was two-thirds 
of the contamination that it alleged was the result of the operations of Omex Petroleum and not its own. 
Osborne Ceilings claimed at that stage to have spent about $30 000 on its cleaning up. 

In April 1990 an S73 direction was served on the owners of Omex Petroleum. That direction required the 
company to establish the quantity, nature and composition of the material at the site; to establish the extent 
of the waste material polluting the adjoining land and the ground water system; to recommend the best way 
of dealing with the problem; to submit a detailed report to the Environmental Protection Authority; and to 
implement all the recommendations that were measured. At that point Omex Petroleum claimed not to be 
responsible for the discharge. 

In May 1990 the EPA requested funds from the Minister to investigate the site. In September 1990 Omex 
Petroleum was advised about the work required to comply with the direction. In October 1990 it replied 
that it had retained Dames & Mr>ore Pty Ltd to produce a report. That report indicated some of the 
pollution in the clay pit may be escaping. 

In March 1991 lot 60 was transferred from Osborne Ceilings to Mark Quackenbush and Leslie Cullen. It is 
notable that Mr Quackenbush is a director of Omex Petroleum and Mr Cullen is the secretary. In May 
1992 government officers inspected the site. They determined that remedial works were not satisfactory. 
Instead of the dome shape of the cap or bund, the surface had sunk into the ground. Mr Quackenbush had 
ceased monitoring the surface run-off because he determined there was no contamination in the initial part 
of the process. Further unsatisfactory factors included that no caveats had been placed on the titles of 
contaminated land and that surface run-off was going onto adjacent land. 

In July 1992 officers from the Department of Minerals and Energy investigated the site. Their task was to 
recommend measures to determine whether the site was suitable for containing the waste. All along a 
couple of key factors had to be determined; that is, whether the clay sides of the pit were retaining the 
waste and whether the bottom of the pit prevented the waste from getting into the watertable. In August 
1992 Omex Petroleum was advised that the site was not suitable for containing the waste and in September 
1992 it declined to do the work that it had been asked to do in the S73 direction. It seems that after that 
response in September 1992 nothing happened for seven months. 

The next event in the saga has to do with the Turners, who had lot 51 Henkin Road. Early in 1993 Mr 
Duncan Turner bought lot 51 and began to erect a house. When he started this process he suspected the site 
was contaminated. Some of the local people suggested to me that it was a pretty simple thing to work out. 
It was just a matter of walking into the backyard and having their feet slip in this dreadful black sludge. Mr 
Turner contacted the EPA which took samples and analysed them. They indicated excessive levels of lead 
and a very low pH. That means a very high acidity that would be typical of the waste in the pit. It 
determined that the contamination of Mr Turner's site was probably due to the breach of the cap of the 
Osborne Ceilings site, as it probably was at that time, in November 1988, and its spillage onto his site. It 
was also believed that contaminated storm water had drained onto the site and there was some seepage of 
the clay pit at depth. 
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At this point Mr Turner, who apparently purchased the lot in good faith, not realising he had purchased a 

contaminated site, sought compensation from the Government I am advised of a Cabinet decision to offer 

Mr Turner a $100 000 interest free loan. After negotiations between the Ministry of Justice and the 

Turners' lawyer, State Cabinet offered Mr Turner an ex gratia payment of $42000. There is one very 

startling point about this matter. I am advised that it is impossible to speak to Mr Turner about it. A 

secrecy agreement is in place and he will not speak about the agreement which he came to with the 

Government. He said that as part of the legal arrangement for accepting the ex gratia payment of whatever 

the final amount was - I know for a fact that the State Cabinet determined to offer him $42 000 - he was 

required to sign a secrecy agreement To me that rings some alarm signals. It looks like the State 

Government has bought off one' of the landowners. It has bought him out so long as he goes quietly and 

does not talk to anyone. Although the adjoining landowners may not have a spillage onto their sites, they 

have some legitimate and serious concerns about the contamination of their properties. 

On 16 March 1994 another direction was served on Omex Petroleum. That investigation required that the 

contamination be cleaned up by May 1994. Nothing happened. Omex Petroleum was never formally 

advised that it was in breach of that direction. That was the case until the report dated 16 November 1995, 

which I have read. I am not aware whether, subsequent to that date, the Department of Environmental 

Protection has advised Omex Petroleum that it is in breach of that official direction from the department. 

I will now deal with some of the reports about this site. One of the earlier reports was done in May 1989 

by Sinclair Knight and Partners. This report found that there was an oily waste deposited in the pit, and 

that there were high levels of toxic substances including sulphuric acid, lead, chromium and other heavy 

metals. The Sinclair Knight report found that the waste was contained by the clay walls, that pollution of 

the groundwater was unlikely, but that sand and gravel within the clay might act as conduits for pollution. 

It is notable that the Government received advice towards the end of last year that the claims in the Sinclair 

Knight report of May 1989 had been proved to be untrue. There is no guarantee that the material is being 

contained within the walls on site. It is now suggested that the pit is open to the bottom. The warning 

about the conduits for pollution within the clay is very significant. Later I will refer to the transfer of water 

between both the Guildford and the Leederville aquifers. 

The Sinclair Knight report recommended further drilling to determine the contamination, that the site be 

fenced, that appropriate warning signs be placed around the perimeter of the site and that a wall be 

constructed to prevent run-off into the pit. As a result of that recommendation, further drilling was 

undertaken. A Dames and Moore Pty Ltd report in 1990 said that hard clay was visible on the surface 

underlain by moist, wet, sandy material between 4m and 9m in depth. This is the first report which 

questions the integrity of the walls of the pit. The report indicated that the contamination extended to a 

much greater depth than earlier reports had indicated and that the contamination clearly entered the strata 

by lateral migration from the residue stored in the former clay pit. It of course recommended further study 

on the impact of this pit on the immediate area and remediation of the site. 

Another report was done by the Chemistry Centre (W A) in January 1994 at the request of the Department 

of Environmental Protection. It was charged with determining whether oil waste from Omex Petroleum 

Pty Ltd had contaminated lots 51 and 52 Henkin Street and, if so, the health risk to residents or users of the 

land. One point worth noting is that the centre's only brief was to examine sites 51 and 52 Henkin Street. 

Local residents living in many other lots are equally concerned about the risk to their health and safety. 

This report was used as a basis for the direction served on Omex in 1994. 

The conclusions were as follows: It was highly acidic and there was up to 2 per cent lead. Aerial 

photographs provided by the Department of Land Administration showed that the original boundaries of 

the Omex site overlap onto lot 51 and possibly lot 52. It is probable that oil waste underlies the eastern end 

of lot 51, that water run-off accumulated on lots 51 and 52, and that at some stage Omex had dug a deep 

seepage pit on lot 51. There was an historic oil waste overflow which extended onto lot 51. The eastern 

end of lot 52 is remarkable for its lack of significant grass cover in contrast to vigorous grass growth on 

other areas of both those lots. On excavation, remnants of flooding are readily seen as is contamination 

resulting from the seepage pits. The soil was shown to be contaminated with lead acid and hydrocarbon 

residues. The sand covering the Omex pit was visibly contaminated with liquid and tarry residues coming 

from beneath the sand. The report concluded -

the rear part of Lot 51 is contaminated with acid, lead, PAH's and saturated long chain 

hydrocarbons; 

the level of lead, coupled with the low pH of the soil, may represent a health hazard to young 

children using the contaminated land for residential purposes; 

the clay beneath the contaminated soil has low pH indicating that the acid is leaching from the 

contaminated soil; 

there appears to be significant contamination of the air on Lot 51 by sulphuric acid and HCl; 

it is apparent from the study that the 'Oil waste disposed of into the Omex pit is not contained ... 

the material is mobile and is permeating through the sand covering the pit; 

high acidity, lead and PAH levels in the oil waste renders it a very hazardous material; and 

the sand covering the Omex pit is clearly inadequate. It not only allows oil waste to escape, it also 
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allows water to penetrate the oil waste, leaching acid, lead and organic material from it to 
groundwater and runoff ... 

The report contained further recommendations which I do not have time to detail. However, that is the 
general impression of that report. A further Chemistry Centre report of December 1994 following the 
ground water investigation concluded that there was evidence of petroleum hydrocarbon contamination in 
the bore water and that the source of contamination was unknown, but that there were two possible 
sources - deep seepage from the pit or introduction of hydrocarbons into the bore. At that stage the 
Chemistry Centre suggested a new bore be drilled and it may be able to eliminate that second possibility of 
the introduction of hydrocarbons to the bore. 

It is evident to me that the contamination is undoubtedly from that pit It is uncertain, to say the least, 
whether the walls or the floor of the pit contain the waste. Some reports suggest that the bottom of the pit 
does not contain the waste. This is particularly significant because not only do we now have evidence that 
the Leederville aquifer at approximately 27m is being contaminated, but also above that in that same 
vicinity is the Guildford aquifer. The Guildford aquifer is not a contained or closed aquifer. There are 
fissures along it between the Leederville aquifer. The other significant aspect of the hydrology of the site 
is that this is the highest point of the Leederville aquifer. It serves as a recharge area for the Leederville 
aquifer. 

I find it impossible to believe the Leederville aquifer could be contaminated without the Guildford aquifer 
being contaminated. Some testing has been done locally, but I do not think it is sufficient; for example, I 
am told that at the nearby Bellevue Primary School the bores have significant level of PAHs. It has been 
recommended to people they do not drink the water. I have some concerns, especially when the water is 
being used on a playing field, that children may come into contact with that contaminated water. The latest 
report from the Chemistry Centre contains some interesting results. That information is provided by the 
Chemistry Centre in a letter to Dr Paul Vogel at the Department of Environmental Protection who 
concluded the following results -

Geological information indicates that the pit of residues has clay sides but is open to the 
subsurface sand layer at the bottom of the waste material. This allows for water movement into 
and out of the pit depending on the level of the surrounding water table .... 

Preliminary conclusions are that the pit is leaching toxic materials into the surrounding upper 
aquifer and also into the environment at the surface due to the changing water table and rain. 
Capping of the pit with an impervious layer until a remediation program can commence is 
suggested to reduce leaching due to rain and stop egress from the surface. 

That is exactly what has happened. It was announced in a press release in February 1996 that the 
Department of Environmental Protection would put a temporary cover over the pit. Some of the local 
residents have suggested to me that is a bit like putting a lid on a bucket which has a hole in the bottom, 
and I believe they are right, because while putting a cover over the pit will prevent rain from falling 
directly on top of the pit and leaching into the watertable, the latest report from the Chemistry Centre states 
that water moves up and down through the bottom of that pit. The watertable is only two metres from the 
surface at the Omex site, and because that watertable is quite close to the surface aquifer in Guildford and 
there are high water levels in that area, that is a significant problem. It is not just a matter of rain falling on 
top of the site and permeating through; the water in the Guildford aquifer also moves crossways in a 
westerly direction. In addition, there are fissures between the Guildford aquifer and the Leederville 
aquifer, and I am advised that the Bellevue area is a significant recharge point for the Leederville aquifer. 

On a broader scale, it is important to note that the Leederville aquifer is a significant water source for the 
Perth metropolitan area: It supplies 28 per cent of the ground water that goes to Perth households and it 
comprises 12 per cent of the total amount of water consumed by Perth households. While on the one hand 
the pollution of the Leederville aquifer is of immense significance and is, I am sure, being closely 
monitored and looked at now by the Water Corporation, the difficulty is that in pursuing that matter and in 
gradually monitoring, assessing and putting in bores to determine the level of contamination in the 
Leederville aquifer, the significant issue of the health risks to local people is becoming a secondary 
priority. 

It appears that while the Government is saying that it is monitoring and checking the water which is getting 
into the LeederviIIe aquifer and it wants to prevent further contamination, it is not looking quite so 
seriously at the contamination of the Guildford aquifer and the fact that the watertable is so low. The 
people around Guildford, Midland and Bellevue who live in low lying areas with clay soils say that during 
the winter rains it becomes very boggy and there are pools of water; and this flow of water both through the 
site and across through the Guildford aquifer gives rise to grave concern. 

People who do not live immediately adjoining the site also have grave concerns. I have spoken to a couple 
who live opposite the site and who have a young child. An analysis of the soil in their backyard has shown 
high levels of lead. There is also a Water Corporation test monitoring bore in their backyard, and they 
have had some difficulty in finding out the results of that monitoring. They had great concern initially 
because they were advised by the Health Department that they should not let their child drink bore water 
and they should be careful about what their child got up to in the backyard, because we all know that it is 
within the normal realms of childhood behaviour to eat a snail or a slug, let alone a bit of grass. However, 
the latest advice which they have received from Peter Di Marco at the Health Department is that although 
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there are high levels of lead, it appears that there is no great problem because, from what they have advised 
him over the telephone, grass is growing across most of that area. It is also difficult to establish who is 
responsible for the high level of lead in their backyard. One of the suggestions was that although they live 
opposite the Omex site, someone could have buried a car body, or something else in their backyard and that 
was the cause of the high level of lead. That is not good enough. 

There is much evidence that some people within the local area have significant health problems. It is also a 
little more than coincidental that the bore at the local primary school has a high level of polynuclear 
aromatic hydrocarbons, and that the local Returned Services League bowling club may lose two of its 
bowling greens because the grass will not grow properly. There are a lot of unanswered questions. Most 
of the local people know about some residents who raised this issue some years ago and were affected so 
negatively by the experience that they no longer wish to talk to anyone about it I believe their child, who 
is about five years old, was diagnosed with a high lead content in his body, and they are concerned about 
that Apparently, the mother of that child has suffered from a number of brain embolisms. I am told that 
an elderly lady who lived nearby had such bad health that she had to move from the area. I am told that 
even now with the temporary cap over the pit, the odour in that vicinity can be very strong and it smells a 
bit like burnt rubber. 

I have no doubt that we are dealing here with an immensely significant situation. This is probably the most 
contaminated site in the metropolitan area. It is not sufficient to deal only with the contamination of the 
Leederville aquifer and how that will affect Perth's future water supplies. It is also about time this matter 
was dealt with to the satisfaction of the local people. The young people to whom I referred earlier and who 
live opposite the site purchased their home last year as first home buyers, and although they knew at the 
time of purchase that industry was situated opposite, they did not know that a pit full of awful sludge was 
also there. They feel they should have been advised at the time and that there should be a register of these 
contaminated sites in the metropolitan area so that people can be advised at the time of purchase. They are 
in an awful predicament. They were advised by Peter Di Marco of the Health Department that they should 
have their child's lead levels monitored. It is not very comforting to suggest that to parents who are trying 
to do their best by their child. What happens if they find some years later that the child has a very high 
lead level? There is no way to reverse that. In effect, they .have been asked to stay there and to be guinea 
pigs. The dilemma is that they do not believe they can in good faith sell the house to anyone else. There 
are claims that real estate agents are not keen to take up listings in that area because there are probably 
some very real questions of liability in relation to what one should advise potential buyers. Had this couple 
known about the pit and the contaminated site opposite there is no way that they would have purchased this 
house last year. They now feel that they cannot in good conscience not tell potential buyers about the site 
opposite and the related concerns. In those circumstances they are not likely to be able to sell the house or, 
alternatively, to get a good price for it. 

There are two issues to be addressed here. One is the pollution of the Leederville aquifer, which is 
significant. I am confident that the Water Corporation will effectively monitor it and deliver drinkable 
water to Perth. With respect to the other, however, I am not confident that local residents are getting an 
appropriate consideration. It strikes me that people in less affluent suburbs do not get the same deal as 
those in more affluent suburbs when it comes to contaminated sites. One of the reasons Bellevue has been 
waiting so long to have this issue resolved is that in the main the local residents do not earn high incomes; 
there are very few professionals compared with the number in more affluent suburbs. They do not have on 
their local committees a bevy of lawyers, accountants, scientists or whatever to assist them to put their case 
to the Government. 

In the course of the past year, for the first time, there has been empirical evidence that the clay pit is not 
containing the sludge and that is what makes this issue all the more urgent. When there are possible health 
risks to children and adults living in the area, that is significant. I am told that the clean-up could cost $Sm 
to $IOm. I have read various Department of Environmental Protection and other reports and it appears that 
solutions such as attempting to contain the sludge within the site appropriately will not work. 

The Government needs to bite the bullet. I am disappointed, to say the least, that the Government did not 
allocate money in this year's Budget to deal with this problem. It should be a priority. It is the worst 
contaminated site in the metropolitan area. We now know that the material is not being contained, there is 
lead pollution, and there is a high level of acidity and PAHs, which are all injurious to people's health. I 
am further concerned that the State Government made a secret deal with one of the land owners to pay 
about $42000, but it did not clean up the site in that process. There is no price too high to pay for the 
health and safety of those local residents. We cannot expect these people to live in those conditions any 
longer. The Government may wish to pursue Osborne Ceilings or Omex Petroleum for the recovery of 
some of the money it will cost to clean up the site. The polluter should pay. If we cannot get the polluter 
to pay in this instance, or if it will take many court cases and much time to get the polluter to pay, if only in 
part, in the meantime because this situation is so urgent and is of such a magnitude, the Government needs 
immediately to step in to spend whatever money is required to completely remove the material from the 
clay pit in Bellevue. 

MR CUNNINGHAM (Marangaroo) [S.27 pm): This is a Budget that takes into account the fact that we 
will have an election in the near future. It does little, if anything, for the electors of Marangaroo. . 

Mr Board interjected. 
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Mr CUNNINGHAM: That will come; be patient. This Budget gives no consideration to the advancement 
of education in my electorate. High schools such as Balga Senior High School and Girrawheen Senior 
High School will have to go begging for vital funds to continue the necessary work and commitment which 
has been ongoing and which is a trademark of those schools. Long overdue upgrades to both schools are of 
utmost importance if we are to continue to see the benefits of the hard work of the school communities, 
which naturally will flow out into the local community. 

I recently attended the twenty-first birthday of Girrawheen Senior High School and the twenty-fifth 
birthday of Balga Senior High School. I congratulate those involved in those school communities for their 
total commitment and the efforts they made to ensure that both celebrations were extremely successful. 
Congratulations must also be extended to the very professional and quality staff of both schools, who are 
held in very high esteem by the community; I refer in particular to Barrie Wells and Merv Hammond. 

I have on many occasions spoken about the commitment that has been demonstrated at Girrawheen Senior 
High School. Barrie Wells recently received the highest accolade given to a principal. A symbolic 
sculpture stands today as a testimony to the principal of the year, a man who at all times has developed 
links between his school and the community. He was recently named Western Australia's outstanding 
school principal. Parents of Girrawheen Senior High School's 150 Vietnamese students raised money for 
the sculpture, which depicts Vietnamese, Aboriginal and Anglo-Saxon children holding hands. It could be 
described as a circle of strength and unity, and that is appropriate as the school's motto is "Unity is 
Strength". Barrie Wells has made an enormous effort during his placement at the school. He understands 
the importance of a high school in our society. I know, and the community knows, that he is about the 
promotion of Girrawheen students. He gives those students a great deal of self-esteem. He encourages the 
parents of the school's 850 students to access the school. He always sings the praises of contributions by 
Vietnamese and Aboriginal parents. 

I had the great pleasure yesterday of visiting the school, and during the half hour I was there we walked 
through the school grounds looking at its various problems. Barrie Wells must have spoken to between 60 
and 80 students and he knew them all by their Christian names. He encourages and promotes each 
program, whether it be the latest school play - I am proud to inform this House they are always sold out - or 
the latest venture of the hospitality and tourism catering students who recently opened their mini restaurant 
to provide members of the community with two course meals in a relaxed and delightful setting. Again, it 
is a program which gives these students practice and invaluable experience that will enable them to take 
their place in the work force. Since Barrie Wells came to the school four and a half years ago many 
exciting and innovative programs have been introduced. He has the special gift of being able to bring 
about change in his school and unite his caring staff, so that the programs presented ensure these students 
have a place in society and are reaping the rewards for their efforts. 

I have previously spoken in this House of the many special educational programs that have been 
implemented by the Girrawheen Senior High School. These programs have been targeted to address the 
needs of students in the local community. For example, the off campus program operates for students who 
experience difficulty within the normal school program. This program has received recognition Australia
wide and its teacher, Helen Bryant, was the 1995 recipient of the prestigious national excellence in 
teaching award. The off campus program is very close to the school. The centre provides positive, 
individualised instruction and care to a small group of students who, for a variety of reasons, experience 
difficulty assimilating in the mainstream school. The aim of the centre is to assist students to return to the 
usual school situation. 

Student services operate a number of special programs to assist and reward students, including study skills, 
youth leadership, achievers' club and student council. The school has an education support unit for 
students with identified learning problems. The school is a special dance school. Students are selected by 
audition and study a variety of dance styles and theory through years 8 to 12. Dance performance is an 
integral part of the program. There will be several major dance concerts in 1996, and special dance 
students will take leading roles in the school production of Grease. Students from years 11 and 12 have the 
opportunity to undertake Secondary Education Authority accredited courses in areas such as food, 
hospitality and tourism studies or vocational business training. Such courses provide students with a work 
based structured learning program. In 1996 students in years 11 and 12 will have the opportunity to 
participate in the In Step program which involves students in two days' work placement each week on an 
ongoing basis. 

Many staff have participated in the Stepping Out literacy and learning program, and students are benefiting 
from the incorporation of literacy strategies into all curriculum areas. The 1996 focus will be that students 
be able to write and speak in a variety of text forms. Students receive assistance with their English 
language development. The specialist English as a second language teacher works with students in social 
studies and English. The school psychologist facilitates the learning difficulties project to assist teachers to 
develop strategies to support individual students who have been identified as having learning difficulties. 
Girrawheen Senior High School, with funding from the federal Department of Employment, Education and 
Training, offers a homework centre for Aboriginal students, which is designed to give them assistance in 
their core subjects. The school also operates the non-English speaking background homework centre 
which runs two afternoons a week. It is staffed by a trained teacher. Volunteers assist with the learning 
program by working alongside teachers to help students with learning difficulties. The volunteers are 
organised through the school volunteer program under the auspices of the council of the ageing. 
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The goal of Girrawheen Senior High School is to enable students to develop the understanding, skills and 
attitudes relevant to their individual needs, thereby allowing them to fulfil their potential and contribute to 
the development of our society. The focus areas of the school development plan are: Academic 
excellence - emphasising literacy and improving written expression through the use of computers; pastoral 
care - developing initiative, self-confidence and self-esteem; school image - nurturing appreciation, 
commitment and pride in the school; and social justice - providing equity and access for all students. 

The success of the school has been indicated by the extent to which students attend school as required, and 
participate actively in their .education program. Students develop understanding, concepts, knowledge and 
skills in their curriculum areas identified by the school and implemented within and across all faculties. 
Students develop personal qualities of self-esteem, initiative and self-confidence. Students also develop a 
respect for the rights of others. Students exhibit appreciation of, commitment to, and pride in their school. 
They overcome educational and social disadvantage arising from ethnicity, physicaVintellectuaVemotional 
deprivation, low socioeconomic status and gender. 

This conservative Liberal Government has again failed to provide funding in its Budget for necessary 
general maintenance and much needed improvements to both Girrawheen Senior High School and Balga 
Senior High School. The Girrawheen school buildings are more than 21 years old. They need to be 
painted. The faculty blocks were placed on different levels but no consideration was given to drainage, 
retaining walls or access ways. The situation now is that some quadrangles are higher than surrounding 
paths, which results in flooding and silting over the paths during the winter months. There is severe 
erosion of some of the quadrangles and ground cover will not grow on areas which become quagmires in 
winter and dust bowls in summer. School buildings are not linked by covered walkways and student access 
to seven class areas can be gained only by external, unprotected and open staircases. This creates 
unsatisfactory and sometimes dangerous situations during inclement weather. 

Mr CJ. Barnett: I agree with that, but you accept, I hope, that when the Labor Party was in government, 
you left us with a backlog of $30m worth of maintenance that was not done and should have been done. 
We have spent an extra amount of money and $6m in this Budget. We will catch up with your backlog by 
2000. 

Mr CUNNINGHAM: That is an awful excuse. There is no separation of students and vehicular traffic in 
the original school plan. Visitors and staff cars use the same entrance as students. Basketball and tennis 
courts get considerable use throughout the week. The surfaces are rough and have deteriorated in many 
sections. Some mature eucalyptus trees are dropping branches onto the school quadrangle. This situation 
has become extremely dangerous and some of the trees should be lopped and others removed. These are 
some of the areas that require attention. . 

The maintenance and improvement needs that have been mentioned do not require excessive funds. I 
believe a paltry $300 000 would cover the expenses and give the school a much needed lift that would do 
much for the self-esteem of the young people and the wider community. The need for funding for both 
Girrawheen Senior High School and Balga Senior High School is of paramount importance to the local 
community. This Government has presided over the greatest period of industrial unrest and low teacher 
morale in the history of the W A teaching profession. Girrawheen Senior High School is committed to 
social justice and education for teachers and students. The school acknowledges the need for all teachers to 
work within a supportive school system and an environment that is free from harassment. The school will 
play an important role in School Justice Week commencing on 20 May. 

Mr Board interjected. 

Mr CUNNINGHAM: This has only just happened! I am talking about what has happened in the last three 
and a half years since this Government came to power. Social justice has been identified as one of 
Girrawheen's priorities for 1996. Teachers are familiar with the department's social justice policy and 
ensure its guidelines are met. It is based on the belief that all Australian children have the right to an 
effective education and that schools are for all Australians, not just for the economically privileged, the 
able bodied or the intellectually clever. 

Social justice in education at Girrawheen Senior High School will be achieved to the degree that there are 
no significant differences in educational outcomes arising from ethnicity, socioeconomic status, race, sex, 
physical ability, geographical location or any other variable irrelevant to educational achievement 
Educational provisions reflect the diversity of needs and contributions of all ability, social and cultural 
groups; all students fully develop their abilities, talents and interests and assume responsibility for their 
own lives; all students and their parents receive relevant information to enable them to make informed 
educational decisions and choices; all students participate in relevant and enriching curriculum within a 
supportive school environment that is free from harassment; the different capacities and backgrounds of 
students are valued for the positive contribution they can make to a diverse and complex society; all 
students understand, appreciate and respect differences amongst groups in society; and all students 
understand the nature of the society in which they live and are empowered to redress antisocial problems. 

School parents and citizens' associations such as that at Balga Senior High School are extremely frustrated 
and very disappointed that the long overdue upgrade was once again not mentioned in this year's Budget. 
The President of the Balga Senior High School Parents and Citizens Association, Keith Mynard, was keen 
to point out only on Sunday that Balga has a reputation for trying new programs. He was living on a hope 
that the 1996-97 Budget would be kind to Balga. 
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Mr C.J. Barnett Why don't you suggest he invite me to visit the school? 

Mr CUNNINGHAM: I will arrange that. I have no problem with that at all. 

Mr Board interjected. 

Mr CUNNINGHAM: No, that was a definite positive. People like Keith Mynard are typical of a 
dedicated, caring and conscientious P & C president. He was also P & C president of Blackmore Primary 
School in Girrawheen and is a person whom both the community and I hold in the highest regard. 

There are many dedicated people like Keith Mynard in my electorate who are totally frustrated with the 
current education system. Balga Senior High School will always grasp and welcome trial programs and 
pioneer new strategies. It is a good school with a great teaching staff who care about education and the 
education of their students. They are extremely frustrated in their quest for improvement. A majority of 
the staff spend as much time acting as social workers as they do teaching. The P & C has already spent 
half of its budget on upgrading computers, which should not be the responsibility of any P & C. The Balga 
Senior High School P & C is ashamed to use the school hall, because old curtains in the stage area and 
surrounding windows cannot be replaced because funds have gone into school needs, not wants and extras 
that P & Cs should provide. School grants to Balga Senior High School under this conservative Liberal 
Government have not increased in real terms. One has to take into account what has been lost in added 
responsibilities and liabilities that have been placed upon this school. The change to staff development 
days has saved the Education Department millions. This has never been passed back to the school. 

Warwick Senior High School has been fortunate in having another outstanding principal in Brian Walters. 
Brian Walters is particularly proud of his students' representation at interstate and state levels. His school 
has achieved outstanding successes in many and varied sporting competitions. Warwick Senior High 
School has also had many successes in art, music and academic achievements. The school has been 
extremely fortunate in having a most supportive P & C association. The P & C has provided $300 000 to 
the school over the last nine years. That is a remarkable amount. The school has had outstanding results in 
student TAPE placements for the 1995 year. 

Mr Johnson: I can see a few headlines in the Leader newspaper relating to this speech. 

Mr CUNNINGHAM: Out of 126 year 12 students who applied for TAPE entrance, 116 were successful 
with 103 obtaining their first choice of course. Warwick Senior High School is blessed with a most 
outstanding school publication, even better than the Leader - a quality magazine that keeps parents, 
students and the local community informed of what is happening in the school community, a necessity for 
any successful high school. 

I must mention the professional teaching standards at Mercy College in Koondoola developed under the 
leadership of Dick Finucane, who has indicated that he will retire at the end of this year. It must be a great 
thrill and a sense of personal achievement to retire when Mercy College has received the following public 
recognition: The West Australian recorded Mercy College as second on the "league ladder" of 161 
secondary private and government schools, and placed the college at the top of all Catholic schools in the 
State. The schools ladder was based on the "value adding factor" achieved by schools in the tertiary 
entrance examination results, and due credit must be given to the students who strove for the college's 
distinction. Also, special mention must be made of the teachers who prepared the students for the 
examinations. The stars for the 1995 year who helped Mercy College achieve their distinction were Trevor 
Aung Than, who received a Certificate of Distinction in English and a Certificate of Excellence, and 
Rhagavan Rasanayagam, Paul Nguyen and Merrick Taylor all received Certificates of Excellence. Mercy 
College is rightly proud of its achievements. The good work and success it has achieved is a further plus 
for our local community as we work together, enriched by the gifts of the ethnic cultures and diversity of 
individuals, towards the aims of people of the electorate of Marangaroo. 

Before concluding I present a bouquet to the Minister for Family and Children's Services for the grant of 
$73 185 to the Koondoola Neighbourhood Centre. This has enabled the provision of family support, and 
the grant is much appreciated and deserves recognition. The Koondoola Neighbourhood Centre, under the 
coordinating skills of Jan Bayman, plays an important role in our community in offering practical advice 
and support to families, youths and individuals. The grant will enable the family support service to 
enhance and encourage personal development skills and the social growth of people who collectively form 
families. The grant will enable individuals, groups, couples and families to access counselling, practical 
skills courses, group education and information services about community resources which will equip them 
with skills to help them manage their lives more effectively. The Government has a responsibility to 
recognise family needs by facilitating such support groups. 

In conclusion, I pay tribute to a wonderful couple in my electorate who will celebrate their sixtieth wedding 
anniversary on 6 June this year. Tom and Doris Vigar of Girrawheen arrived in Western Australia in 
October 1949. They were married in 1936 at St Mary's Church of Cater ham, Surrey in England. Tom and 
Doris are active members of the Girrawheen senior citizens group, where Tom has held a number of 
positions on the committee, including president. These people are fine examples of the Aussie battlers who 
arrive in a country with very little and make a home and life for themselves. Tom and Doris have a family 
of three. I congratulate them for reaching a very important milestone in their lives, and I wish them 
continued health and happiness. 

MR PENDAL (South Perth) [5.53 pm]: In supporting the Bill I congratulate the Government on a 
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number of grounds. First, we have yet another balanced Budget introduced into Parliament at a time when 
balanced budgets are by no means easy to achieve throughout the Commonwealth. I also congratulate the 
Government for introducing into Western Australia a degree of financial responsibility which the State has 
not seen for a long time, notwithstanding that this has been achieved through some pain with the 
implementation of the $50 W A Inc levy. Every member probably has had his or her way of expressing 
displeasure to the Government about the introduction of that levy. Nevertheless, people know why the levy 
was introduced - that should not be forgotten. I was pleased to sponsor two motions into the Parliament 
calling on the Government to provide a time frame for the abolition of the W A Inc levy. In any 
circumstances one gives credit where it is due, and I con~tulate the Government for abolishing the levy at 
the earliest opportunity. A:.s the member for Bunbury saId, I am sure that my motions had an impact in the 
abolition of that levy! 

I now tum to two matters within the Budget: First, the Police Department, which is regarded as a big 
expenditure agency, has a budget in the new financial year of approximately $37Om; I shall refer to the 
effectiveness of that expenditure. Second, I shall spend some time on a budget item at the other end of the 
financial scale which is no less important than large budget items; namely, the Swan River Trust, which 
has a budget of a mere $2.7m, although its charter is as important as that of any statutory agency created by 
this Parliament The Swan River Trust has the principal role of enhancing and conserving the river system 
of the metropolitan area. In my case, the river system forms the boundary on four of the five sides of my 
electorate. I will refer in more detail to the trust later. 

It will be no surprise to members, particularly the Minister for Police, to hear that in my three years as 
member for South Perth I have taken a close interest in suburban crime, particularly as it affects the 
electorate of South Perth. Approximately three and a half years ago, I extracted from the outgoing Minister 
for Police statistics which told a sorry story regarding the crime which mostly affects our constituents; that 
is, breaking and entering and home burglary. Those figures demonstrated that South Peith, in common 
with the rest of the State, was in something of a state of siege in relation to burglaries. Also, they indicated 
that the clean up or clearance rate by the police was less than satisfactory. 

Indeed, some 10 per cent of home burglaries are cleared by the police in this State. Earlier this year I 
moved an amendment to the Address-in-Reply to draw attention to the fact that in the past 15 years the 
clearance rate for home burglaries had plummeted across the metropolitan area and the rest of the State. 
For example, 15 years ago approximately 22 per cent of all burglaries committed were cleared or solved, 
but in 1994 that figure had reduced to approximately 10 per cent or 11 per cent depending upon where one 
lives and the electorate one represents. For people to have a 10 per cent success rate at work in any other 
area would be most unsatisfactory and, notwithstanding my high level of regard and respect for the Police 
Force in this State, the results I have outlined are not satisfactory. I shall refer later to a report prepared for 
me by Mr Shannon Callaghan from Curtin University, and I shall develop some important arguments in 
this respect. 

Sitting suspendedfrom 6.00 to 7.30 pm 

Mr PENDAL: The report was researched and written by Mr Callaghan and is entitled "Issues in Crime, 
Western Australia". I requested it in order to come to grips with what appear to be, at least on the surface, 
some of the inadequacies of crime detection in Western Australia and, in particular, to address the issue of 
why we had such a modest percentage clearance rate for burglaries and for that matter the other high risk 
crime of motor vehicle thefts. Time does not permit me to quote more than a number of relevant portions 
of this report, but at the end of my speech I will seek leave of the House to lay the report on the Table for 
the balance of today's sitting, if for no other reason than it would be a valuable tool for the Minister for 
Police, if he obtained a copy, especially given that, I am pleased to say, the commissioner's office today 
sought a copy from my own office. I will seek leave of the House at a couple of points in my speech to 
have incorporated into Hansard a number of the tables, which I understand the standing orders of the 
House will allow in this case. At page 2 of the report in his introduction Mr Callaghan wrote -

This report has four main sections. The first and second are designed as an introduction to the 
complexities of criminological debate. Section One, 'A Review of Criminological Literature' 
aims to give a broad understanding of the theoretical demands of criminology including 
ideological influences on different approaches to crime reduction strategies. Section Two reviews 
the main 'Models of Criminal Behaviour'. This section investigates the dominant explanations of 
who commits crime, and why, in order to better target reduction policies. 

Section Three looks at both domestic and international crime levels. Given that crime figures for 
South Perth can only be obtained from the Police Commissioner, it has been necessary to focus on 
Western Australia's crime levels and clearance rates. This report has had to largely assume that 
South Perth increases are in line with increases for the whole of the state. 

The final paragraph reads -

The Fourth Section, 'Patrol as a Crime Reduction Policy', looks at two influential experiments on 
police patrol. The first concludes that police patrols do not reduce crime. The second experiment, 
called the Minneapolis Hot Spots Patrol Experiment, takes issue with the findings of the first 
experiment and shows that police patrols under certain conditions can reduce crime. The lessons 
from these experiments are then suggested as ways of improving both the existing and proposed 
patrol programs in South Perth. 
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At page 4 of the report Mr Callaghan writes -

Empirical research in criminology consistently reports significant associations between various 
social and demographic factors and involvement in crime. Braithwaite (1989: pp. 44-50) provides 
a list of the strongest and most consistently reported associations which apply mostly to offences 
other than white collar crime: 

He then makes a number of observations. Members may be interested in them, albeit that in some cases 
they may sound self-evident. For example, he writes that crime is committed disproportionately by males. 
It is perpetrated disproportionately by 15-25 year olds. It is committed disproportionately by unmarried 
people and by people living in large cities. It is committed disproportionately by people who have 
experienced higher residential mobility and who live in areas characterised by high residential mobility. 
Young people who are strongly attached to their schools are less likely to engage in crime. Young people 
who have high educational and occupational aspirations are less likely to engage in crime. Young people 
who do poorly at school are more likely to engage in crime. Young people who are strongly attached to 
their parents are less likely to engage in crime, and young people who have friendships with criminals are 
more likely to engage in crime themselves. People who believe strongly in the importance of complying 
with the law are less likely to violate the law. That apart from anything else is a timely reminder that the 
stability of one's background and circumstances and the role that would be played by a positive family life 
are still vital factors - perhaps more so in this day and age - in a person's subsequent behaviour in criminal 
activities. 

A little later in the report Mr Callaghan gets to the nub of the issue when he presents a number of tables, 
which I will explain briefly. I will seek the leave of the House to have incorporated in Hansard three 
tables, all of which I have sought advice on from the Clerks. Also, I have provided them to the Chair. One 
is identified as table 1 at page 10 of the report. It shows the level of motor vehicle thefts and burglary rates 
per 100 000 population for a number of selected jurisdictions. Members who take the trouble to read the 
document will find that the jurisdictions are Western Australia, South Australia, Victoria, Queensland, 
England and Wales, and the United States of America. Suffice to say for the moment that the figures do 
not augur well for Western Australia. For example, the table indicates that in 1990 Western Australia had 
the highest rate of burglaries per 100 000 population of any of those jurisdictions in Australia or overseas; 
that is, 3 075.1 compared with 2963 for South Australia and 1991 for England and Wales. In all cases the 
table indicates that the position deteriorated markedly over the four year period under review. By 1994 the 
burglary rate per 100 000 population in Western Australia had risen to 3 210, whereas in South Australia it 
had actually fallen to only 2 716, and in England and Wales it rose to 2 452. 

(The material in appendix A was incorporated by leave of the House.] 

[See page 1903.] 

Mr PENDAL: At page 11 of the report a number of reasons are given for that increased crime rate in 
Western Australia. The report states -

The reasons for high levels of M.V.T. and Break, Enter and Steal in Western Australia is as 
contentious as the explanations for crime itself. The purpose of this report is, in part, to act as a 
catalyst to urge the government to provide answers. Following is some of the more common 
reasons: 

It then goes on to quote a number of obvious reasons. For example, an increase has occurred in the number 
of registered vehicles in Western Australia. In other words, the researcher is attempting to be as thorough 
and as professional as possible in answering whatever objections official sources might raise in the matters 
we present to the Parliament today. It may be of considerable interest to members to see that some of the 
myths are debunked under the heading "Increase in Youth Crime" where the report states _ 

The suggestion that youth are responsible for the majority of property crime is shown by the 
statistics to be true in the statistics in line with Blumstein's statement that most offenders are 15-
24 year old males ... Fifty per cent of the males arrested for motor vehicles theft are of juvenile 
age and 83 per cent of all break and enter offences are committed by persons aged 20 years or 
younger (Western Australian Government 1988 ... ). 

I begin the interesting part of the quote -

These statistics are more surprising given that the proportion of youth in Western Australia, and 
Australia in general, is decreasing. "In Australia, the proportion of juveniles, males and females, 
remained virtually static between 1964 and 1974, and thereafter started a slow declining trend" ... 
Western Australia's youth population was 17 per cent in 1986 and is projected to decline to 13 per 
cent in 2021 ... In South Perth, between 1981 and the last Census in 1991, the proportion of 
males aged 15-24 years actually dropped 4.7 per cent over the period when crime, in line with 
state trends, should have increased ... This crime increase could be partly explained by the 
increased participation rate of juveniles in motor vehicle theft and burglary, however the decline 
in juvenile population combined with the increase in juvenile participation in property crime does 
not account for the total increase in property crime. 

Finally, under the same section at page 12 of the report it states _ 

Also the suggestion that juvenile offenders have grown into adult criminals is not supported by the 
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arrest data. If the arrest data is subsequently criticised as inaccurate because of the low level of 
clearance rates for property crimes, then logically the claim that youths are committing more 
crimes (which is based on high arrest rates for juveniles) must also be questioned. 

On page 13 a second table shows a comparison of police clearance rates in 1984 to 1994 for selected 
jurisdictions; namely, Western Australia, South Australia, Queensland, and England and Wales. Given the 
two years, the benchmark: of 1984 to 1994, it is shown that in Western Australia in 1984,20.9 per cent of 
burglaries were cleared by the police. Ten years later that had dropped to 11.87 per cent, compared to 
South Australia where in 1984 its benchmark figure was a clearance rate of 10.7 per cent. That figure 
dropped in 1984 to 8.76 per cent That is considerably down on Western Australia's figures. In 
Queensland in 1984,20 per cent of burglaries were cleared; however, that dropped to 14 per cent in 1994 -
a considerably better result than that in Western Australia. In 1984 in England and Wales, 27 per cent of 
burglaries were cleared, and 10 years later 21 per cent were still being cleared. In that 10 year period the 
clearance rate in Western Australia had fallen to 11.87 per cent, whereas in England and Wales, for 
whatever reason, some of which are discussed in this report, that figure was maintained at the relatively 
high level of21 percent. 

[The material in appendix B was incorporated by leave of the House.] 

[See page 1903.] 

Mr PENDAL: The report now gets to the very nub of the question that I address particularly to the 
Minister and his commissioner. Under section 4.4.3 headed "Police Numbers" at page 13 it tells a very 
disturbing story -

The reason for increased crime and falling clearance rates could be assumed to be a proportional 
decrease in police numbers. However, despite having the highest increase in police numbers as 
well as the third highest number of police per 100,000 population, in 1994 Western Australia had 
the second worst rate of burglary behind the Northern Territory, and the third worst rate for motor 
vehicle theft. From the Australian data investigated -

Here the author emphasises the words -

- there appears to be no consistent correlation between police numbers and levels of crime for 
each state. Calls for increased police numbers assume police actually prevent people from 
committing crime. This assumption ignores the fact that crime levels are independent of police 
numbers and more dependent on broader issues such as socio-economic reasons, community 
structure and police effectiveness. 

That somewhat debunks my view on the subject because, like many in this House, I have sought to 
bludgeon the Government to get more officers into the force first, and to get a more visible presence in the 
community. 

Table 3, which I will shortly seek leave of the House to incorporate in Hansard, indicates that of all the 
Australian jurisdictions, Western Australia in the 10 year period from 1983 to 1993 had by far the largest 
increase of police strength. Western Australia had a 21.67 per cent increase in police strength compared 
with New South Wales, 17.96 per cent; Victoria, 7.6 per cent; Queensland, 12.7 per cent; South Australia, 
5.6 per cent; Tasmania, 4.24 per cent; and the Northern Territory, 11.59 per cent. Australia as a whole 
averaged 10.64 per cent against the Western Australian benchmark: increase of 21.67 per cent in the period 
under review. 

[The material in appendix C was incorporated by leave of the House.] 

[See page 1903.] 

Mr PENDAL: On behalf of the South Perth Business Watch, some time last year I placed before the 
Minister for Police a proposition for a trial period in which the Government would fund a proposal to 
increase private security patrols in South Perth on much the same basis as had successfully been carried out 
by private patrols targeting business areas in South Perth. The idea was that if through increased private 
security patrols carried out under police supervision we could virtually eliminate commercial and office 
crime - as had occurred - then the same could be applied across the board in residential areas. I must 
accept that the report before me talks about the evaluation of the displacement theory. Mr Callaghan goes 
on to say -

The research on this subject indicates that prevention initiatives which target certain types of 
crime in certain areas merely shifts the problem to other areas. The success of this program may 
merely lead to increases in burglaries in other areas. 

That challenged my view of it. However, if it is possible for these methods to work on a suburb by suburb 
basis, and the proposition we put to the Minister was in the order of an extra $60m in the Police budget, we 
could apply so much across the board in the metropolitan area that the displacement theory would not work 
because we would not be sending criminals from one suburb to another if we did it on a metropolitan-wide 
basis. We would be eliminating the capacity of the criminal or burglar to move elsewhere simply by 
applying universally the program we outlined to the Minister for Police. 

I tum now to another matter on which I touch briefly. I seek leave of the House to table the document for 
the remainder of this day's silting and commend to the Minister the contents of the report. 
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[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr PENDAL: This report takes a very sympathetic view of the very difficult task facing the Police Force. 
At the same time it debunks some of the mythology I had developed in this field. Nonetheless it comes up 
with a number of very serious indictments such as why we have the highest increase in the past 10 years in 
police strength but a rather abysmally low level clearance rate in the crimes I have outlined. 

The members who follow me will be pleased that I will not be seeking to take all of my allotted time 
tonight. I have one other matter to address which is a metropolitan issue which affects my electorate. At 
the moment the Swan River Trust, the body to which I referred earlier, has a modest budget of $2.7m to 
look after a most important part of the public estate - our river system. It currently has before it an 
application by a small airline operator to run a tourist seaplane off the Como jetty in South Perth. On the 
surface this sounds fine; it would fit in with the desire of the State to see us take greater advantage of the 
tourism potential of Western Australia. 

Mr Board interjected. 

Mr PENDAL: The member for Jandakot is correct. Perhaps I would like to see the venture go below the 
surface because, in this case, it is true that on behalf of my constituents I am trying to sink the venture. It 
would mean the operator being given permission by the Swan River Trust to take off and land a seaplane in 
a landing zone that effectively starts just north of the Canning River, centres on the Como jetty area, and 
finishes at a point just south of the Narrows Bridge. For a variety of reasons, that would be a most 
inappropriate use of our river system. 

Mr Thomas: Is that a seaplane or a float plane? 

Mr PENDAL: I understand it is a float plane, but until the member interjected I did not know there was a 
difference. 

Mr Thomas: One has floats and the other has a hull like a boat. 

Mr PENDAL: It is a very unusual thing. 

Mr Thomas: It is like the ones that fly over my electorate and the electorate of the member for landakot all 
the time. 

Mr PENDAL: I thank the member for mentioning landakot Airport, because that is the next point I intend 
to make. I used to represent landakot as a member of the other place. 

Dr Watson: I will represent them after the next election. 

Mr PENDAL: The member for Kenwick will soon be introduced to the local complaints in the matter of 
Jandakot Airport. I do not want to say anything that will upset my friend the current member for landakot, 
because he is sensitive about this; suffice to say, the noise pollution from landakot Airport has become 
such a serious matter that moves are afoot on the part of some people to move landakot Airport entirely or 
perhaps, more realistically, to move certain functions of landakot Airport to other places like Cunderdin or 
Merredin. What I am getting at here is that I do not want to represent an electorate which on the one hand 
is able to look south across the river to an electorate which is getting rid of a noise problem by sending it to 
an inland destination, and then find myself representing an electorate that has become a Jandakot on the 
river. We would be opening the door to that serious proposition if -

Mr Bloffwitch: You want the privileges of the river and not pay for them. That is the problem. 

Me PENDAL: I know exactly what I want. I want to keep an amenity - the river - which is the reason that 
attracted the member for Geraldton there in the first place. If the member for Geraldton wanted to live next 
to a commercial light aircraft aerodrome he would have gone to Jandakot. However, he did not do that; 
like thousands of people he chose to live in South Perth because it offers one of the best urban 
environments in Australia. One of the reasons it has that very fine urban environment is the river system 
that surrounds it. Something like four-fifths of the boundary of my electorate is made up of the river 
system, therefore I take umbrage at any plan that might put that area at risk. . 

Figures that we have arrived at locally show that the landing and take-off zone proposed for that area of the 
Como jetty would put more than half of the population of the entire City of South Perth within I 500 
metres of the noise of those craft. Secondly, every single resident of the city would be less than 3800 
metres away from that landing point. I point out to members that it is not just a question that we fear noise 
from seaplanes landing at Como. Already, increasing numbers of complaints are coming from the Salter 
Point area which at times is in the flight path of the major aircraft from Perth International Airport. We are 
also being affected by noise from those wretched little jet skis that are operated by private operators off Sir 
James Mitchell Park on the other side of the City of Perth. I suggest a number of things need to be done to 
properly address the problems to which I am referring, and they need to be done quickly: Firstly, we need 
a ministerial statement made to this House and to the other House by both the Ministers for Transport and 
the Environment on a full assessment of the noise levels at Jandakot Airport, to which I have made 
reference, and how a build up in the aircraft activity on the Swan River might affect the urban environment 
of the electorate that I represent. Secondly, I make a formal request for an evaluation by the Environmental 
Protection Authority on the impact of the plan on what is known as the Milyu Nature Reserve which would 
be directly underneath the flight path of the aircraft concerned. Thirdly, we want to be in a position to put 
before the Swan River Trust some new information that shows that the landing and take-off zone near the 
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Como jetty is considerably larger than was flrst thought and considerably larger than the evidence put 
before the Swan River Trust. Members will be aware that I have presented petitions to this Parliament on a 
number of occasions recently from people who live less than 1 000 metres from the Como jetty and whose 
lifestyles will be affected if this application is granted. 

I also make the point that the Minister for the Environment should intervene, and insist that the public trials 
of the landings and the take-offs which I have requested take place with full plane loads. It has been 
pointed out to me by a retired businessman in South Perth that unless we are dealing with trials of fully 
laden aircraft, the noise levels will not be heard at their maximum, and that would allow a distorted picture 
to emerge. Finally, I have taken my own steps for a meeting with the Swan River Trust chairman, Mr 
Totterdell, to argue the case against the granting of that licence. 

People as far as away as the Collier Primary School catchment area are a mere 1 500 metres from the 
Como jetty. People in the central Mill Point area up towards the Narrows Bridge around Ferry Street are 
about 2 400 metres away; and people in Karawara are about 2 600 metres away. All of these people would 
be considerably closer to the landing zone as distinct from the landing point which is flxed on Como jetty. 

It is a serious matter. I do not want to put a dampener on a venture that some people believe is good for the 
tourism trade. However, we govern here for the good of the people of Western Australia. We should be 
thinking about them first and the tourists second. If a tourism proposal is found to be good not only for the 
export earnings that we will derive, but also for the people, it should go ahead. However, it should not go 
ahead if it is at the expense of the people of Western Australia or the electorates that we represent. 

The Government will hear more and more from me on this subject as the application is closer to being 
decided by the Swan River Trust. I conclude on the note that I started: I congratulate the Government for 
bringing in a Budget that is balanced and that has sought to reintroduce flnancial credibility and flscal 
responsibility to Western Australia. I am delighted to see the disappearance of the $50 levy and I hope that 
I, along with all other members in this House, had some part to play in pressing the Government to bring 
that off, albeit in the face of a state election. I support the Bill. 

MR BOARD (Jandakot) [8.07 pm]: I also support the Bill. In doing so I congratulate the Government on 
bringing down its third balanced Budget in a row; as other members have reflected during the course of this 
debate, that is no mean feat in the current economic climate within Australia. To bring down that balanced 
Budget and at the same time reduce state debt and encourage various sectors of the community - both the 
business community and the social sector - shows a great deal of effort on the part of the Government. It 
indicates that the Government is prepared to encourage a number of sectors within the Western Australian 
community. Moreover, it has shown a great deal of responsibility. This Budget has signalled to not only 
the Western Australian and Australian communities, but also the worldwide community that this 
Government has been prepared to show restraint at a time when, because of the political climate, it could 
easily have blown out its expenditure. As a result it is likely to attract more foreign investment into this 
State. The growth of foreign investment is very important to this State and I will reflect on this aspect 
later. 

I will take up one comment made by the member for South Perth. I did not intend to do that, but the 
member referred to the loss of amenity to members of the community I represent. It is an issue of great 
concern to me and, in conjunction With the Minister for Transport, a strategy has been put in place to 
continue support for the growth of landakot Airport, but at the same time through this strategy the 
Government should be able to alleviate the loss of amenity to those residents who are living very close to 
the airport. 

The Federal Airports Corporation recently applied for an extension of the operations at landakot through 
sand mining, the building of a business park on the confines of the airport and the construction of a fourth 
runway. Having submitted its application the corporation was required by the Federal environmental 
protection body to provide an environmental impact statement. It also requires an independent noise 
assessment and that is being done now. That assessment will indicate the significant problems caused by 
aircraft noise. I am sure that the final strategy will alleviate some of those problems as well as provide for 
the growth of the normal operations of the airport. Together with the Minister and those members whose 
electorates surround the airport I am seeking a balance to the issue and I am sure that at the end of the day 
success will be achieved. 

The budget debate gives members the opportunity to address issues which are of consequence not only to 
their electorates, but also to the State and the nation. I was impressed by the speeches members have made 
in this debate, particularly the outstanding speech by the member for Kimberley last week. His speech had 
consequences not only for this State, but also for the nation. On two occasions in this House I have 
addressed the problems confronting young people in this State, but because of the time available to me I 
was not able to expand on them. This debate gives me the opportunity to express my thoughts on this issue 
in a more detailed way. 

One of the good things about being a member of Parliament is having the opportunity to experience other 
ways of life, what happens in other countries and how other Governments deal with issues. There is no 
doubt that the issue of employment opportunities for young people is important not only in this State, but 
also around the world. It is probably the most signiflcant issue confronting Governments. The diffIculties 
y?~~g people face in gaining employment lead to other consequences. On returning to this State after 
vlsltmg other countries one considers the quality of life, the environment, the opportunities available to 
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people, the socioeconomic conditions and the remuneration people receive for the work they do and one 
finds that this State is second to none in the world. It saddens me that we enjoy all these opportunities but 
many young people are facing great difficulties. 

This State has one of the highest suicide rates in the world and that is of great concern to me. I often reflect 
on the reason for that. Young people in this country are taking drugs at unprecedented rates and that is also 
of concern to me. The unemployment rate in Western Australia is decreasing and this Government can 
hold its head high and say It played a significant role in achieving great improvement in this area. 
However, the Government cannot be complacent because young people face extraordinary difficulties in 
today's society. 

I will refer to a publication I received today from the Minister for Employment and Training about the 
successes that have been achieved in Western Australia. I will then outline how this State can do better 
through lateral thinking and having a beuer look at what the world is achieving. In fact, there has been a 
significant decline in unemployment The publication states that youth unemployment in February 1993 
was 21.7 per cent compared with 28.6 per cent two years previously. It is a significant decrease and I 
understand that compared with the rest of Australia, it is eight points beuer than the State with the second 
best figure. It is something about which this State should be proud. This State has also experienced an 
increase in employment. The publication states that employment in Western Australia increased by 
94300, or 12.7 per cent, to an all-time high of 834 900. That is significantly greater than the national 
average of 9.7 per cent. It also states that general unemployment as at February 1993 was 7.9 per cent, a 
decline from 9.8 per cent Again, that is one of the lowest rates in Australia. With respect to trends, this 
Government can hold its head high and can look to significant improvement in those areas. 

I will concentrate on youth unemployment because it causes other problems, including an increase in drug 
usage and in suicide. The goals and directions for young people are well established, but for some reason 
many choose not to compete for employment and training places; they opt out of the competition and find 
their way into crime, drug taking and, in more tragic cases, suicide. This Government and the Federal 
Government must do all they can to work as a team and come up with programs that will alleviate some of 
the problems. I would like the young people in Western Australia to have the same opportunities and goals 
that we had when we were leaving school. I ask members to reflect on what it was like for them when they 
left school. I left school in the late 1960s and the opportunities for training and employment were 
boundless. One of the fIrst jobs I had after I left the Naval College, having served with the Navy during the 
Vietnam war, was as an employment officer with the Commonwealth Employment Service. I vividly 
recall my main task was to place large advertisements in The Sydney Morning Herald, trying to attract 
people to the CES office. There were literally tens of thousands of vacancies and very few people to fill 
them. 

At that time the unemployment rate in Australia was less than 3 per cent. The majority of the people who 
made up the register in the CES comprised those who found it very difficult to get employment, through 
either inadequate language skills or physical disabilities. It was very difficult filling those vacancies. We 
used to visit many employers in the area in which the CES office was located, at Mascot, to explain why 
we found it difficult to fill their vacancies. At that stage I was an employment officer at a hostel at 
Endeavour where a large number of migrants from South America lived. We took to various factories 
literally bus loads of these people who spoke no English, who picked up jobs on assembly lines, taking 
English classes -

Dr Watson: They cut their fingers and worked in terrible conditions. 

Mr BOARD: They wanted the work. It was the way of doing things at that time, and I make no excuse for 
that because it was acceptable practice. Perhaps we learned something from that experience. There were a 
huge number of vacancies and very little unemployment only 25 years ago. Upon reflection, I ask myself 
what has happened so dramatically in this country in 25 years to see such a huge turnaround not just in the 
availability of employment but also in the goals and ambitions of young people in what they can achieve. 

In general terms young people have high ambitions and can achieve their goals. Because it has become so 
competitive, some are opting out of the system and great tragedies are flowing from that decision. Two 
significant factors have contributed to the lack of employment opportunities: First is the relative cost of 
labour in small business and what employers gain in productivity, and I will expand on that a little later; 
second, technology in general has led to employers not needing as many employees as they once did. 

In 1979, having spent some years as an employment officer and having worked for a long time in the 
national employment and training program with Aboriginal people, handicapped people, ex-prisoners and 
people from all sorts of institutions, trying to get them employment, I was involved at the coal face of the 
NEAT scheme where employers were subsidised to employ people who otherwise found it difficult in a 
rising unemployment market. We created what I call false employment. 

Upon reflection on the success of that program, I cannot say that for the hundreds of millions of dollars 
with which I was involved in the program in New South Wales we had any great success in providing long 
term employment for those people. We certainly reduced the unemployment rate; we provided short term 
relief for some employers; but I c&nnot honestly say that there was value for money in those subsidies that 
created jobs where none existed. We were knocking on the doors and talking the employers into creating 
some work for which a subsidy of between 50 per cent and 90 per cent applied, when there was no job. 
The shortfall was met, but ineviUlbly when the subsidy came to an end, so did the employment. Why did 
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it? It was not just because the employer wanted to take advantage of government subsidies but because the 
only way to sustain a job long term was to create a demand for either the product or the service. In short, 
unless the demand exists, the job cannot exist. 

If I wanted to employ someone in my business at $30 000 a year, the real cost to me for such an employee 
would be about $50 000, taking into account relief, superannuation, sick pay and all the other oncosts to the 
employer. In a business working on a 20 per cent gross profit, that meant that the cost of employing a 
person at $30 000 a year was about $250 000 in additional turnover; that is, the business person who 
wanted a 20 per cent profiFto turnover ratio had to increase turnover by $250 000 per employee to justify 
that person's employment. That is why false employment subsidies do not work. No-one is creating 
demand for the product while these people are being employed on subsidised schemes. That demand can 
come only from the employer or from the marketplace. 

During this debate I will address my belief that we as a nation and as a State can do far more for our young 
people, in particular, but generally for unemployed people by creating a real demand by employers for 
those individuals, rather than false employment subsidies. Other people may have addressed that, but I ask 
how we can achieve it. It has been achieved in some places that have come up with innovative programs 
that work. Let us consider the amount of money that is paid in unemployment benefit, various forms of 
social security and job subsidy programs. Given the amount of money it costs the State and the taxpayer as 
a result of unemployment in the form of police resources, juvenile justice organisations or the welfare 
organisations, anything we can do to work positively on employers will be a cheap exercise under a whole 
of government approach. 

Recently I was fortunate to experience some programs overseas that I found to be very exciting. I made 
some inquiries through the United States information office in recent times which has led me to believe 
successful programs are being started in the United States. As I said in my speech in the Address-in-Reply 
debate recently, I do not hold the US up as an example for many things. It has made many errors in it 
social structure. However, this State would do well to look at these US programs. If it works in 
cooperation with the Federal Government, it may be able to achieve some real improvement in our youth 
unemployment. 

One of the programs I am excited about deals with small business in the US. I talk about small business 
because it is important to this State. Western Australia is the home of small business. It brings people 
here. This State is a little like the California of the United States a few years ago. People come here not 
only because of the quality of life but also because they can generate income. Isolation is one of this 
State's greatest assets. It brought me here. Many people come to Western Australia not just to enjoy the 
quality of life, but because they feel there is an opportunity to get into business or to create some market 
where the competition in the Eastern States has become too great. Other parts of the world are similar to 
Western Australia in that regard. To expand in small business or generate additional products, often a 
proprietor will borrow funds from a bank. Business may be doing reasonably well and the proprietor may 
want to install machinery, improve his space or employ more people. The bank will generally say that that 
is fine, but it will not lend money against goodwill. It will certainly not lend money against invoices, 
potential growth or stock. 

Mr Bloffwitch: Did you see the article in the paper the other day where one of the banks in Victoria was 
going to start making loans from $20000 to $40000 on cash-flow rather than assets? They tried it for 12 
months and found it very successful. 

Mr Trenorden: That is Westpac. 

Mr BOARD: I am excited to hear that; I had not heard about it. That is the way we should go. I will not 
bank bash in this debate because it is not necessarily a responsibility of banks to carry the can for small 
business. However, they have been less than cooperative with the small business sector which has paid a 
price for many of the sins of business and entrepreneurs over recent years, particularly in Western 
Australia. Having raised a loan, small businesses usually pay extraordinarily high interest rates. 
Ultimately that means that a small business person working on 8 per cent or 9 per cent net profit is working 
for the bank. That offers no great incentive. 

I notice the Minister for Commerce and Trade is in the House. I congratulate him for a number of reasons, 
not least because of his efforts to create more business for Western Australia and in particular his 
concentration on the small business sector. That is greatly appreciated in the community as reflected to me 
by people every day. I am a great fan of the Small Business Development Corporation, as is the Minister. 
Today I am arguing that it should have more teeth. It is not the responsibility of banks to stick out their 
necks and take unnecessary risk on small business development. However, there is an opportunity for the 
community as a whole to get involved in small business. 

As members will know the taxation system in Australia sees people rewarded for investment in real estate. 
It is commonly called negative gearing. If we make a profit in our business or employment, the accountant 
may advise us to buy some property and offset any losses incurred in the payment of that property against 
taxation, thereby reducing liability. That is perfectly legal, and the practice seems to be extremely 
widespread. However, my concern is that much of that activity does not produce any real, long term 
wealth for the nation. In the main it does not produce much business activity. It certainly does not reduce 
unemployment to any great extent. It might improve the housing sector, although the housing sector tends 
to reflect the state of the economy generally and consequently fluctuates. I have not seen evidence of any 
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great improvement in the housing sector as a result of negative gearing. Why do we not create 
opportunities for negative gearing in areas in which we can create real employment growth in this State and 
opportunities for employers, particularly small employers to generate more goods and services and become 
not only competitive .but also export-oriented? That has happened in some States of America which is 
trialling a program. A small businessman who has been operating for three or four years and has been 
generating some reasonable profits - his goods are in demand - may wish to expand. All his money is tied 
up in stock and advertising and he would like to borrow $500 000 from this bank at a competitive rate. In 
other words he does not want to pay much more than the prime interest rate, certainly not too much more 
than the general housing rate, unless his profit margins are great, because he does not want to work for the 
bank. Under this program the bank would say that it would love to support that loan but it does not want to 
carry the can entirely on its own because the business has been operating for only a few years and the bank 
does not want to be too highly exposed. Therefore it would apply to the Small Business Association in the 
United States. 

The SBA would consider that loan favourably because this loan will guarantee not only additional revenue 
and product but also another six jobs. That is the prima facie for the guarantee of the loan. The SBA 
would guarantee 80 per cent of the loan and the bank would guarantee the other 20 per cent. Members may 
say that that is not much chop because the Government would be exposed to the tune of $400 000 with the 
guarantee on that loan. Members may ask, "What is new about that and how can the Government expose 
itself to millions of dollars around the State?" It does not stop there. The bank will take that $400 000 and, 
as part of a global package combined with a series of other loans, it will float a portion or portions of that 
loan on a secondary market for any individual, corporation, superannuation fund or whoever to buy. 

The member for Avon's enterprise may have made a profit and want to buy a slice of a loan and therefore 
offers to take $100 000 of that loan. The interest his enterprise earned on that loan would be tax free. In 
other words it is a negative gearing incentive for people to invest in small business or business 
development. Its operation has seen unemployment drop significantly in the States involved in this 
program. Youth unemployment has fallen to below six per cent according to the US Information Office. 
People may say that the Government will lose a great deal of revenue because it will not attract the taxation 
it would normally attract on that kind of investment. However, I do not believe that to be the case because, 
for the reasons I outlined earlier, people who make that kind of profit may be negatively gearing it in areas 
which, in my opinion, are not productive to the State. They are not producing goods and services which 
make this State more competitive on the world market. They are not going into areas which are conducive 
to the creation of jobs, with the exception of some additional construction jobs in the housing industry. 
However, under this program the grant of the loan is based upon the applicant's ability to create jobs. The 
beauty of the program is that those jobs are obviously real jobs; they are produced by an employer who 
needs to expand in order to produce goods and services. The bank is not exposed to any great extent, 
because the exposure is to only 20 per cent of the loan, and the Government is not exposed, because the 
guaranteed portion is spread across a much wider market. 

Mr Riebeling: How fully is it taken up by private investors? 

Mr BOARD: It is taken up 100 per cent, and I understand that the failure rate is less than 3 per cent. 

Mr Trenorden: In Chicago a loan of $1.5b has been put together for power, and that has been taken up 
totally under this scheme. 

Mr BOARD: It is difficult to see who is the loser in this program. It may be said that at the end of the day 
the Government is missing out on additional revenue, but it is not; it is saving money on social security and 
on the other costs which relate to unemployment, and it is also retrieving taxation revenue from the people 
who are employed. 

For this scheme to be fully effective in Australia, the State Governments should operate in conjunction 
with the Federal Government. However, if that cannot be achieved, this State can adopt mechanisms to 
achieve results which, while certainly not as spectacular, will be on a similar scale, based on payroll tax 
relief or other incentives that we may be able to offset against the loan program. 

The principle behind the scheme is the creation of long term, sustainable jobs, rather than subsidised jobs, 
or jobs which do not exist. The hundreds of millions or billions of dollars which have gone into 
employment subsidies in this country over recent years have not made an iota of difference in reducing 
unemployment in real terms. They certainly have not led to an increase in productivity or to the creation of 
goods and services. All of that can be achieved under this program, with no cost to the Government. In 
fact, it will lead to a profit for the Government in the long term, if that is the objective. I commend that 
program to the House and to the Government, and I intend to pursue it through other avenues. I know that 
the Minister for Commerce and Trade is interested in hearing about this program in more detail, and I will 
be putting together a paper for him. 

I congratulate the Government again for what I consider to be an outstanding Budget, for two reasons. 
Firstly, it increases the amount of money which is available for important services in our community such 
as health, police and education, and no-one can argue that that is not the case. People can argue only that it 
is not as much money as they would like. Secondly, it is a restrained Budget because it will achieve a 
reduction in debt. That will save the State interest on that debt, and also it will encourage financial markets 
to invest in this State. We now operate in a global climate, where we compete not only against other States 
but also on the world market, and the investors of the world shop around for economies and States that are 
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producing and performing. Therefore, it is important that we attract increased investment dollars to 
Western Australia. That will occur only if we have balanced Budgets and debt reduction programs. I 
support the Bill. 

DR WATSON (Kenwick) [8.45 pm]: My contribution to the budget debate will address two major 
issues: Violence against women; and disability services, in particular the implications for people with 
psychiatric disabilities. The Leader of the Opposition said during his contribution to the Budget debate that 
this is an unusual Budget for four major reasons. First, it is clearly a pre-election budget. Secondly, it is 
based on a different strategy from that on which the last few coalition Budgets have been based, because it 
emphasises social prograins rather than bean counting. Thirdly, it has been brought down very early and 
before the 1995-96 figures are released; therefore, there is an element of risk in making the predictions that 
have been made. Fourthly, it is predicated on a myth that the specific purpose grants to Western Australia 
from the Commonwealth will not be cut. At its heart, this Budget contains the fundamental flaw that it 
fails to take into account the impact of the huge cuts in grants that are likely to be made by the Federal 
coalition Government when it brings down its first Budget in August. Some chinks, if not holes, are 
already beginning to appear in the Budget in the two areas that I have chosen to address. 

In leading to the points that I want to make about violence against women, I am pleased to be able to 
congratulate the Federal Government on the way in which it has brought together a number of different 
parties and interest groups to enunciate a clear and strong position on the control of firearms in Australia. 
While it is true that the dreadful tragedy at Port Arthur initiated this policy, it is also true that every three 
weeks there is a "Port Arthur" in Australia: Every three weeks 35 or 36 people die either by suicide or by 
murder through the use of a firearm. However, as a rule those people die in their homes, and the 
occurrence is unknown to the Press. If it is a death by suicide, the person's family often hides it from the 
community. We must remember also that it is women who for several years have led the push for an 
effective uniform national gun control policy in Australia. 

Last year, the Institute of Criminology published some edited papers entitled Australian Violence: 
Contemporary Perspectives 2. While I cannot elaborate on those papers, it is interesting to consider the 
costs of violence to the community. Those costs are largely unquantified. It has been estimated that the 
average murder costs about $lm; the total cost of assaults in Australia is probably over $300m per annum; 
the cost of imprisoning violent offenders is about $200m per annum; and the Government awards in excess 
of $20m per annum as criminal injuries compensation. It is time to acknowledge that violence is deeply 
rooted in our society and in our culture. It is breaking that tradition, that acceptance of violence, that is the 
huge challenge for lawmakers and people concerned with public policy. 

In the introduction to the book, Duncan Chappell, the Director of the Institute of Criminology, asks how 
violent is Australian society. He makes 20 observations, including one about historical trends. He states 
that Australia is a less violent country than it was during the years of its establishment as a penal colony 
until Federation, but it is much more violent now than it was after the Second World War. It seems that we 
have been particularly inured to the increase in violence and, over time, we have begun to accept greater 
levels of violence than we would have done just after the war. 

The federal Attorney General said that the challenge to Australia and to lawmakers is to acknowledge that 
we live in an increasingly violent culture, and that guns are only the tip of the iceberg and are symbolic of 
the fears that people have about violence. Again, I applaud the Prime Minister for clearly putting on the 
agenda the issue of violence on television, not only in video games and computer games but also in the 
news. In consultations that I had with 11 and 12 year olds last year I was told very clearly how disturbed 
they feel after watching violence on the television news. Proposals have been put forward in editorials, 
they have been put to parliamentarians by the media and suggestions were made in last weekend's The 
Weekend Australian. It appears that people are focusing on the wrong end of this debate. Unless we 
acknowledge how central to our lives violence is we will never be able to break through it. 

In 1993 I raised the issue of violent video games and I learned a lot about the way in which these games are 
made and promoted. I draw the attention of the House to a magazine called Hyper, which is promoted as 
Australasia's only independent games magazine. A review of a game called "Mortal Kombat" - which I 
note is advertised on the side of Transperth buses - deals with features that people might be looking for, but 
one column is dedicated to blood. It states -

What made Mortal Kombat such a huge hit in the arcades? Let's face it, in terms of depth of 
gameplay and chaJlenge it was no match for Streetfighter II. It was the blood and guts and the 
fatalities that kept you playing, wasn't it? If blood and guts is an important part of the 
gameplaying experience for you ... then [this particular version] will be a real disappointment. 

In another review of something called "Lethal Enforcer" one column is dedicated to justifying the gun. 
People play with control pads that simulate a gun. We know very well that children learn through 
reinforcement of certain behaviour - either negative or positive. Of course, video games, whether 
constructive or destructive, rely on progress through reinforcement. It is all very well to say that children 
can distinguish reality from fantasy, but paediatric medical and psychiatric journals are starting to shed 
light on the way in which viewing violence might impact adversely on children and, particularly, on pre
pubescent boys. 

An article in the British Medical Journal of February 1994 relates the incidence of post traumatic stress 
disorder in a small group of children who had viewed a particular television program. Clearly, I cannot go 
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into the findings of all of these studies and research projects, but this should alert members to the fact that 
the door is being opened now in the medical profession to the kind of impact that violence has on children. 
Another article published in the prestigious American Journal of Social Issues shows that, if we are 
seeking to intervene to prevent children from learning aggression or to prevent them from developing 
violent responses to conflict, we must consider the fact that there is a cumulative learning process during 
childhood. Dr Heusmann concludes -

Aggressive scripts for behaviour are acquired from observation of media violence and aggressive 
behaviour itself stimulates the observation of media violence. 

The Weekend Australian of 11-12 May contains an article quoting Paul Wilson, who is a noted 
criminologist The article quotes Professor Wilson as follows -

... the general conclusion from hundreds of studies done over the years on the effects of TV and 
video violence is that it probably tends to make children with heavy viewing habits more 
aggressive. .. The evidence is that kids who have heavy doses of violent videos tend to be more 
aggressive in terms of how they interact with other kids, but as a contributor to violence it would 
be a relatively minor factor. 

He is further quoted -

While I don't think that violent videos are the trigger for mass killers, there is considerable 
evidence to show that violent videos can tell a potentially violent person how to express his 
violence. The copycat phenomenon is real - but only with people who have got a predisposition to 
be violent. 

We can link that to how children learn to be violent in those very early and vulnerable years. We can talk 
about parental responsibility, but it is also important for us to acknowledge that parents cannot be 
everywhere. Many children have television sets in their own rooms and, despite parents' best intentions of 
censoring their children's viewing in their own homes, children visit other homes. Underneath it all, the 
violence on news broadcasts concerns children themselves. I have been told that by children of 11 and 12 
years of age. I do not want to watch violence on television, and they certainly are very fearful of it because 
that is the real world, the world of adults in which they do not feel as safe as they should or as safe as they 
have a right to feel. 

The Baha'i community held a conference at the weekend for their status of women group, which I attended 
very briefly. Quite a number of workshops were relevant to developing nonviolent means of resolving 
conflict and developing peacefulness in children and families. They brought to my notice a book edited by 
some Canadian academics and practitioners in this philosophy of developing a peaceful community. On 
the one hand, we can seek to resolve conflicts through mediation or through developing nonviolent means 
of conflict resolution but, on the other hand, we can teach peace and values that are important to 
developing a nonviolent community. I commend the teaching I see embraced in this book, which is 
essentially a handbook for parents to teach virtues. I understand it is practised as a pilot project in 10 state 
schools in Western Australia. We hear quite frequently in this place, and also through the media, that we 
need to return to old fashioned family values, and that there is virtue in those values. The Baha'i people 
have established 52 virtues, one for each week of the year, and this handbook goes through each one to 
explain why it should be practised as a basic value, how to practise it, and how people will know when they 
have succeeded. It contains a range of virtues, including loyalty, justice, peacefulness, reliability, self
discipline, respect and other basic values. If accepted in our education system, these values would very 
much contribute to our children learning to respect, and in tum receiving respect from, adults. 

In order to develop a nonviolent community we must address a huge range of issues, besides national 
uniform gun laws and new approaches to gun ownership. The laws and procedures that deal with all types 
of violence against women and children must be modernised, and government and community based 
programs must be properly resourced. The media, especially television, must be subjected to rigorous 
ethical controls in relation to violence. Parents need education about how to control and censor access to 
violent interactive games and films. Creative campaigns for reducing men's and boys' aggression against 
other men must be initiated and resourced. We must also address violence in sport, on and off the field, lhe 
future of boxing as a sport, the conscious rejection of war toys for children, ongoing community education 
programs about racism and sexism, and promotion of safe limits of alcohol consumption. Above all, we 
cannot sanction violence in the State by allowing corporal punishment in schools. 

My colleagues the members for Victoria Park and Perth were with me today at the launch of a report by the 
Western Australian Research Institute on Child Health. The second of three reports released by the 
institute concentrates on family and community health. When introducing the report, the main researcher, 
Dr Zubrick, was very clear about ways of shaping children's behaviour. He made it very clear that if a 
community wanted to raise nonviolent children, it could not condone any kind of physical or corporal 
punishment 

Only two weeks ago I was at a public rally held to remember the women and children who have died as a 
consequence of domestic violence. At that rally the Minister for Family and Children's Services 
announced to those present that from this year the Women's Refuge Group of WA would once again 
receive government funding. She indicated it would receive $40000 a year. There was no doubt in 
anybody's mind that it was to be recurrent funding, which would make up for the funding loss initiated by 
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the previous Minister for Family and Children's Services. Five working days later I received a fax from an 
unknown source indicating that, predictably, there were strings attached to the commitment. This 
illustrates my point about holes already appearing in the Budget. The Women's Refuge Group has been 
given an impossible time frame in which to provide a business plan. It has one worker and she is supposed 
to provide a business plan at 31 July next year in return for five instalments of $10000. It is not an 
allocation of $40000 a year recurrently; it is $50 000 over 15 months, by which time the group is supposed 
to have privatised itself and prepared a business plan showing ways and means of raising money from the 
community. Women's refuges are an essential service. It seems to me the Government would not treat the 
providers of traffic lights, 'Schools or roads, for instance, by giving them money to help them formulate a 
plan and then telling them they are on their own and must raise money through cake and craft stalls to keep 
their services going. The Women's Refuge Group provides a service to its members. It is a peak body that 
services all the refuges throughout Western Australia, not least of all by advocacy, lobbying government, 
and providing training and preparation for people who work in refuges. Those women burn out after a 
couple of years. All the time they are faced with people in terrible crisis and terrible stress. Women's 
refuges save lives. I have calculated that Minister Nicholls, the former Minister, took about $57 000 out of 
this budget and they will get back $50 000 over 15 months. Members should never forget that there are 
always more children than women in women's refuges. 

The budget for the women's portfolio allocates, I think, $900 000 for domestic violence programs. It will 
not go anywhere. If the Government wants every police region to have a domestic violence intervention 
project, the bare minimum that it must fund each region with is $95 000 for a court worker and a crisis 
advocate. At the moment that work is being done by refuge workers in conjunction with cooperative 
police. It is being done, I understand, in about four police regions. It is unfair to impose those tasks and 
functions on police regions that are not properly funded. The women who act as crisis advocates and court 
workers feel that their own safety is compromised too often. 1 advised the group at Kalgoorlie that it 
should no longer try to run its intervention project without any kind of funding. The amount of $900 000 
will not go anywhere. A minimum of $1.5m is needed. However, in reality, about $250000 a region is 
required. That would amount to a mere $4.2m to adequately fund these services. That will ensure that not 
only are women and children safe but also perpetrators are dealt with appropriately, proper preventive 
programs are put in place, and children and women get the counselling they need from refuges and in the 
community after they have been victims of violence. 

Before I move on to my comments about the Disability Services budget, I take this opportunity to 
congratulate the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council for making a very strong policy statement and a 
church commitment to domestic violence as a community responsibility. I was in Allendale Square when 
the Archbishop of Perth, Barry Hickey, launched this with strong words. I commend the Catholic Church 
for its stand. 

The Disability Services budget on its face looks rather generous. There is no doubt that there is a 
commitment of $18m more, an 18 per cent increase, which works out to about 14.5 per cent in rea] terms. I 
am concerned though about the way in which disabilities impact on the lives of ordinary people. As the 
House will know, I have a motion on the Notice Paper for us to investigate in a bipartisan way the impact 
of direct and indirect costs of disabilities on household budgets. I am glad that the Minister for Resources 
Development is here. The ordinary costs of living are very real hidden costs for people with disabilities. 
Frail and incontinent people take a long time to have a shower and they have to machine wash every day. 
The cost of water is now becoming an impost that is increasing the hidden costs associated with 
disabilities. So also will the electricity and gas imposts in this year's Budget have an adverse impact on 
those people with disabilities who need to heat water for showering, washing machines and washing up. 
People with disabilities cannot be hurried; they use more water. The costs have increased. An article in 
the Sunday Times last weekend pointed that out. That is a very real and hidden cost that the Minister may 
not appreciate. 

There are other hidden costs in the system, one being the cost of privatisation. Only today I received from 
an unknown source a confidential memo - I do not know whether the Minister for Disability Services is 
here - prepared in the Disability Services Commission about a tender for cleaning and related services in 
disability services hostels. As yet the union and workers have not been officially informed. The Disability 
Services Commission has selected Kennedy Cleaning Services (Aust) Pty Ltd for this tender. Every two 
weeks, just over 1 800 hours of cleaning is done in these hostels at a cost of $878 000 per annum. The 
Kennedy tender has reduced the hours by 7] per c6nt and the costs by 30 per cent. The member for 
Nollamara has brought to our notice the standard of cleaning in schools; the member for Victoria Park has 
brought to our notice the standard of cleaning in hospitals, particularly at Royal Perth Hospital. The other 
point is the cost of outsourcing and the cost of paying staff for voluntary redundancies. I understand that 
most of these staff, when this tender was discussed with them in the early stages of preparing the tender 
documents, opted for redeployment. Where will they be redeployed if the Government is hell bent on 
taking its cleaners from its services? 

1 am concerned that the 120 hours of cleaning work that is now being done at the Disability Services 
Commission hostels, including Fairholme, Boston, Dorset, Norwich, Bristol and Sussex hostels, will be 
reduced to only 83 hours a week. That works out to about five hours a day less spread over one or two 
cleaners. This will have severe implications, not only for cross-infection, but also for those kinds of 
infections that affect one's gut. If faeces or stomach contents for instance are not dealt with quickly and 
appropriately, people are left open to a very real risk of spreading diseases such as gastroenteritis and liver 



1886 [ASSEMBLY] 

disease in this kind of residential accommodation. I have grave concerns about that aspect. Only this week 
the Labor Party circulated its position on privatisation in disability accommodation, which is available for 
any interested member. I also have concerns about fIre safety procedures in disability services 
accommodation not only because of the tragedy at Kew, but also because I understand that Norwich, 
Boston and Dorset have two staff in attendance at night. The residents at these facilities have terrible 
disabilities and cannot respond to commands or move themselves at all. Two staff attend a population of 
24 in one facility, 28 in another and 32 at another. Also, no sprinkler system is in place. I understand that 
the instruction to the staff is to telephone the fIre brigade and to make sure that they save themselves and 
anyone who can walk. That is not satisfactory. I have placed questions on notice regarding the fIre safety 
procedure in these hostels. 

This appears to be a good Budget because it is based on the sale of government assets. Government 
members will recall that the estimated sales for 1995-96 were to return $15Om, yet we saw an income of 
$670m from asset sales. This year the estimate is $173000. Although I recognise that we do not have a 
bank to sell this year, the Hospital Linen and Laundry Service, disability services accommodation and 
riverfront land at Heathcote, Mt Henry and Sunset, I understand, may well return a greater amount from 
asset sales. The community does not like its assets being sold to fund services. 

In about August last year I lodged a complaint with the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission 
alleging that the State Government was discriminating against people with psychiatric disability because 
they were precluded from making applications for accommodation support. The Government has provided 
a funding round this year of $3.45m. I applaud that, but not nearly enough is provided. This allocation 
will largely go to people with cognitive and intellectual development disabilities. Between 600 and 900 
people with psychiatric disabilities are homeless, are at risk of being homeless or are in totally unsuitable 
accommodation. My complaint with the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission is being 
progressed. Last week I was asked to respond to the Health Department reply to this complaint. Members 
can imagine my surprise when I learned that the Health Department had made its own inquiries on whether 
the Disabilities Services Commission was being discriminatory. When those matters were discussed in 
Cabinet, the then Minister for Health - the member for Riverton - wrote to the Minister for Disability 
Services; I have a copy of that minute here. 

The Health Department responded to the solicitor on 26 March of this year. Undoubtedly, the Health 
Department believes the Disability Services Commission is discriminating against people with psychiatric 
disabilities in precluding them from applying for funding support. The report which was tabled in 
Parliament today contains a recommendation regarding the commonwealth-state disability agreement. This 
recommended that the agreement be renegotiated in the area of psychiatric disability; that a forum be 
created to support renegotiation, including mental health consumer and provider representation; and that 
the Minister for Health be urged to take up this matter with the Minister for Disability Services to ensure 
that the State's obligations to people with psychiatric disabilities are appropriately met. 

In the letter to the commissioner, Elizabeth Hastings, the Health Department states that it had successfully 
negotiated in July 1994 with the Disability Services Commission for the withdrawal of $721 000 in 
disability funding from Heathcote Hospital and for its reallocation for the provision of support services for 
people with psychiatric disabilities living in independent accommodation. Also, the department stated that 
in 1994 the commission made available approximately $2m for accommodation support programs for 
people with disabilities. However, only one project for people with psychiatric disabilities was funded, to 
the tune of $67000. In 1995 the commission made a further $2.3m available for accommodation and 
support programs for people with disabilities, but the eligibility criteria effectively precluded funding for 
programs for people with psychiatric disability. The letter reads-

Prior to the public call for applications for funding, I -

That is Dr Smith; it continues -

- wrote to the Minister for Health informing him that the Minister for Disability Services was 
about to announce a new round of funding for housing support services for people with disability 
and that the Minister and the Board had decided to exclude psychiatric disabilities from 
consideration for funding ... 

Following the public release of the eligibility criteria, the matter was referred to the State Equal 
Opportunity Commissioner, who advised that she could not progress the matter without receipt of a 
complaint. The Health Department provided an extensive range of community support services, but for 
less than $lm. In fact, the resident bed day subsidy in the licensed hostels is only $5.25 a day. The huge 
gulf between these two government agencies, each of which has some responsibility for the provision of 
mental health services, is a sorry story. The Disability Services Commission is being very discriminatory. 
I have argued - it has been clearly seen this way by the Health Department - that the decision of the 
Disability Services Commission in 1995 to deny access for people with psychiatric disability to new 
funding for support services for people living in independent accommodation has effectively denied them 
their rights. 

The reduction in long stay beds - the low cost end of the service system - was more than matched by rapid 
growth in acute admission and readmission - the high cost to the service system - and the growth of 
treatment services in the community. The attitudes and beliefs prevalent in 1986 have changed little over 
the years and are still held today by the program managers within the Disability Services Commission. 
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The problem is that the Health Department currently has some 350 people on its waiting list for supported 
independent housing. At the present rate of public housing provision it will take five years to physically 
accommodate the people on the list. Over the next four years 600 people must be accommodated. The 
department clearly understands that funding previously invested in services for people with other types of 
disabilities cannot and should not be redirected to services for people with psychiatric disabilities. 
However, new funding must be made available - and that is what this is - to all eligible groups on the basis 
of need and not on the basis of historically driven policies. People have a need and a right to expect access 
to community support services, no matter what their disability. The Disability Services Act is administered 
by the State, but the Government and the Minister with that responsibility is discriminating against people 
in that class. 

MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [9.31 pm]: This is clearly a responsible Budget, but it gives back only a 
little of what this Government has taken away in the form of services to the people of this State. In the lead 
up to an election one could say that it is a fair Budget, but one must look at what has happened over the 
past three years to realise it is giving back very little of what this Government has taken away. When we 
on this side ask why more money has not been put into schools, hospitals and other areas which have been 
subject to the Government's funding cuts the rejoinder from the other side is that the Government is being 
financial responsible. Where is the financial responsibility in putting $400m to $500m into the northern 
city bypass, a project which clearly the Ministers for Planning and Transport cannot substantiate because 
they do not have any survey figures for the amount of bypass traffic? What about the millions of dollars 
this Government is wasting on consultants; the rush to contract out costing more than to keep services as a 
government operation; the range of glossy pamphlets put out to promote the image of the Premier for this 
Budget; and the millions of dollars being spent on television advertising, most of which is of very dubious 
value? In this Budget is a huge amount of wastage. One hopes that those funds could be reallocated to 
much better use in areas such as education and health. As I have said, it is a responsible Budget in terms of 
financial management. It has seen a reduction in debt. I ask the Government and particularly the Leader of 
the House, who certainly understands these things very well and, I would say, better than I, to consider the 
liabilities that this Government is building up for this State. I suspect that the Premier does not understand 
it. He may be the Treasurer, but when one asks him a question which is half searching he is never able to 
answer it. Although the Premier and Treasurer has said that the Budget is good and is reducing debt, we 
can look at a whole lot of areas where the Government will be trading that debt for a liability. The liability 
is often totally uncosted by research into what cost the State must meet in future years. 

Let me give some examples: The Government set out in the current year to sell off its fleet of vehicles. 
That program not yet been finalised, but the Government certainly has the intention of continuing with it. 
It is a government asset of $200m to $300m, although not net because one must add on debt to that. When 
the Government contracts out the fleet so that it is privately owned, one may say that it has simply got rid 
of the operation and will pay an annual fee for the use of those vehicles. That is really a liability, because 
the functions of government cannot continue without vehicles. The Government must always provide a 
level of service. This Government clearly wishes to reduce it, but there must be a level of service. For 
those services to be delivered and public servants to go about their jobs there must be vehicles. At some 
time in the future, if the Government decides that, because a cartel or some control of the contracting 
organisations it is paying far too much, the only course it might have in certain circumstances is to set up 
its own fleet. That would incur in today's dollars something in the order of $300m. That liability is 
hanging over the Government. It is difficult to cost but it must be taken account of when the Government 
simply says, "We have come up with all this extra money which we can put into the Budget in a given 
year." 

Another example will be the sale of the buses and the bus services. Clearly that again is an asset owned 
and controlled by the State. Although there may be efficiencies, which this Government has not been able 
to establish, in contracting out and putting aside the question of which is the most efficient, we must 
recognise - as far as I am aware no-one in this Government has recognised it - that it is building up a 
liability, because the State must always provide forms of public transport either directly or indirectly. It 
may reach a situation where the cost of roads becomes so prohibitive that the Government will be required 
to put hundreds of millions of dollars extra into public transport. If that means taking back part of the bus 
fleet or refunding it, even if it is kept under a contractor, the Government accrues that liability. No huge 
windfall is gained by saying, "We have sold off all the buses and we can bring $lOm, $15m or $20m into 
the Budget." It is not necessarily good management. It may be very poor management if one has not taken 
into account the accrual of a form of liability. This can apply to a number of areas. 

To make the point I raise two examples of where the Government has been called in to fund something, 
which is not even a government operation. In a democratic society simply handing something over to the 
private sector does not remove the obligations or in some cases the liabilities of the Government of the day. 
The political pressure in our democracy is such that Governments must step in and pick up the bill. Even 
in the home of free enterprise, only a few years ago the United States Government had to bailout one of 
the major car producers to the tune of billions of dollars. It could not allow it to go under because of the 
loss of jobs. We have had two examples recently. One was the Skyshow, which was set up by private 
enterprise and run for the benefit of the company and the people of Perth generally. It was totally funded 
by private enterprise. However, when the Skyshow went under what did this Government do? It ensured 
government backing for it, because it did not want to see any repercussions on the Government of the day 
by having it closed down. Therefore, money from the government sector was put in to prop it up. I give 
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that as an example, not of any extra liability, but of the way our system works and how Governments get 
drawn in to funding non-government operations. Another more recent example is the A von Descent, an 
excellent event which is for the benefit for the State, not only for the people of the State, but also in 
promoting the State. When it was seen not to have support from the private sector, the Government 
thought it necessary to support it. 

In a democracy Governments cannot simply push operations out to the private sector and say, "We have 
saved money. We have no no responsibihty or liability." Often Governments will be pressured politically 
to put in money and in other cases they will accrue liabilities they must meet for the functioning of the 
many services that we need in our society. I am very concerned that the Minister for Energy will playa 
role in privatising the north west gas pipeline. I am not saying that we cannot come to an arrangement 
which is more efficient, but my real concern is that a future liability to the State has not even been costed. 
Although it is a liability of a more vague form and is clearly not the debt, which will be got rid of - which 
is good - it is in effect a liability created by the Government, because for the next umpteen years businesses 
and domestic users in this State will have to pay a tariff to meet the cost of a private operator. That liability 
accrues to the total economy and may accrue to the State itself. The Government may find that there is so 
much political pressure about costs that it may, having lost control of that facility, have to step in and help 
to refund it. That liability must be taken into account in any move to privatise. 

Mr c.J. Barnett: With the pipeline we are talking about a part-privatisation. What that means in 
percentage terms is not yet resolved. However, under any scenario AlintaGas will retain a shareholding in 
the pipeline that will at least match its commitment to residential users and small and medium size 
companies. 

Mr KOBELKE: I do not want to buy into an argument about that now. I simply put on record that this 
argument is not as simple as reducing debt by passin~ either assets or services to the private sector. It is 
much more complicated than that. When the Opposition asks the Premier questions of this nature he does 
not understand them and he cannot answer them. I hope the Minister for Resources Development, who is 
the responsible Minister in fuel and energy matters, will ensure that in any further move we will be 
presented with details of the real liabilities, and not just an accounting basis of what the assets and 
liabilities are now and how that will be changed when the Government either sells or contracts out part or 
all of that operation. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You have a point to the extent that there is concern at the national level that the 
privatisation in Victoria has simply meant a change of ownership from Australian to foreign hands. 
Whether that will have a damaging effect on consumers will take some years to be answered. 

Mr KOBELKE: I accept that; it is a valid point. However, hidden in it at the end of the day can be found a 
liability to the State. It is not just a matter of getting rid of debt; it is more complicated than that. 

I turn to the figures contained in the Budget and ask: Why was it necessary for the Government to bring on 
this Budget so early? What was the strategy? Does this Budget contain a range of new initiatives that 
require that it must go through by the. end of this financial year so that matters can take effect from 1 July 
1996? The answer is no. This Budget contains no such major initiatives that require it to be brought down 
early. Why then has the Government seen necessary to do that? It was part of the move to have the whole 
budget process earlier in the year; however, that was at a time when the Commonwealth Government 
moved to do that before the State did. Now in 1996 we find that the Commonwealth Budget is to be 
brought down in August. Not only that, it is to be brought down in a climate in which the new Howard 
Government has signalled its intention to cut spending; therefore, it is likely that it will cut spending from 
its grants to the States. 

With the state Budget being brought down early it is difficult to make sense of it because the budget papers 
contain no actual figures, but only estimates for what the expenditure will be at the end of the 1995-96 
financial year. That makes it impossible to appraise whether a program worked, whether it ran to budget, 
and whether the budget allocation for the next year is appropriate in accordance with what has been spent 
in the previous year. Therefore, why has the Government brought it down early? What false premises or 
mistakes arecontainedin this Budget that the Government must hide? That is one conclusion people could 
jump to and ask: Why will the Government not allow time to give the Opposition the actual expenditure 
figures for the current year? I do not think it is the thought out strategy of the Government to hide some 
nasties, although the Budget may contain mistakes. I think the Government wants a Budget that will run 
for three months. This Budget has been done in pencil, not in ink, because the Government is fearful of the 
cuts Prime Minister Howard will inflict on the States in August. 

This has always been a Government that has sought to find someone to blame. For three years it has had 
the convenient excuse of blaming the previous Labor Government. It does not matter what it is: The cows 
are not milking today - it is the fault of the previous Labor Government. This Government conveniently 
picks out the bad examples and mistakes and says, "Look what happened under the previous Labor 
Government." However, that approach has worn rather thin. The Government must now look for someone 
else to blame for the fact that this Budget will inflict much greater hardship on the people of this State by 
the time the next financial year has run its course. We know the Commonwealth will cut into a range of 
programs, and that will affect this Budget. That is why this Budget is being put through the Parliament so 
early - at a time this Government cannot justify and when it does not have available the final figures for the 
current financial year. 
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The federal Budget allows for financial assistance grants of about $1.6b to Western Australia. I understand 
the Howard Government has given an undertaking that it will not cut those grants. However, in tied grants 
from the Commonwealth are specific purpose grants of $1.3b and payments that go through the States, but 
in a different category, of $0.7b, resulting in a total allocation of $3.6b. However, the worry is the $1.3b of 
specific purpose grants. Any major cut to those grants will show that this Budget is done in pencil; it will 
not stand up. It is fatuous for the Treasurer to suggest that the Government. will take no account of what 
occurs with the cuts from the Federal Government; that it will allow its Budget to run and it will stand 
without the programs that are funded by the Commonwealth Government. That argument is not 
sustainable. We cannot l~ve this Budget full of such gaping holes in a range of programs and expect that 
it will mean anything if the Commonwealth makes those cuts as this Government and everyone else 
suspects that it will. However, with his weak leadership the Treasurer will trot out that line. He says that 
he will leave it as it is and that when the cuts come down he will blame the Prime Minister. He will tell the 
people that he has brought down his Budget and the blame for its falling apart, with a range of services 
which cannot function properly, lies at the door of the Commonwealth Government. 

That weak leadership is seen for what it is by the people of this State. It is known that the Treasurer, who 
cannot control the ftascos of his Ministers, cannot control a budget agenda that means anything. We need 
look only at the fiascos of the Minister for Transport. The previous Minister for Education, Hon Norman 
Moore, had to be removed from that J?Ortfolio because of the fiascos he inflicted on our schools. We have a 
Treasurer who is not in control of his Ministers and not in control of this Budget. This Budget will fall 
apart when the cuts from the Commonwealth come down in August. That is the need for this Treasurer to 
bring it on early. 

I will give a few examples in the education area of why this Government could not withstand the cuts from 
the Commonwealth. Many of the specific purpose grants in education are integrated into the total 
education program. I use the commonwealth papers from last year to illustrate my point. The Government 
says in this Budget that there is not much difference from the expenditure of last year. These figures will 
not be exact because there is a difference between the two sets of papers and, as I have indicated, we do not 
have the actual figures, so we do not know what the expenditure will be for the current year. On top of a 
government schools payment from the Commonwealth of about $118m are targeted government schools 
and joint schools programs providing a total of $23m. They cover areas such as schools where there is an 
educational disadvantage, the priority schools program, and languages other than English programs. If that 
money is withdrawn, this Government, which says that it has made a major objective of increasing 
languages other than English programs, will find that funding from the Commonwealth is not there. Those 
programs will not continue to grow as is stated as an objective of this Government. 

Similarly, if funding for the priority schools program is reduced or cut, the pressure on a number of those 
schools currently receiving the funding will be intense. We have seen lately a fair bit of discussion in the 
media about violence in schools. For some schools, the priority schools program provides a means of 
funding to manage some of the difficulties. It may be only a small number of students who are the source 
of the problem, but if the school can provide meaningful programs and convince students to take them up 
and to gain an advantage, the schools will need the extra funding which the priority schools program 
provides. If the federal Budget cuts that out, the schools will discover that a range of programs cannot be 
held together. 

Additionally, approximately $9m is allocated under the Aboriginal education strategic initiatives program. 
A total of $150m in tied grants flows to education. I have omiued mauers such as higher education and 
non-government schools because it does not impinge directly on the Education Department of WAin that 
division. 

I turn now to an overview of the Education budget, particularly the budget of the Education Department of 
Western Australia. The budget provides $1 267m, which is about 18.3 per cent of the total expenditure in 
the Budget. In addition, other instrumentalities contained in this division are the Country High School 
Hostels Authority, the Education Policy and Coordinating Bureau, the Secondary Education Authority, and 
the Western Australian Office of Non-Government Education. The total education expenditure within 
those instrumentalities is almost $1 4OOm; that is, just over 20 per cent of the total Budget is allocated to 
education. We are aware that although there has been an increase in the budget to the Education 
Department of Western Australia, there has been a range of cost increases, particularly the increased 
salaries to teachers. Teachers were awarded a salary increase of 7.5 per cent on average from 1 January 
this year. From 1 January 1997, provided the negotiations are concluded successfully - and there is every 
intention they should - we will see another increase of 7.5 per cent. Given that is for only half the financial 
year, that will contribute 3.75 per cent growth to the wages bill. We will need to look to an increase of 
10.25 per cent in the staffing budget to meet that cost. 

The overall increase in recurrent expenditure is 6.7 per cent. Those two figures cannot be equated because 
they cover different amounts, but the salaries budget in 1995-96 is supposed to be $869m. I repeat, we do 
not have the actuals so that is simply an estimate of the expenditure on salaries for the current year. If 10 
per cent were added we would not have the amount of money in the current budget for salaries, because in 
the 1996-97 Budget the allocation is $913m for salaries - an increase of only $44m. That does not mean 
the money is not there, because the way the budget papers are presented with a lack of actuals, it is difficult 
to determine whether enough money exists to cover salaries. On the best estimate, it appears there is close 
to enough but I cannot be sure. The reason for the changes is that school bus services, which in past years 
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had a budget approaching $40m, has been transferred to the Department of Transport. Mainframe 
processing has been transferred from the Education Department's budget, so those factors are simply 
touched on. The papers do not provide the actual amount so that we can see what has been transferred. 
One can assume only that close to enough money is available to cover salary increases. The suspicion is 
that there will not be quite enough and the suspicion rests on what the Government has been doing for three 
years. It has been cutting programs. When there has been a need for extra money it has been found by 
cutting another program. Therefore, a range of programs and services have been squeezed. The quality of 
education has been reduced because the Government has been all about penny pinching just to move 
money to another area. Therefore there is a basis for worrying. While on the surface one hopes that 
enough money is available to meet the salary increase, the detail is not there to ensure the full amount as 
required. If not, we will continue to see a decline in the quality of education which the Government has 
inflicted on our schools and children. 

As I have indicated, the presentation of the Budget leaves a lot of things obscure. The presentation of 
figures is not adequate to ensure that we fully understand whether the Government has put in money. As I 
go through a few other areas of the Budget that will be seen again in the way the Government has presented 
the Budget this year. 

1)tere appears to be no a~pt to reduce class sizes! wh~ch is ~ extrem~lr important ~spect While the 
SIze of the budget makes It difficult to reduce class SIzes m a major way It IS another thmg to do what the 
Government has done in the past. It has allowed class sizes to drift out; to move up rather than have a 
program of funding to reduce the size of classes. If we do not do something about class sizes we will not 
be able to tackle one of the key ingredients in improving the quality of education in schools. Quality 
education is about contact between dedicated, professional teachers and their students. If class sizes 
increase, the amount of time any teacher can dedicate to individual students is reduced. The whole climate 
of the classroom is changed by the increase in numbers. Quality education is linked to the size of the class, 
but we do not see anything in this Budget to decrease class sizes. Rather there is the possibility that they 
will grow. . 

The budget papers indicate a reduction in the number of FfEs. In 1995-96 the number of FfEs was 
23 738. In the next year it will drop to 23466, a reduction of 272. I assume that is largely through 
contracting out of cleaners and other services provided in schools. I hope it is not a reduction in teachers, 
because we have an increase in the actual number of students. It is recognised in the budget papers that the 
number of students in schools is on the increase, and that a need exists for the Government to meet that 
increased student population. A press release from the Government stated that $2.4m would be allocated 
for 127 additional teaching and support staff. I am not sure what that means. If we divide 127 into $2.4m, 
it is less than $19000 per teacher or support staff. It does not make sense over a full year because the 
starting salary for a teacher is $25000, not to mention the added costs in employing such a member of 
staff. It may be that the Government will take on these people next year and will defer it. However, the 
money is not available to meet the cost of 127 extra teachers for a full year. 

Again, the budget figures provide only part of the information, the fear being that to meet the increased 
salaries, to provide the additional teachers, we will see a squeeze on a range of programs. We have already 
seen how school development grants were cut when the Government had to face the problem of meeting 
the cost of increased salaries for teachers. Therefore it withdrew the school development grants and all hell 
broke loose. Realisation slowly dawned on the people who made the decision that it would drastically 
affect the function of schools by the withdrawal of the school development grant A person associated with 
Rossmoyne Senior High School rang me indicating that part of the grant had been returned. They now find 
that the school development grant is $12500 when previously it had been $25000. Schools cannot 
function if they do not have adequate funding such as that provided through the school development grant. 
Although it has been used to provide replacement staff for a range of programs, whether excursions or 
replacement of teachers attending professional development courses, to withdraw those funds means those 
programs cannot run. The teachers cannot undertake professional development courses, or the level of 
professional development is simply inadequate. 

A matter that I will tum to in a little while is computers in school. One teacher told me that the cost of 
attending a full day computing course is $200 to $300. Not too many teachers will undertake professional 
development in computing with such a small grant going to schools. One must also take into account that 
those courses may be run only during school time; therefore, funding for a replacement teacher would be 
needed. If we do not ensure we can provide that level of professional development, the quality of 
education will not meet the needs of our students. We live in a rapidly changing world. That is a truism 
that we hear constantly. How can our teachers educate our children to meet the needs of today and the 
future if we do not provide professional development so they can keep up with the changes that are taking 
place across a range of areas in education? 

I am pleased to see a substantial increase in the funding to non-government education. Recurrent 
expenditure has increased from $83.9m to $93.9m - an increase of 12 r· cCapital services funding 
has increased 32 per cent from $2Om tof ..• . . erest loan scheme started by the last 
Labor Government which has proved extremely successful. Although it is only a small recurrent 
expenditure to government in meeting the interest subsidies on those loans, that has given many 
non-government schools the opportunity to expand or upgrade facilities to provide education to more 
students or a better quality of edu~ation by an increase in the standard of facilities available. I am a strong 
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believer that the strength of our education system rests on the duality between a high quality government 
education sector and a high quality non-government education sector. It is right and proper that the 
Government fund both of those sectors to ensure that they meet the standards that are required. 

I and many members here will know of parents with two or three children who have sent one child to a 
government school and another to a non-government school, simply because they found in the area in 
which they lived that the education offered in one form of schooling better suited the needs of one child as 
opposed to the other. It is a great strength in our education system that people have that choice. That 
choice also means that a range of different forms of education is available for our children. We should 
encourage and nurture that to ensure 'that it continues. That is why it is important that we provide 
assistance to non-government education. 

I am also concerned to ensure a balance between the two sectors. If the assistance goes too far in one 
direction, so non-government schools are seen as having quality - not necessarily based on results, but 
simply that parents pay a fee for their children to attend and that means some extra attraction - we may find 
that we will not maintain the high standards currently in government schools. It is a balancing act, and I 
would be concerned if we saw a major shift which could undermine the quality of education in government 
schools. 

A matter of real concern to me is the reduction in quality of cleaning in our schools. I have examples of a 
number of schools and I will not mention their names. I am happy to tell the Minister about them, although 
he may be aware of them. I was informed that one school had 18 hours a day of cleaning after an 
arrangement that the previous Minister negotiated with the union. They had already reduced the number of 
hours to try to improve their efficiency. That reduction was reflected in a number of schools by a drop in 
standards. This school said that 18 hours was an acceptable level of cleaning, although there were concerns 
that it was not good enough. What happened then? Cleaning services in a number of those schools were 
contracted out. This school had its cleaning hours reduced from 18 hours a day to 11 hours a day. That 
school is not being cleaned to anywhere near the previous standard. Cleaning in another school in a similar 
area was reduced from 22 hours to 16 hours under the agreement to improve efficiency. However, when 
contractors came in it was reduced to 10 hours of cleaning per day. Again, that school is not being cleaned 
to the standard that it was previously. 

Since Easter, cleaning in a range of other schools has been contracted out. A parent telephoned me with 
this information, and I have not confirmed it with the principal. However, one high school has had the 
number of cleaners reduced from over 20 to four contract cleaners. I am not saying that 20 cleaners are 
needed. They probably worked only limited hours each day, and perhaps the four cleaners work eight to 10 
hours a day. However, there is a reduction in a range of areas with only four cleaners. One example given 
was of equipment stolen from one of the schoolrooms. The cleaners were not responsible. Presumably a 
teacher or someone who had access to a key went back after the room was locked, unlocked it and then left 
it unlocked. Due to that inadvertent leaving of the room open a lot of expensive equipment was stolen. 
Previously the cleaners took a real interest in the school; it was their school. They were around to double 
check that things like that did not go wrong. We are finding as the Government continues to reduce the 
number of cleaners and cleaning hours that it is placing additional duties on teaching staff. That is a waste 
of money. If principals or teachers are required to play an additional role checking on cleaners or doing 
jobs that previously were done by cleaners, that reduces the hours those teachers can devote to professional 
duties, and that will impact on the quality of education to our children. 

Mr CJ. Barnett: There are problems and cleaners, gardeners and others did informal duties that added to 
the school environment; however, at the end of the day cleaning will be maintained. Particular problems in 
schools will be addressed on a merit basis. The emphasis of all of these changes is to get a higher share of 
the education dollar back into the classroom and there are some costs in doing that. 

Mr KOBELKE: I hope the Minister will look closely at what is happening and not give it a cursory glance 
because reducing the quality of cleaning in our schools is important to the quality of education. A range of 
health issues is linked directly to the failure to properly vacuum classrooms, to allow dust, mites and other 
things to build up, and to allow germs to build up on surfaces because they look clean but are not regularly 
and thoroughly wiped. Those problems cannot be excused simply to save a few dollars. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The objective is to maintain, the quality of cleaning. I know problems have arisen in some 
cases. We are looking at the quality of cleaning. 

Mr KOBELKE: I have not had any good reports about cleaning in the schools under the current contract; 
perhaps the Minister can enlighten us where it is working well. 

I will comment briefly on school maintenance. I hope the Minister will give us some accurate figures, 
because when we go into the Estimates Committee it may not be possible to do that if all the money is 
contained in capital funding. I am not sure whether that is true. It may be that part of the funding is 
contained in the recurrent budget, although I have gone through the budget papers fairly closely and I 
cannot find any reference to them at all. The glossy put out by the Premier titled "Budget Overview" states 
that additional capital funding will be allocated to the schools maintenance program. I take it that most of 
the funds, if not all, are contained in the capital works program. 

Mr CJ. Barnett: Of the additional $6m, $3m relates to the coming financial year and $3m for the 
following year. That is on top of what is committed for normal maintenance expenditure. 
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Mr KOBELKE: Is maintenance contained in the capital works program or the current Budget? 

Mr CJ. Barnett That extra $6m is from capital works, and ongoing maintenance is where it has always 
been, which is in the current Budget. 

Mr KOBELKE: I ask the Minister to clarify that for ,me. When I added those figures pertaining to 
maintenance in the capital works program I found there had been a drop of approximately SSm. I presume 
there is money in the current expenditure, but there are no details in the Budget to indicate that. I am 
concerned because the budget papers refer to the increase, but do not give the actual quantum. If the 
Government has a good stOry to tell it should give the quantum. Why can I not find the amount alIocated 
to maintenance in the budget papers? The Treasurer said in his budget speech that there would be -

... a further increase in the contribution to the school maintenance program by $6m over the next 
two years. 

That amount is not included in this Budget Does he mean that there will be $lm in this Budget and $Sm 
next year or none now and $6m next year? He leaves it wide open to question. 

Mr CJ. Barnett There is $4Sm for the 1996-97 financial year and that is a substantial increase. 

Mr KOBELKE: I will come back to the Minister's comment. The Treasurer also said in his budget speech 
that -

By the year 2000, $Slm would be spent annualIy on school maintenance. 

In other words, it is a forward projection and we are not aware' of any other amount, apart from what the 
Minister said in his interjection. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: This is not a good topic for you because when the Opposition was in office it left a 
backlog of $31m maintenance that was not done. 

Mr KOBELKE: The Minister is playing with figures. 

Mr C.l. Barnett: There is a graph to show it. 

Mr KOBELKE: There was a growing problem which the previous Government did not address early 
enough, but it eventually addressed it. In its last two years in government it committed $3Sm each year to 
maintenance. In the first two years this Government was in office it decreased the allocation to school 
maintenance and in its third year it increased it to approximately the same level it was when the Opposition 
left government, and if I were to take into account inflation, it would probably be less. The Government 
has now increased the allocation, which means it has taken it four years to come to and pass the level of 
funding that applied when it was elected to office. That is the reason I am keen to obtain the actual figures. 
If it is $4Sm I will congratulate the Government. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I will give you a publication that details schools maintenance over the past three or four 
years and you will not like it. 

Mr KOBELKE: If they are the figures which Hon Norman Moore put together they are a total concoction 
and they do not mean anything when they are carefully studied. I took the trouble to study them and it all 
came down to presenting a political view which was contrary to what was actually being expended. The 
Government came out with a huge budget which supposedly would be expended over seven years, but 
when the figures were closely examined it was found that the amount did not meet inflation. It looked 
great and it was compared with the last seven years that the Labor Government was in office, but the 
inflation figures were incorrect It was a total subterfuge in an endeavour to indicate that the Government 
was doing something. From what I have been able to ascertain, the allocation which was made in 1992-93 
was not met by this Government in its first two years in office. It spent even less on maintenance in its first 
two years in office than did the previous Government, in its third year it perhaps passed the allocation 
made by the previous Government - it all depends on how inflation was calculated - and in the current 
Budget the Government promises to increase that amount. I would like to see the actual figures and to find 
out where it is outlined in the Budget. 

I will make a few brief comments on information technology and computers in schools. I welcome the 
Government's move to provide $20m over three years for computers in schools. This Budget provides 
one-third of that amount and I understand that the money will provide Internet facilities to schools 
throughout the State. 

Mr CJ. Barnett: And satellite dishes on the roofs. 

Mr KOBELKE: While it is a good initiative I ask the Minister to consider it in a practical way. He shoul,d 
not consider it as something easy to sell to the public and that will prove to be a waste of money. It IS 
exactly what happened in New South Wales and, I suspect, other States. The New South Wal~s 
Government made up a good political story and promised the parents that the schools attended by theIr 
children would have access to the Internet. That is not what computer education is about. A strategic plan 
must be in place for computers in education and to my knowledge that is not the case. To date, funding for 
computers has been met by parents. The parents and citizens associations have raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to ensure that modem computer equipment is provided in schools for the benefit of 
their children. This Government has contributed absolutely nothing. The Labor Government was the last 
Government to allocate funds to this end and that was some time ago. At least it allocated specific grants 
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to equip schools with computers. The Government must ensure adequate professional development. It is 
no good installing expensive equipment in schools if the teachers are not trained to use it to its maximum 
advantage. The Government must also look at the need to provide assistance for technical support. I am 
not talking about servicing the machines, but about being able to plug them in and ensure that the software 
is loaded and running properly. All teachers cannot be expected to be highly literate in the use of 
computers. They will reach a level of literacy to enable them to convey the necessary information to their 
students with professional training, but they cannot continue to call on the dedicated professional teachers 
with expertise in computing to provide the necessary support. 

Mr C.J. Bameu: This is a serious program and it will cost a .lot more than $2Om over the next three years 
to make inroads. 

Mr KOBELKE: I accept the Minister's comment and I look forward to seeing the details because there 
cannot be a serious program for computers if there is no strategic plan. 

I did intend to speak about temporary teachers and the fact that no permanency on probation was given this 
year. It will be a huge disadvantage to a range of country schools and I hope the Government will 
reconsider it. The Opposition will go into these figures in more detail in the Estimates Committee. 

MR OSBORNE (Bunbury) [10.17 pm]: I support this Bill and in doing so I will make some brief 
comments about the positives in the Budget for the electorate of Bunbury. I will also spend some time 
referring to the challenges which remain in the electorate of Bunbury and the south west. While they have 
not been directly addressed by the Government this year I hope they will be addressed as soon as possible. 

I preface my remarks by confirming what has been the general public reaction to this Budget. It is a very 
responsible Budget and has been well received by the financial Press and all sectors of the community. 
Probably only two identifiable sectors of the community have genuine problems with the Budget and that is 
a great achievement by this Government. It has brought down a Budget which is in balance: The outlays 
are in balance and it has managed to keep a tight check on taxes and charges. At the same time, it has 
increased expenditure in the core areas of responsibility which this and any Government faces; that is, 
health, education and law and order. All of this is in the context of declining receipts from the Federal 
Government The Government has been faced with pressures from both sides. Firstly, it has had an 
increase in expectations from the community that services will be provided and, secondly, it has had 
declining revenues, but it has managed to keep taxes and charges down. At the same time it has managed 
to increase its expenditure in those key areas .. It is an outstanding achievement and it shows a sure touch 
and, thankfully for us all, our economy is in a very sound condition. That general view is reinforced in 
Bunbury and the south west Approximately $18.5m of expenditure has been committed to the electorate 
of Bunbury and it will kick off projects of approximately $80m. I shall now mention some of the main 
areas of achievement in Bunbury. 

The biggest positive which came out of the Budget for Bunbury was a commitment by the Government to 
spend $900 000 on a performing arts centre at the Newton Moore Senior High School. I congratulate the 
Minister for Education for agreeing to the proposition which was put to him when he visited Bunbury some 
months ago; that is, that this is a project which is truly worthy of support As soon as I was elected I was 
asked to visit the Newton Moore Senior High School. It is situated in a lower socioeconomic area in the 
electorate of Bunbury and the feeder schools are priority schools; I refer to the Withers and Carey Park 
Primary Schools. Some of the kids who go to those schools do not have many advantages in life. 

The Newton Moore Senior High School has an outstanding music program. I know members always talk 
about the achievements of schools in their electorates; however, I suggest this achievement is remarkable 
for this school. About 150 students are involved in the music program. It has three bands and for the past 
three years its concert band has been the state champion. I ask the House to reflect on the quality of that 
achievement That band comes up against bands from other well-resourced schools in the public sector, 
such as those in Churchlands, Hollywood and City Beach, and wealthy private schools such as Christ 
Church Grammar School, Hale School and Aquinas College. Yet, for the past three years the Newton 
Moore Senior High School band has been the best in Western Australia. I repeat, that is a remarkable 
achievement Members would be amazed at the conditions at the Newton Moore Senior High School in 
which these kids practise. They have practised in metal work rooms, in domestic science rooms and in the 
gymnasium at 7.00 am. It is neither air-conditioned, nor heated. At 7.00 am in the middle of winter it is 
freezing. Those difficulties have been overcome in a remarkable way. 

The former Minister for Education came to Bunbury some years ago, looked at the situation and was 
cognisant of the challenges and problems at the school. We were very gratified that in last year's Budget a 
sum of money was made available to the Bunbury Senior High School for a performing arts centre. 
Although it was received with acclamation by the Bunbury Senior High School, it put the people of 
Newton Moore Senior High School into the depths of despair because the prospects of getting a second 
performing arts centre for a school no more than three or four kilometres away seemed very distant. 
Nonetheless an allocation of $100 000 was made in the Budget this year, with a further $800 000 next year. 
I assure the Minister and the Parliament that that expenditure was very gratefully received, and it will be 
put to very good use. 

The second allocation to which I refer is also in the Education budget. It is not detailed in the budget 
papers; however, it comes within undercover assembly areas. For the past three years I have been asking 
for an undercover assembly area to be completed at the Bunbury central primary school, the only class B 
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primary school in Bunbury that does not have a fully covered assembly area. Covered assembly areas 
come into schools as a matter of course when they are constructed now. The Education Department has a 
great challenge to address the backlog and put covered assembly areas into schools that do not have them. 

We have all been to school assemblies and school concerts in winter when the kids, the parents and the 
staff are in the rain. I know there are four schools in your area, Mr Acting Speaker (Dr Hames); however, 
the sun shines more brightly in Bunbury, so it will be put to better use. When we are putting across the 
SunS mart messages and making people more aware of skin cancer, having children sitting in the sun for 
very long periods at the end of the year is the wrong thing to do. I have a written statement from the 
Treasurer that $100 000 has been allocated to the Bunbury central primary school for an undercover 
assembly area, and that is a long overdue and welcomed allocation by the Government. 

The third item to which I draw the attention of the House with respect to the electorate of Bunbury is the 
$8.1m allocated for the commencement of construction of the new Bunbury Regional Hospital. This 
project has been in planning for several years. It had a most unfortunate start when I believe a mistake was 
made by the Government in assigning the management of a collocated hospital to St John of God Hospital. 
We spent too much time in getting that right, and having got back onto the right track, we now have a 
hospital that not only has all the advantages of collocation but also retains the management of a private 
hospital in a private hospital system. We have spent 18 months working very hard getting the planning 
right. A great deal of community consultation with user groups, public meetings and so on has gone into 
the planning of the hospital, the construction of which will commence in October this year, to be completed 
by the end of next year. 

All members know the importance of health care. This represents a generational change for health care in 
the south west. Bunbury Regional Hospital is quite outdated and does not offer the specialist services, the 
accident emergency and intensive care units and those sorts of modem facilities that have come to be taken 
pretty much as the norm in the metropolitan area. They are not easily available to people in the country. 
At the end of this year we will have those medical services in Bunbury and the south west. For the first 
time we will have a hospital which is a regional hospital. Although the current Bunbury Regional Hospital 
is said to be a regional hospital, it does not operate in that way; it does not have access to 24 hour services, 
or enough specialists on stand-by to say it is a regional hospital. That will change at the end of next year. 

Members also know that Bunbury has the unique situation where the collocated hospital will be on the 
campus of the Edith Cowan University. This is a great opportunity for us to do something unique in 
Bunbury, something that has not been done anywhere else in Australia. We will have a hospital on a 
universIty campus. The opportunities that offers are stimulating. 

I take the opportunity, in talking about the hospital, to acknowledge the role of the St John hospital system. 
When we signed the joint facilities agreement some months ago, I had the opportunity to say a few words. 
I admitted on that public occasion that I have, in part, a concern about the involvement of the private sector 
in health care. My concern revolves around the fact that the primary motivation, the mainspring, of the 
involvement of the private sector in health care is profit. Although that can be constrained by processes 
and structures and can be taken advantage of, I am concerned that at the heart of it there is a motivation that 
in my view is not quite right. To make a profit out of health care it is necessary for people to be unwell. It 
seems to me that it would be better if a different motive were at the heart of the involvement of the private 
sector in health care. 

The concerns are different in the public sector. There is possibly too much distance between providers of 
finance and providers of service. The challenge in the public sector system is to get as much efficiency as 
possible. With the involvement of St John's, we do not have the concerns that we have with the public and 
private health systems. It is a health system that has an ethic driving it, which gives a f!fm guarantee that 
Its heart is in the right place; that it has a mission to make sick people well and that can be relied on for 
eternity. The practices and structures of the private sector guarantee that efficiencies and approaches to 
medical care are as up to date as they possibly can be. The involvement of St John's in Bunbury has been 
one of the great benefits we have achieved in our new hospital. I am aware of concerns about the 
Joondalup and Peel campuses. I am delighted to say that as we have St John of God Hospital in Bunbury 
those concerns are absent in the south west. Those are the three issues that most pleased me about the 
Budget - the allocation for the performing arts centre at the Newton Moore Senior High School, the 
covered assembly area for the Bunbury Primary School and the firm commitment of finance for the 
construction of the Bunbury Regional Hospital. 

The one disappointment is that once again no mention is made in the Budget of money needed for the 
restoration of the Bunbury timber jetty. The Bunbury Timber Jetty Preservation Society has been working 
for many years to retain that structure for historical and tourism purposes. I am deeply concerned that its 
members have nearly reached the end of their endurance. The committee is made up of community 
volunteers including Snooky Manea, the wife of the Mayor of Bunbury, Phil Smith, the former member for 
Bunbury and several other people who work very hard. One of the blows that committee sustained some 
months ago was the tragic death of Graham Bricknell, former Deputy Mayor of Bunbury. He was involved 
in an enormous number of causes in the community. One was the Bunbury timber jetty. If the committee 
was holding a sausage sizzle or raffle, he arranged the barbecues and the caravan. Now that he has gone, 
the committee feels as though it has lost its right arm and I think its members wonder from where they will 
get the energy to continue the job; 
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In a question without notice to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport on the opening day of 
Parliament on Thursday, 14 March I asked whether he was aware that the Timber Jetty Preservation 
Society had waited many years for approval of funds from the Government and had reached the limits of its 
endurance and I asked what provision would the Government make for the preservation of the jetty. The 
Minister restated what many of us already knew; that is, an arrangement is available whereby if a jetty is no 
longer needed for transport purposes the Government will provide to the local aUlhority the money it would 
otherwise use to demolish the jetty, so that it can be used for preservation if the local authority wants to do 
that and a local community group is active in seeking to preserve the structure. As many know, that 
situation exists in Bunbw:y. The Bunbw:y City Council has said that it is prepared to do that work and the 
preservation society has been working for many years. 

At the time, the Minister said that the Minister for Transport would make overtures to ensure that the 
estimated cost for demolition would be paid to the City of Bunbw:y. He said that the Department of 
Transport would allow the council to assume immediate responsibility for the care and maintenance of the 
jetty and the department would retain financial responsibility until the negotiations were completed and the 
money could be paid. In that reply the Minister did not say that money would be available in the Budget 
for that jetty. One would not expect any Minister to say so. I was greatly heartened that the Minister chose 
to answer the question on that opening day. I took it as a sign that money would be included in this Budget 
for preservation of the Bunbury timber jetty. When the Budget came out I was extremely disappointed that 
the money was not there. The members of the Bunbw:y Timber Jetty Preservation Society were also 
extremely disappointed that something for which they had waited and worked over such a long time still 
seems unobtainable. It is money the Government will have to spend anyway; it is not as though people are 
asking for money which will not have to be spent. Money can be allocated to the Bunbw:y City Council 
which will have to be spent to demolish that jetty one day. I ask the Government to allocate those funds as 
soon as possible. 

Although the jetty is structurally sound, and will not fall over and float away, like any structure it is subject 
to vandalism. People fish from it, but people being what they are, accidents happen and sometimes people 
light fires. A couple of fires have been lit on it already and there is a great danger that the entire structure 
could be burnt to the water line. The Government will stil~ have to spend money to clean up the place and 
get rid of the piles. I will take it up again and again with the Minister for Transport. The money must be 
spent now; therefore I ask that the money be made available. 

The other comments I have on the Budget relate to criticisms which appeared in the local media. For a 
range of reasons they disappointed me. In the South Western Times of 7 Maya feature article on the front 
page was headed "Rate rise risk after city's Budget blow". The substance of the article is that Bunbury 
City Council will have to consider increasing its rates substantially to make up for Bunbw:y being ignored 
in the state Budget. The mayor says in the article that he fears that the State Government has turned its 
back on Bunbury. That disappointed me. I stand by the Budget on the basis that it is a fair and responsible 
Budget for everyone in Western Australia. We did what we could for families and small business and for 
our major areas of expenditure and still came in with a balanced Budget. That is the best sort of Budget the 
people of Bunbw:y and anyone in Western Australia could expect. If a Government blatantly sweet talks or 
pork barrels an electorate, all it does is increase cynicism in the electorate at large. For every favour given 
to one group of people another group will be upset. Even from a cynical, political point of view that kind 
of behaviour does not pay dividends. It is all swings and roundabouts; what we gain by keeping one set of 
people happy we lose by making another set of people unhappy. 

The member for Mitchell came into the Chamber a while ago. At the public meeting in Bunbury on the 
Friday after the Budget was announced, when we talked about it, I think the member for Mitchell hit the 
nail on the head when he said he thought the Budget was a good pre-election Budget, but not as good as the 
people of Bunbw:y had come to expect. That is accurate. Through no-one's fault an unfortunate mentality 
builds up in marginal electorates that they have some hold on Governments and therefore expect to get 
unusually good benefits. Although we would like to get unusually good benefits and look forward to 
getting surprises and presents, at the end of the day that does not do anyone any good. As I say, we tried to 
bring down a Budget that was fair to everyone. 

The article referred to a couple of projects which are very close to my heart, in particular one on Back 
Beach. The article implied that the State Government was doing nothing to assist the project. That also 
disappointed me greatly. It is a bit of a misrepresentation and quite inaccurate. The State Government and 
Bunbury City Council have for some years been working together - I think very well - on that project. The 
Bunbury Coast Care Committee has been assisted at every opportunity by officers of state govemment 
departments. People from the Ministry for Planning, LandCorp, the South West Development Commission 
and I attend those meetings. We are all working towards the completion of the Back Beach project. 
Recently $50 000 was provided by the State Government to assist with the completion of a structure plan 
for the project. Only after that structure plan is completed can the Government be in a position to allocate 
capital works funding for its completion and know what it wants to do. LandCorp has produced a quite 
comprehensive report, which includes a feasibility plan, a development program, a civil engineer's report 
and a real estate agent's report. Therefore, it is unfair and inaccurate for the South Western Times to report 
that the State Government has done nothing to assist this Back Beach project. 

I am pleased to have an interest in a second project which is mentioned in that article - the Hay Park 
aquatic and recreation centre. The same article implies that the State Government has no interest in and 
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will do nothing to assist that project. That project is centrally important to recreational and sporting 
facilities in Bunbury and the south west, yet it still has not reached the completion of the planning stage, so 
from that point of view it is hardly fair for the State Government to be criticised for not making a capital 
works allocation to it. Moreover, I expect that that project will be funded from the community sporting and 
recreation facilities fund, which as you know, Mr Acting Speaker, is an off-budget program, so we would 
not expect to see it in the state Budget. 

Mr D.L. Smith: How much do you think would be a fair allocation from the CSRFF? 

Mr OSBORNE: I expect we will know the amount when the plan is completed and we know exactly what 
is being asked for. At the moment that is not known. 

Mr D.L. Smith: It is not the sort of project that would be funded from the CSRFF. 

Mr OSBORNE: There is no doubt that it is a major project, but who is to say that it cannot be funded from 
the CSRFF? We do not know at the moment what will be the size of the project. 

Mr D.L. Smith: I do not think there is enough money in the total CSRFF budget. 

Mr OSBORNE: That may be right. My guess is that the cost will run into multimillions of dollars - $6m 
to $8m - and in that case it is not something which would be encompassed by the CSRFF, but at the 
moment it seems to me that the CSRFF is the first appropriate place for us to look for funding. 

The third area which I want to address is also mentioned in that newspaper article; namely, the provision of 
infrastructure. I agree with Bunbury City Council that a major problem does exist. That problem is shared 
by all major regional cities, so if Bunbury has a problem, I expect that Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Mandurah 
and Albany have the same problem. That problem is that they are regional centres, yet their financial 
resources are confined largely to their own ratepayer base and the Grants Commission. It has been shown 
in recent years that those two sources of funds are entirely inadequate. It has been said many times that 
there is a development boom in Western Australia, and that is certainly the case in the south west. That 
places enormous pressure on regional centres like Bunbury, because they need to provide regional facilities 
for not only their ratepayers but also the peQple of the region. The Government must address this serious 
problem in Western Australia. I have said previously that too much emphasis is placed on development in 
Perth. There are quite enough programs in Perth, such as CityVision, and the member for Perth said earlier 
today -

Ms Warnock: There can never be enough development in Perth! I was shattered to hear that. 

Mr OSBORNE: I was going to give the member for Perth a bit of a shove along. The member for Perth 
talked earlier today about the Northbridge tunnel. 

Ms Warnock: Not that sort of development. 

Mr OSBORNE: I half agree with the member for Perth, because while that project will, I expect, not be 
stopped now but will go ahead, when I look at the amount of money that is being spent on that tunnel, I 
think there are lots of things on which that money could be spent in regional centres like Bunbury. We 
reached the point many years ago where the Government must decide when it will put a brake on the 
growth of the city of Perth. We have quite an unusual situation in Western Australia where it is not a State 
so much as a city-state, and the imbalance in development in this State is now quite out of hand. Until the 
Government starts to put some constraints upon growth in Perth, which basically means to stop funding 
things like the Northbridge tunnel, we will not get a redressing of the balance and we will not get more 
attractions in regional centres like Bunbury, Geraldton and Kalgoorlie. 

Mr Bloffwitch: I am quite happy with what we got in Geraldton. 

Mr OSBORNE: The member for Geraldton would not deny that he could do better if there were major 
infrastructure projects. 

Mr Bloffwitch: There are 1.2 million people in Perth. We have got to look after their requirements. 

Mr OSBORNE: I think it has reached the stage where it has to stop. It is pretty rough to be interjected 
upon by one's Whip! 

Mr Bloffwitch: You are being a bit harsh. 

Mr OSBORNE: I do not agree. The time has long passed when we need to look at the malapportionment, 
if I can use the favourite word of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, of population distribution in 
Western Australia and start to do something serious about it. I do not think that is commonsense. It is 
appropriate for the Government to do what was done for many years in Queensland and say it will cost us 
dollars in the short term, but the long term benefits will greatly outweigh the disadvantages; that is, we will 
do something realistic and commit real money and effort to decentralisation so that cities like Bunbury can 
truly become alternative centres of population and development in Western Australia. 

Mr Board: I guess that once the urban sprawl south of the river reaches Bunbury, you will not have a 
problem! • 

Mr OSBORNE: Surely that is what we are trying to avoid. 

Mr Day: You did not take him seriously, did you? 
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Mr OSBORNE: Okay! 

Cities like Bunbury have major problems with their infrastructure and they need special assistance from the 

State Government to get them over the challenge of providing the necessary infrastructure, and if the State 

Government does not take the lead, I do not see how it can be done. I know that the Deputy Premier got a 

pretty substantial increase in his budget, and if he would agree to shovel some of that money down to 

Bunbury, I would shut up straight away and sit down, but I do not expect him to do so, so I will take a few 

more minutes! 

A lot of money is availabl~ifor these sorts of developments, and if a greater amount of it were dedicated to 

regional centres such as Bunbury, it would address some of our major infrastructure challenges. The 

largest of those challenges is the Glen Iris access corridor. In the next three to five years, 100 000 trucks 

will come through the city of Bunbury, and we will have a crisis. I do not know how we will be able to 

cope with that if we do not have a dedicated access corridor to the Bunbury inner harbour. The Deputy 

Premier has tried various sources of funding, such as the Better Cities program and regional development 

funds from the Federal Government, but both those sources have come up dry, and the Deputy Premier 

must now see whether he can find money in the consolidated fund. That infrastructure project should have 

been completed yesterday, and the city of Bunbury obviously cannot fund it on its own, quite apart from 

the fact that it is a state government responsibility. I urge the Government to consider the special needs of 

cities like Bunbury. It would be appropriate to develop a program which took into account those special 

needs and also what I expect are similar needs in places like Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Mandurah and Albany, 

and which came up with a package of infrastructure support which would get us over the great difficulties 

that we face in that area. 

This has been an outstanding Budget for the people of Western Australia. It certainly will be of benefit to 

the people of Bunbury and the south west. Some challenges still lie ahead of us and we will need to pay 

attention to them, but, on balance, I have much pleasure in adding my support to the Bill. 

MR D.L. SMITH (Mitchell) [10.50 pm): The member for Bunbury finished his speech where he should 

have begun. If he had done so he might have more fairly interpreted my remarks at the meeting at the old 

Bond Store, which discussed the Budget and which was addressed by Hon Norman Moore. At that 

meeting I said that, to be fair to the Government, this was a fair enough Budget for Bunbury; it was even 

better for the electorate of Mitchell; but it was not as good as the pre-election Budgets that the people of 

Bunbury have enjoyed in the past. Hon Norman Moore took the opportunity to say, as the member for 

Bunbury has today, that I must have meant that we expected pork barrelling in a pre-election lead up. That 

was not my intention. My intention was to highlight the commitment of the previous State Labor 

Government to Bunbury and the type of Budgets we expected to evidence that commitment. This Budget 

does not live up to our expectations. There is a message in this Budget not only that this Government is not 

prepared to give advantage to marginal seats but also that it is not prepared to give advantage to country 

areas generally and especially not to those regional areas like Bunbury that were earmarked by the previous 

Government as being the prototype for regional development. 

Mr Bradshaw: The trouble is that we are damned if we do and damned if we don't. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: That is not the trouble at all. Clearly, we are talking about the conclusion of the member 

for Bunbury's speech; that is, the question of whether this Government is committed to decentralisation 

and whether it has the same commitment to Bunbury as a prototype for decentralisation as did the previous 

Government. If one looks at the Budget in this context, especially given that this is a pre-election Budget, 

one sees that it is not. Members opposite should not try to kid me that this does not represent pork 

barrelling in other areas. If this is as good as it gets for Bunbury in a pre-election Budget then this 

Government has no commitment to Bunbury in terms of decentralisation and resolving or mitigating the 

development pressures it is experiencing. 

Let us consider the first of the pressures mentioned at the end of the member for Bunbury's speech. We 

have a port that is being developed progressively. The Beenup mineral sands project and the Gwalia 

silicon sands project at Kemerton will soon be on line. Both projects will not generdte traffic at some time 

far in the future: They will generate it next year, and it will be traffic of a kind that Bunbury has never seen 

before. Where is the evidence in this Budget that the Government is committed not only to decentralisation 

but also to meeting the obvious infrastructure needs that exist in Bunbury because of the development that 

is occurring? 

If one looks at this Budget, one sees that absolutely no money has been allocated for the outer Bunbury 

bypass. We all know that the only solution to the pressures that will come from both the Gwalia sands 

project at Kemerton and the Beenup project for BHP is the outer Bunbury bypass and its connection to the 

port. No money has been allocated for the outer ring road, even though those trucks will start running next 

year, and there is no money for the road into the port that is obviously necessary if we are to avoid the 

trucks coming onto the busiest roads linking Bunbury, Eaton, Australind and the general surrounding areas. 

Mr Day interjected. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: I am prepared to look at the four years as a whole because they are a disgrace. This is 

the best of the four Budgets. However, in terms of providing evidence of some response to our real needs 

and some commitment to decentralisation, it has neither. 

Mr Osborne interjected. 
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Mr D.L. SMITH: The member for the south west area, Hon John Cowdell, is based at Mandurah and 
. members would expect him to promote the interests of that area. I would expect the member for Bunbury 

to promote the interests of Bunbury. However, what we have is the standard speech from the member for 
Bunbury. He stated that this is a reasonable Budget; he is pleased that he got three or four items, but 
disappointed that he did not get four or five others. He often asks questions in this place about issues 
relating to Bunbury but he gets no effective responses from Ministers. This Budget is proof of that. The 
matters that he has been raising during question time are relevant, but they do not cover all the issues that 
should be of concern to him as the local member. However, all he gets is pat answers and there is no 
money in the Budget. If a local member gets no money in the Bud~et, if no action is taken and there are no 
effective answers to questions, one can say that he is being ineffectIve in his work. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: This Budget demonstrates the ineffectiveness of the member for Bunbury. 

The member claims to have been effective in relation to the new hospital for Bunbury. In the 1992-93 
Budget - four years ago - the allocation for planning for the new hospital was $1.3m and $47m was 
allocated for its construction. We have had a degree of inflation since then, but this Budget, after four 
years of dilly-dallying, allocates a total of $50.3m for the new regional hospital, the Government's 
contribution to the St John's hospital and the medical centre. How can the Government say that it will 
build a stand-alone hospital in 1992-93 costing in excess of $48m and then, four years later, say that it will 
build a private and public hospital for $50.3m while at the same time arguing that the public is getting a 
better deal than that proposed by the previous Government? There is not one service in that combined 
hospital project that was not provided in the original plans for a new regional hospital that was to be 
publicly operated and managed. What we have, after four years of dilly-dallying, is a smaller public 
hospital and a smaller St John's hospital. While previously the proposal included two services and real 
choices, we are now to have one service and no choice. Why has this occurred? It is for no other reason 
than that it will save operational expenditure for and on behalf of the Government. It will result in reduced 
expenditure on health by the Government in Bunbury. That is the sole reason. However, even in the 
current plans no definite decision has yet been made on who will operate the hydrotherapy. We know the 
State Government does not want to operate it, St John of God does not want to operate it, and they are 
looking for a third private operator to run the hydrotherapy pool which was always to be part of the original 
project. The Government has talked loosely about an oncology service being provided in this new hospital; 
however, it has not identified who will be responsible for it except to say it will probably require a private 
operator to run it, apart from the Government and St John of God, and the Government cannot give a firm 
commitment to that service until a specialist and other profit organisations are willing to commit 
themselves to it. 

The same is true of a range of other services the Government has loosely talked about providing in the new 
hospital. It has raised expectations in the community that the money it saved from a joint venture project 
would be used to provide new facilities, and that any recurrent expenditure saved by the collocation would 
be spent on expanded facilities at that hospital. This Budget contains no confirmation of the $70m project 
that has been spoken of by the Government and the proponents of collocation. It is clear that it will be a 
$50-odd million project, nowhere near the standard originally proposed, reduced in scale and providing a 
limited choice compared to the previous situation in Bunbury. In the course of that, the Government will 
provide $6.5m to St John of God to move from its hospital which is less than 10 years old. Of course, in 
the process it will take up a large parcel of the land set aside for the Edith Cowan University campus. The 
Budget contains no suggestion of any compensation to Edith Cowan for taking that land from it. Neither 
does it contain any indication that Edith Cowan will be given joint facilities by way of compensation for 
the loss of that land. 

The member for Bunbury has the cheek to say he is pleased with three items in this Budget, and that the 
hospital is one of them. He also said he was pleased about the performing arts centre to be built at Newton 
Moore. I, too, am pleased about that performing arts centre but it is three years overdue and this Budget 
does not allocate the full cost. It provides $100 000 for planning. Therefore, the centre will not be built 
prior to the election or prior to the cutbacks by the Federal Government. In my view if those cutbacks are 
as severe as the Federal Government has indicated, we should be concerned about whether the other 
$900 000 required to build the centre will be provided. 

Mr CJ. Barnett: The planning will take place this financial year and the construction will take place next 
financial year. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: Will the Minister guarantee that? 

Mr C.J. Barnett That is the way it is planned to happen. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: Will the Minister guarantee that, regardless of the cutbacks the Federal Government is 
proposing, the performing arts centre will be constructed next year? 

Mr C.J. Barnett It will go ahead. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: I am pleased to hear that, but it is two years too late. The third item about which the 
member for Bunbury was pleased is also an item not in the Budget; that is, $100 000 for a covered 
assembly area at the Bunbury Primary School. It is at least four years overdue in view of commitments 
previously made, but this Budget still does not contain that commitment. I am prepared to accept that the 
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member for Bunbury has a letter from the Premier guaranteeing that the covered assembly area will be 
built this year. I find it rather strange that the letter should be from the Premier rather than the Minister for 
Education. I ask the Minister for Education if he can make the same commitment about the covered 
assembly area as he made with regard to the performing arts centre at Newton Moore. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I am not familiar with the details of that. I can check it. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: It is very important to consider the Education budget I am very pleased indeed that 
$1.5m is allocated for additions to the Australind High School this year, with an additional $1.5m for 
ongoing works in the following year which will complete the high school. It must be said, however, that 
there are currently 12 demountable classrooms and a set of demountable toilets on that site. It is a disgrace 
that the situation was allowed to get to that stage before the Government committed the remainder of the 
funds necessary to complete the school, which the previous Government had proposed to complete in three 
stages. 

Mr Bradshaw: You do not even like the school. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: I do not like the appearance of the school, but the previous Government left it in its 
present condition in 1992-93. It is now 1995-96 and we are promised that half the work will be done this 
year and half in next year's Budget 

The most pleasing item in the Budget to me personally is the allocation of $200 000 of planning money for 
the South West Regional College of TAFE, and a commitment of $8m for new science and engineering 
works. It is desperately overdue and has been for a considerable time. This Budget does not set out a 
timetable for the construction of those new facilities. One of the areas of policy about which I am most 
concerned is trade training and technical and further education. T AFE has been left like a chook with its 
head cut off - it is running around in circles. I am gravely concerned about the South West College of 
T AFE in particular because it is not achieving the sort of staff and student morale there should be in the 
system, nor is there any guarantee of the public involvement in T AFE training that should occur. to ensure 
that it meets the requirements of the region. I have never known the morale of the staff and students to be 
as low as it is. 

Mr Bradshaw: You must have been talking to different people from those to whom I spoke on Friday 
night. They seemed pretty happy to me. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: I do not know to whom the member for Wellington spoke at the award presentations on 
Friday night. People come to my office who work at T AFE. and they are most concerned about the attack 
on their conditions of employment and the dismembering with regard to a clear line of management and 
responsibility for what is happening in the classroom. The area of government activity about which I am 
most concerned is the lack of real direction and performance in the T AFE area. I hope this commitm.ent of 
$8m will be expended as quickly as possible and the Government will give the college the autonomy it 
requires, and will pay much closer attention to what it has done to T AFE and the morale of its staff to date. 
The Government must consider whether it is giving TAFE what it needs in order to ensure it plays its 
proper role in making Australia a competitive and profitable place, in which people can expect to have 
skills and to be paid adequately for those skills. 

Beyond that if one talks about fairness and reasonableness, and about decentralisation, and if one means it, 
one must compare the sorts of support that the South West Region, and Bunbury in particular, has been 
getting with that for metropolitan Perth. We are all aware of the Northbridge tunnel and bridge project 
The cost of that tunnel and bridge would have provided the outer ring road in Bunbury, completed the dual 
carriageway to Dawesville and provided the outer Mandurah and Busselton bypasses, with a couple of 
hundred million dollars left over after that was done. It certainly would have enabled us to complete the 
outer Bunbury ring road and all the works necessary for the port access. Given the opposition to the 
Northbridge project in metropolitan Perth, why is that project getting so much priority? 

Mr Day: It is because shires like the Shire of Kalamunda and local residents in the eastern suburbs want it 
to go ahead; 

Mr D.L. SMITH: We want our roads to go ahead as well, and we were promised in the coalition's pre
election speeches and policy documents that the dualling of the Perth to Bunbury highway would be 
completed by 1995. However, when one looks even at the metropolitan road network one can see that the 
Government has made no commitment in this Budget to the extension of Kwinana Freeway south. There is 
no commitment in the 10 year plan of this Government to extend Kwinana Freeway any further south than 
Folly Road. Where is the Government's commitment to Mandurah, Rockingham, and Bunbury when it 
cannot even complete the main arterial connection from Forrest Road to Mandurah, although the State 
Government is rushing ahead with the construction of the Northbridge tunnel and bridge at such huge 
expense? We could easily have completed the remainder of the Kwinana Freeway down to Mandurah for a 
small part of the sort of money that will be expended on that bridge and tunnel. When the freeway reaches 
Mandurah, nowhere in the 10 year plan is there any commitment by this Government to start work on the 
outer Mandurah bypass. We will all continue to go down through Halls Head and Dawesville. From 
Dawesville down to Lake Clifton we will have to travel along a single carriageway, and we will have to do 
that for at least 10 years because nowhere in this Budget is there any commitment to the Mandurah bypass. 

Mr Day: What about the major new road from Capel to Busselton, and the funds spent on that? 
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Mr D.L. SMITH: The extension of the dual carriageway to the other side of Capel and the construction of 
the new road is part of the Beenup development. 

Mr Day: It is a major benefit to the residents and businesses in the Busselton area. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: It is, but the major reason it is being constructed is to allow mineral sands trucks to come 
onto the road. However, from Capel south to Sues Road we still must travel on a single carriageway with 
those mineral sands trucks. Anyone who has seen the south west tourist traffic trying to go south at the 
same time as the current mineral sands traffic must wonder what it will be like when Beenup, Jangardup 
and the Jangardup extension come into full operation. People can loosely talk about how nice it would 
have been to transport it by rail; however, it will be on road. Where is this Government's commitment to 
completing that part of the dual carriageway from Capel through to Sues Road? There is no commitment 
to that or the outer bypass at Busselton. 
Let us look at a few of the other aspects of infrastructure and see whether this Government is responding to 
the needs of Bunbury and greater Bunbury. Do members think under the infill sewerage program there 
will be any expenditure in Australind or Eaton? There will be none. This year there will be no infill 
sewerage work in Bunbury. However, the fact that Australind and Eaton sit between the Collie and 
Brunswick Rivers and on the shores of Leschenault Estuary and are not getting infill sewerage is a clear 
indication that this Government has no commitment to that pro~. The east Australind structure plan 
was developed by the Harvey Shire over a number of years and IS absolutely dependent upon the removal 
of the sewerage farm which is centred in the middle of the east Australind structure area. There can be no 
further eastward expansion of the Australind townsite until that sewerage depot is removed. This Budget 
provides money to improve or upgrade the existing installation. If it is to remain I am pleased, because 
only last week I had a telephone call from a lady who told me that her sewerage was blocked for the third 
time in the space of eight months and she was not getting a satisfactory response to her calls. When I 
called the Water Corporation's service number I got the depot at Collie. This was to deal with a complaint 
that I had at Australind. That is the sort of service we are getting in these matters. 

More importantly, the Water Corporation is now trying to persuade the Western Australian Planning 
Commission that the treatment works at Australind and Eaton should remain where they are. They will be 
major impediments to the development of Australind and Eaton. Part of the reason the Better Cities money 
was allocated to upgrading the Dalyellup sewerage works was to provide a main running from Australind 
through Eaton, down through Glen Iris to the South Bunbury works, so we could have a proper future 
sewerage plan for all of Eaton, Australind and Glen Iris that would not in any way constrain the 
development of those suburbs. All of that was supposed to be happening about now. However, the Water 
Corporation is now saying that it does not have the money to do it and it wants to talk to the Planning 
Commission about retaining the existing works and not providing infill sewerage for Eaton or Australind. 
Where is the indication in that sort of decision making of a commitment to decentralisation, to the growth 
of Bunbury, and to the quantity and quality of services in Bunbury being equal to those in metropolitan 
Perth? There is none. 

Mr Omodei: That is not fair. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: It is fair. The first thing that is needed is a proper sewerage main running from 
Australind, Eaton and Glen Iris to the treatment works. We do not need any dilly-dallying that will 
constrain the development of Eaton and Australind until that issue is resolved. That issue is of concern to 
the land developers and the Harvey Shire. However, not only is no money available for that in this Budget, 
but no money is available for infill sewerage in the next five years at Eaton or Australind either, nor for 
infill sewerage in Bunbury itself this year. 

Mr Omodei: Where did you get that information from? 

Mr D.L. SMITH: I got it from my contacts within the Western Australian Planning Commission and the 
Water Corporation and in approaches from land developers and the shires. 

Mr Omodei: You said that when you tried to telephone the Water Corporation you got Collie. With all 
these contacts one would have thought you could get somebody to give you the information. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: I eventually got someone in the head office in Bunbury because I wanted a. written 
explanation of why a lady should have had three blocked sewers in eight months. 

Mr Lewis interjected. 

Mr D.L. SMITH: It is the main which has been blocked, not the outlets. 

Beyond that, there are other items which I am sad are not present in this Budget. One of them is obviously 
the request by the City of Bunbury for support and assistance from the State Government for infrastructure 
requirements. It has been trying to communicate to this Government and the Opposition for some time that 
it has a list of specific requirements which urgently need upgrading and are beyond the resources of the 
City of Bunbury's budget. The City of Bunbury has been looking for a commitment of between $5m and 
$6m from this Government for this infrastructure. The Opposition and the Mayor of the City of Bunbury 
were expecting some reference in this Budget to a commencement of the support for the infrastructure. 
There is none. We were also expecting a commitment to the $9m expenditure which will be required to 
complete the beach restoration and improvements and the general tidying up of the beachfront area to make 
it much more usable for public purposes. We were expecting some contribution or an indication of support 



[Tuesday, 14 May 1996] 1901 

for the planning and development of the Hay Park extensions. There is absolutely no indication of real 
support for those projects. 

In effect, the member for Bunbury said he was happy the Government was providing professional support 
for these projects, but he did not appear to be concerned at the absence of a financial commitment to those 
projects. Of course, he did mention the lack of commitment to the Bunbury timber jetty preservation. 
Again, we were given to understand that at least $lm would be provided in this Budget, not by way of 
generosity but by way of giving to the timber preservation committee the money the Government would 
have spent on removing the jetty if it did not want to preserve it. The committee simply wanted the 
Government to work out what it would cost to remove the jetty and to let the restoration committee have 
that money and it would take on the full obligation of restoring the jetty. From press releases and gentle 
hints from the Ministers and the local member we were given to understand that funds would be provided 
for that project in this Budget, but they are not there. 

I also note that there is no provision in this Budget for the replacement of the Carey Park Primary School. 
Again, I was given to understand that there would at least be money in this Budget for the planning of the 
design of the new school to replace the existing school. It is well and truly overdue and it is a matter which 
was of concern to me well before the change of government. The situation has become critical because of 
the four years of inaction since the change of government This is the year in which something of a 
concrete nature should be done to ensure that the Carey Park Primary School's future is made clear. 
However, no commitment has been made to it. I do not begrudge the allocations to the Capel and Boyanup 
schools this year, but if members compare the growth ratios of those schools with schools in Bunbury and 
consider the urgent needs of some of the Bunbury SChools they will find that this Budget is extremely 
disappointing. It is disappointing in relation to the Carey Park Primary School and it is doubly 
disappointing in relation to the Withers Primary School. 

The Withers Primary School has special problems and special needs which have been identified by 
everybody who has gone to that school over the past five years. The parents and citizens association has 
been working very hard to raise money for the school. It needs a decent administration area and there is 
absolutely nothing in this Budget to indicate any priority for that school's needs. I remind the House that 
the school and the parents and citizens association were involved in a successful fundraising exercise to 
provide walls for its covered assembly area. Approximately $8 000 was raised for that project and the 
Government was asked to provide the balance to help the school complete that project. Despite the special 
needs of that school, the Government decided not to give it priority over any other school and would only 
provide support on the usual formula. It adopted the attitude that if it wanted to complete the project it had 
to find the money. The P & C association and the school were left to delay the start of the project and seek 
donations from organisation like Worsley Alumina Pty Ltd and others. I am extremely disappointed that 
Withers, Carey Park and other priority schools, under the commonwealth definition, have not been given 
funds in this Budget to allay their problems. 

Out of all the disappointments in this Budget, the Withers and Carey Park omissions are the ones which 
disappoint me the most. In my last year of representing those schools I would like them to have their needs 
met. Certainly in the case of Carey Park I was given encouragement to think it would happen. It has not 
happened and the school and I are very disappointed. 

Mr Omodei: Did you make representations to the Minister? 

Mr D.L. SMITH: I had a discussion with the current Minister about my expectations of what might be in 
the Budget and I was given some encouragement. The Ministers who have visited the school have given 
the school community that encouragement. We were given to understand that money would be allocated in 
this Budget and it is not. Given that it would take approximately $150 000 to $200 000 for planning, I urge 
the Minister to find that money as well as an additional $50 000 to achieve some minor improvements at 
the Withers Primary School and to ensure that the administration area at that school is upgraded this year 
and not in future years. 

The other school which has been omitted from this Budget is the Eaton Primary School. It has reached the 
stage where it is badly in need of the final stage of its development. I believe it requires four classrooms as 
well as the completion of the planned facilities. A commitment is also required from the Government that 
work on the second primary school at Eaton will commence within the next three or four years. Again, 
there is nothing in the Budget to indicate that that need is recognised and the people of Eaton would have 
their current primary school completed and the planning done for the second primary school. I remind the 
House that the population growth in Eaton is currently greater than the growth at Australind. For one 
reason or another people seem to like the three subdivision developments at Eaton and the number of lots 
being sold and the number of houses being built is growing exponentially. Their need will be desperate by 
the time next year's Budget is brought down. 

Another area which has been omitted from this Budget is funding for the planning of a school at C911ege 
Grove. When the site for the school was identified and negotiations began for the acquisition of the land I 
hoped that the planning for the school would be provided for in this Budget. That school would have taken 
the pressure off Adam Road Primary School and provided a school nearer to the homes of the residents of 
Gelorup and Stratham. A school at College Grove is not an answer to the long term plan to have a primary 
school at Gelorup. However, it would have provided a shorter distance for those children to travel. Again, 
despite the amount of building going on in College Grove and despite the number of children who travel 
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from Gelorup, Stratham and College Grove to Adam Road, no indication has been given in this pre
election Budget of that need being recognised. 

Beyond that, one of my other grave disappointments about this Budget is that there is no reference or 
commitment to the swimming pool at Australind. That swimming pool has been on the drawing board for 
nearly six years. The South West Development Commission originally gave a donation to help with the 
planning of that facility. It has been in the application list of the community sporting and recreation 
facilities fund for the last two allocations. It has been overlooked by this Government. More importantly, 
because of the amount of money that has already been allocated over the last two years and the amount of 
pre-allocation that has been made for the third year of the triennium of the CSRFF allocation, I cannot see 
the Australind swimming pool getting any allocation from that fund in the current year because there is not 
enough left in the CSRFF for that to occur. I was hoping that, as a pre-election gift to the people of 
Australind, some consideration might have been given to an amount out of the CSRFF allocation for that 
purpose, or that there would be some indication in this Budget that an extra $5m or $6m was being made 
available to the CSRFF this year for a contribution to the Australind swimming pool and to the 
commencement of the extensions of the Hay Park facility in Bunbury. I am disappointed that there is no 
reference to either of those projects in this Budget. 

I want to refer to a few other items in the three minutes remaining to me. We have been talking for some 
time about an industry technology and embryo business development centre at Edith Cowan University and 
the South West College. The Western Australian Land Authority committed itself to that when the 
previous Government was in office. My understanding is that a committee has been reviewing that 
proposal this year and was due to report some time prior to the Budget. It has not reported pUblicly. 
However, just as importantly, there is no commitment in the Budget for any allocation to that centre. I 
believe that that centre would be a most valuable tool as a research facility for the South West College and 
the Bunbury campus of Edith Cowan University and as an extra arm to industry development in the greater 
Bunbury area. I am extremely disappointed that there is nothing in the Budget for that. 

I am also extremely disappointed that, notwithstanding the threat of the Commonwealth Government to 
withdraw from Better Cities funding, no provision has been made in the Budget to replace the Better Cities 
funding and there is no provision for increased funding for the South West Development Commission. The 
South West Development Commission has suffered one of the greatest reductions in its budget of any of 
the agencies. When one compares that reduction with the increases that have been given to the resources 
area through the Leader of the House and to the trade area through the Leader of the National Party, the 
money was obviously there for a statewide organisation but there was none for Bunbury or the South West 
Development Commission. 

It is a good Budget and I appreciate what has been provided in it. However, I am extremely disappointed 
that it does not recognise any real commitment to Bunbury, to the south west or to decentralisation. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bloffwitch. 

House adjourned at 11.35 pm 
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APPENDIX A 

Table One 
Motor Vehicle Theft (M.V.T.) and Burglary Rates Per 100,000 Population for Selected 
Jurisdictions 1990-94. 

Jurisdiction Crime 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 
Western Australia M.V.T. 981.68 1212.73 1004.4 1198 1103.35 ._ .... __ ._----_._._--

.-.-~ .. ----- -
Burglary 3075.1 3348.1 3099.85 3238.58 3210.87 

South Australia M.V.T. 13046 15303 12875 n/a 14681 ,.-.. --~.-~-.--.-.-----
Burglary 2963.76 3298.76 2783.46 n/a 2716.39 

Victoria M.V.T. 798.22 808.09 705.09 n/a n/a 
Burglary 1989.86 2131.06 1974.32 n/a n/a 

Queensland M.V.T. 491.12 543.24 543.58 535.76 n/a 
Burglary 1666.96 2049.17 2131.26 1990.78 n/a 

England and Wales M.V.T. 1119.5 1309.22 1313.86 1326.17 1179.9 
Burglary 1991 2404 2672 2671 2452 

United States M.V.T. 658 659 631 n/a n/a 
-'-'-01 America-- ------ '---:1'252 nla Burglary 1236 1236 n/a 

APPENDIXB 

Table Two 
Comparison of Police Clearance Rates for Selected Jurisdictions 1984 and 1994. 

Jurisdiction Year MVT Burglary 

Westem Australia 1984 30.70% 20.goo,b 

I 1994 18.40% 11.87% 
South Australia 1984 17% 10.70% 

I 1994 18.75% I 8.76% 
Queensland 1984 28% I 20% 

I 1994 19% I 14% 
England and Wales 1984 25% 27% 

I 1994 20% 21% 

APPENDIXC 

Table Three 
Australian State and Territory Numbers and Change in Strength of Police Officers Per 
100,000 Population, 1983 to 1993. 

Jurisdiction 1983 1993 % Change 

Westem Australia 206.3 251 21.67 
New South Wales 183 215.87 17.96 

Victoria 207.3 223.08 7.6 
Queensland 181.8 204.88 12.7 

South Australia 245 258.74 5.6 
Tasmania 226.9 217.28 -4.24 -

Northem Territory 466.5-' 412.44 -11.59 
Australia 215.8 238.76 10.64 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

HOSPITALS - MANDURAH REGIONAL PROPOSAL 
Health Solutions (WA) Pty Ltd. Building Contract; Beds; Services; Capital Cost 

274. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 
(1) How many beds will be available for public patients at the proposed regional hospital in 

Mandurah? 
(2) Who owns Health Solutions (W A)? 

(3) Who will be providing the funds for Health Solutions (W A) to build the proposed 
hospital? 

(4) How will Health Solutions (W A) manage the proposed hospital? 

(5) What services will be available at the hospital? 

(6) What is the capital cost of the project? 

(7) What is the projected cost of the project for Western Australian taxpayers over the 20 
year life of the project? 

(8) 

(9) 
(10) . 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

Does the hospital intend to fly patients in from overseas? 

If yes, will this have an impact upon the beds for public patients? 

Why is there a delay in the signing of contracts for the hospital? 
When will the contracts be signed? 

Will details of the contract be released for public scrutiny before the contracts are 
signed? 

If not, why not? 

Can the Minister guarantee that only the terms and conditions of Health Solutions (W A) 
original bid will form the basis of the contract? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 
(1) 110. 

(2) Health Solutions (Australia). 

(3) Financing will be via a banking institution. 

(4) This is currently being negotiated. 

(5) The full range of services that is normally available in a public hospital of this size. 
(6) Approximately $40m. 

(7) This will depend on the outcome of negotiations. 

(8) No such proposal has been indicated. 
(9) Not applicable. 

(10) Contract negotiations are complex. 

(11) As soon as agreement is reached by all parties. 

(12) Following completion of the contract documentation the public will be informed of the details. 

(13) It is not normal business practice to release details of commercial negotiations prior to the 
finalisation of a contract. 

(14) The contract outcome will be based on the terms and conditions as stipulated in the request for 
proposals and the negotiations will be based on the proposal received. 

WATER CORPORATION - LOCKRIDGE DRAIN, ENCLOSURE COSTS, 
FUNDING 

321. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Water Resources: 

(1) Is the Government and/or the Water Corporation prepared to fund part of the costs of 
enclosing the Lockridge drain which has an impact on the Lockridge Primary School and 
Sturtridge Road residents? 

(2) How much is the Governmenf/Water Corporation prepared to provide? 

(3) When will the funds be provided? 

(4) Alternatively, if no funds are proposed to be provided, what is the reason for denying 
funds? 
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Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

(1) The Water Corporation is prepared to fund part of the cost of enclosing the Mary Crescent main 
drain adjacent to Sturtbridge Road in Lockridge. 

(2) $60000. 

(3) At the completion of the project 

(4) Not applicable. 

MENTAL HEALTH - CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS 
30 Bed Inpatient Unit. Murdoch. Proposal; Bentley Unit. ClosUl'e Plans 

576. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 

(1) Who devised the plan for a 30 bed inpatient unit for young people with mental illness? 

(2) What services will be offered at the unit proposed for Murdoch? 

(3) When does the Government intend to proceed with the planning and construction of the 
30 bed unit? 

(4) Is the Government intending to close the new 12 bed acute inpatient unit at Bentley when 
the 30 bed unit at Murdoch is opened? 

(5) Why has the Government moved away from the recommendations of the Gorton ReJ><>!! 
which called for a comprehensive child and adolescent service based at Bentley Hospital? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

(1) A 30 bed inpatient unit for young people has been proposed as part of the draft state mental health 
plan which was developed by the Health Department of Western Australia in consultation with 
consumer organisations, key senior clinicians and the Ministerial Taskforce on Mental Health. 

(2) Apart from acute inpatient services, I am not able to advise what other services could be offered as 
part of the Murdoch unit as these will be considered during the planning phase. 

(3) The draft state mental health plan proposes planning to commence during 1996. 

(4) The draft state mental health plan proposes that the 12 bed acute unit at Bentley open as an interim 
arrangement until the opening of a purpose-built youth inpatient facility. 

(5) The Health Department of Western Australia was asked to develop a state mental health plan 
which would provide an overall framework for the future development of mental health services 
in Western Australia. The draft plan aims to develop future services for children and adolescents 
and their families within this overall framework. 

DOVER CONSULTANTS - ELLIOTT,RICHARD 
Employment with Companies Negotiating with Minister or his Department 

584. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Resources Development 

Does or did any company with which the Minister or his Department is negotiating or has 
negotiated employ Richard Elliott's Dover Consultants? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

I and the Department of Resources Development negotiate and deal with a large number of 
resources and processing companies. It is known that Dover Consultants provide consulting 
services to the resources industry. However, the extent to which Dover Consultants have been or 
are employed by these companies is not known. 

DOVER CONSULTANTS - ELLIOTT, RICHARD 
Employment with Companies Negotiating with Minister or his Department 

585. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Commerce and Trade: 

Does or did any company with which the Minister or his Department or Agencies is negotiating or 
has negotiated employ Richard Elliott's Dover Consultants? 

Mr COW AN replied: 

All departments and a~encies in my portfolio responsibility have advised that no company with 
which they are negouating or have negotiated, has ever employed Richard Elliott's Dover 
Consultants. 

JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF - CAMP KURLI MURRI, LA VERTON 
Review by Kingsley Newman 

604. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General: 

(1) Did theformer Attorney General issue a media release on 10 November 1995 advising 
former Judge Kingsley Newman had- been appointed to chair a review of Camp KurU 
Murri? 
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(2) 

(3) 

(4) 
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In appointing Kingsley Newman, did the Government want an impartial and unbiased 
assessment of the work camp? 

What other people will participate in the review process? 

Will the review be the decision/assessment of the chairperson or the collective view of a 
number of people? 

(5) Will the chairperson and others involved in the review have to approve any reports issued 
out of the review? 

(6) What persons, other than the chairperson, will be involved in the writing and confirming 
the report emanating out of the review? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Attorney General has provided the following reply -
(1 )-(2) Yes. 

(3) Key stakeholders identified by Judge Newman were consulted by himself and comments 
were invited from the general public through an advertisement in The West Australian on 
10 February 1996. 

(4),(6) The review will represent a range of views and information brought together by Judge 
Kingsley Newman with his comments and recommendations. 

(5) Judge Newman will submit his report to the Director General for consideration. 

URANIUM - THREE-MINE POLICY, MEDIA ST A 1EMENT 
Mining in Kakadu National Park 

611. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Energy: 

(1) Did the Minister issue a media statement on 5 March 1996 supporting moves to scrap the 
three-mine uranium policy? 

(2) Has the Minister and/or the Government supported moves to mine uranium in Kakadu 
national park? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1) Yes. 

(2) The mining of uranium in Kakadu national park is a matter for the Northern Territory and Federal 
Governments. Our interest is in having uranium mines developed in this State. 

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT - JUVENILE CRIME RA 1E; CRIME RA 1E 
REDUCTION 

626. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General: 

(1) Has the Government/Ministry of Justice carried out any research to determine 
the degree to which, if at all, the juvenile crime rate will decrease if schools are 
permitted to cane disobedient or recalcitrant children? 

(2) Has the Government carried out any research whatsoever on the degree to which the -
(a) availability; 

(b) nonavailability; 

of corporal punishment in schools affects the -
(c) juvenile crime rate; 

(d) crime rate? 
Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Attorney General has provided the following reply -
(1) No. 

(2) The Ministry of Justice has not carried out any such research. 

CRICHTON-BROWNE, SENATOR NOEL - TI1ELIUS, RICHARD, MINISTRY 
OF JUSTICE OFFICER 

631. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General: 

(1) Did the Ministry of Justice or any officer or employee of the Ministry of Justice or any 
person in the office of the Attorney General provide Esther Crichton-Browne or any 
person acting on her behalf, with any details or information about Ministry of Justice 
officer Richard Titelius? 
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(5) 
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Has the Ministry of Justice carried out an investigation on how Senator Noel Crichton
Browne obtained employment and other related details about Mr Titelius which at the 
time they were made public by the Senator had not been published/broadcast by the 
media? 

Has the Ministry of Justice reached the conclusion that no information was provided by 
any Ministry of Justice officer or employee to Senator Noel Crichton-Browne about Mr 
Titelius? 

Is the Ministry aware Senator Noel Crichton-Browne provided information on Mr 
Titelius which could only be obtained from the Ministry of Justice or the office of the 
Attorney General? 

If so, is any investigation being carried out into how that information was obtained by the 
Senator? 

(6) If not, why not? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Attorney General has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) No. 

(3) Not applicable. 

(4) No. 

(5)-(6) Not applicable. 

PRISONS - PRISONERS, TRANSFERS TO OTHER GAOLS 

675. Mrs HENDERSON to the Minister assisting the Minister for Justice: 

(1) I refer to the transfer of prisoners from one gaol to another and ask -

(a) is the next-of-kin of a prisoner advised of such transfers before they occur; 

(b) where the next-of-kin suffers a disability that would affect his\her ability to visit 
the prisoner in another gaol, is this taken into account in determining whether to 
transfer a prisoner; 

(c) if yes to (b), who assesses the impact of this transfer on the prisoner's closest 
relative; 

(d) how much notice is given to a prisoner of an impending transfer? 

(2) For what reasons are prisoners transferred from one gaol to another? 

(3) Do prisoners have any input into the decision making process regarding a transfer? 

(4) What factors are taken into account when sex offenders are transferred to Bunbury 
prison? 

(~) Is there any opportunity to appeal against a decision to transfer a sex offence prisoner to 
Bunbury prison? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

(1) (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The Assistant Superintendent of Prisoner Management or the unit conference at 
the institution in which the prisoner is incarcerated. 

(d) The amount of notice varies, factors may include the urgency of the transfer, 
security issues and availability of accommodation at the receiving institution. 

(2) Reasons may include: At the prisoner's request to facilitate family contact; to facilitate 
court appearances; to facilitate program participation; to ensure the continuing safe 
custody of the prisoner; to optimise muster levels at individual institutions; to facilitate 
medical treatment; to facilitate release; and to ensure the good order and government of 
prisons. 

(3) Yes. However, security matters may preclude certain prisoners being informed prior to 
their transfer. 

(4) Factors may include suitability for program participation, at the prisoner's request, and to 
ensure the good order and government of prisoners. 

(5) Yes. 
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RIVERS - CANNING; SOUTHERN RIVERS 
Riparian Rights, Damage Assessments 

676. Dr WATSON to the Minister representing the Minister for Environment: 

(1) Further to question on notice 183 of 1996, what damage, if any, is actually or potentially 
done to the Canning or Southern Rivers by riparian rights? 

(2) Has any assessment ever been done? 

(3) Will an assessment be done in the future? 
(4) Is there any substance to a hypothesis that if riparian rights were to be withdrawn, then 

the health of the rivers would improve? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response -

(1) The exercise of riparian rights has the potential to affect the health of the Canning and 
Southern Rivers by reducing river flows. This is managed by releasing water from the 
Canning Dam during summer. 

(2)-(3) Preliminary assessments· have been made and, based on these assessments, an interim 
allocation policy for the Canning River has been implemented to manage releases and 
abstraction from the Canning River. Further assessments to refine the environmental 
water requirements of the rivers are continuing. 

(4) The implementation of the interim allocation policy should ensure that the river's health 
is not unduly affected by current abstraction levels. 

ARTS PORTFOLIO - CROSS-CULTURAL TRAINING PROGRAMS 

694. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts: 

(1) What cross-cultural training programs have been undertaken by respective departments, 
offices or instrumentalities within the Minister's responsibility? 

(2) Who provided the training? 

(3) When was it undertaken? 

(4) Are any other cross-cultural training programs planned? 

Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following reply -

(1) In its endeavour to implement the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 
recommendation 210, the Arts portfolio has made a commitment to provide Aboriginal 
cross-cultural awareness training to 40 of its executive and senior staff. It is intended to 
extend this training program to include all staff of the cultural portfolio. 

(2) The training is being provided by Kurongkurl Katitjin, Edith Cowan University'S school 
of indigenous Australian studies through its arts enterprise. 

(3) Some staff completed the course during September and October 1995 and the current 
program is being undertaken throughout April to June 1996. 

(4) It is intended to provide Aboriginal cross-cultural training to all staff of the portfolio 
throughout the next two years. 

JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF - CROSS-CULTURAL TRAINING PROGRAMS 

697. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Attorney General: 

(1) What cross-cultural training programs have been undertaken by respective departments, 
offices or instrumentalities within the Minister's responsibility? 

(2) Who provided the training? 

(3) When was it undertaken? 

(4) Are any other cross-cultural training programs planned? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Attorney General has provided the following reply -

(1) The Ministry of Justice operates an in-house two day cross-cultural training course with 
the option of a one day follow-up course. This course was developed by Curtin 
University and has been customised to meet the specific needs of the Ministry of Justice. 

(2) Qualified Public Service trainers of Aboriginal descent, Aboriginal consultants and guest 
speakers who are Aboriginal elders or senior members of Aboriginal communities. 
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The Ministry of Justice has provided this course to its staff on an ongoing basis from 
1992. 
No. This course is recognised for academic accreditation by Curtin University, 
recognised by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission in its multicultural 
category, and already provided to the Ministry of Justice employees on an ongoing basis. 

NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING BACKGROUND ETHNIC GROUPS - EQUITY 
STRATEGIES INIDA TED BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 

702. Mrs ROBERTS to,ihe Minister for Resources Development; Energy; Education: 

What equity strategies have been initiated by departments and other instrumentalities which are 
within the Minister's responsibility which aim to achieve equitable outcomes for non-English 
speaking background ethnic groups which are disadvantaged as distinct from merely achieving 
equitable access? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

Department of Resources Development - none. Several departmental strategies are in place that 
address equitable access by the disabled, peoples from non-English speaking backgrounds etc. 
However, none contains equity strategies for specific disadvantaged groups. 

Office of Energy - none. 

Western Power has not initiated any equity strategies to achieve equitable outcomes for non
English speaking background ethnic groups. 

AlintaGas has submitted an equal employment opportunity management plan for the period 
December 1995 to December 1998 in accordance with part IX of the Equal Opportunity Act 1984. 
The four principles embodied in the plan ranked in order of priority are -

(1) Integrating EEO requirements with reference to organisational and business management 
systems. 

(2) Removing discriminatory employment practices. 

(3) Eliminating unlawful harassment in the workplace. 

(4) Achieving equality of opportunity for employees in their recruitment and employment. 

For each principle there is a range of strategies with associated performance indicators which cater 
for the Act's target groups including people of non-English speaking background. The 
achievement of equitable outcomes for all EEO target groups employed by AlintaGas is not only 
implicit in the plan's principles and strategies but is stated explicitly in the document's 
introduction which states -

This Plan has been developed on the premise that addressing EEO issues is not only fair 
practice but also makes good business sense by maintaining efficiency, productivity and 
safety. . . The Plan sets out objectives, suggests strategies and focuses on outcomes ... 

Education Department of Western Australia - the department's social justice in education policy, 
which includes non-English speaking background students, states that all schools have 
responsibility through their school development planning to promote the achievement of optimal 
educational outcomes for all students. Strategies to address inequities are therefore designed and 
implemented at the school level. Schools are assisted by central and district office personnel in 
addressing the needs of disadvantaged NESB students by the provision of English as a second 
language programs. Support is provided through intensive language centres; support programs in 
mainstream schools; visiting teacher service; special programs for Aboriginal students such as 
Critical Steps; professional development for teachers; an additional visiting teacher service for 
primary NESB students requiring ongoing support after exiting from intensive language centres; a 
comprehensive teacher development course for mainstream teachers with NESB students; and the 
appointment of a specialist psychologist - NESB with particular emphasis on the victims of torture 
and trauma. These strategies aim at achieving equitable outcomes for disadvantaged NESB 
students. 

Secondary Education Authority - the authority has English courses in years 11 and 12 entitled 
"English for ESL Students". The courses are for students who speak English as a second 
language, and who are interested in extending their communicative competence in spoken and 
written English. The results in the TEE are used as a means of satisfying the literacy requirement 
for tertiary entrance. 

Education Policy Coordination Bureau - the bureau has not initiated any equity strategies for non
English speaking background ethnic groups which·are disadvantaged. 

Office of Non-government Education - not applicable. The department allocates untied general 
per capita funding to non-government schools. However, non-government schools are required to 
report via the national report on schooling in Australia on education programs for NESB students. 
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Country High School Hostels Authority - the authority's country residential colleges provide 
equitable access to secondary schooling for isolated students regardless of ethnicity. The 
authority has no specific strategies aimed at achieving equity of outcomes as distinct from 
providing equitable access. Educational outcomes are more of an issue for schools than boarding 
facilities. 

NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING BACKGROUND ETHNIC GROUPS - EQUITY 
STRATEGIES INITIATED BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 

713. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 

What equity strategies have been initiated by departments and other instrumentalities which are 
within the Minister's responsibility which aim to achieve equitable outcomes for non-English 
speaking background ethnic groups which are disadvantaged as distinct from merely achieving 
equitable access? 

Mr COW AN replied: 

The Minister for Racing and Gaming has provided the following reply -

The Office of Racing, Gaming and Liquor, Totalisator Agency Board, Burswood Park Board and 
W A Greyhound Racing Association have not initiated equity strategies to achieve equitable 
outcomes for non-English speaking background ethnic groups which are disadvantaged as distinct 
from merely achieving equitable access. 

The Lotteries Commission has an ongoing English in the workplace program for persons of non
English speaking backgrounds. In 1993 the Lotteries Commission won an EEO recognition award 
for non-English speaking background programs. The commission has a performance development 
program for all employees in which one development planning and review cycle is completed 
each year. This takes place between the employees and their supervisor/manager/director in 
which future goals are agreed to, together with training, development and resources required to 
achieve them. The Lotteries Commission is also producing an organisational development plan 
based on cross-organisational and special focus needs as approved by the chief executive officer. 
These can be used for further identification of development of disadvantaged groups. The 
commission's job description forms are skills and experience focused and the selection process 
acknowledges life experiences and those obtained overseas. The Lotteries Commission 
encourages and assists with mentoring for those who are interested in career 
enhancement/development regardless of background or ability. 

NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING BACKGROUND ETHNIC GROUPS - EQUITY 
STRATEGIES INITIATED BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 

716. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 

What equity strategies have been initiated by departments and other instrumentalities which are 
within the Minister's responsibility which aim to achieve equitable outcomes for non-English 
speaking background ethnic groups which are disadvantaged as distinct from merely achieving 
equitable access? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

Department of Conservation and Land Management: For employees of CALM, specific equity 
strategies undertaken to assist with planning for equitable outcomes for non-English speaking 
background groups are -

(1) The equal employment opportunity management plan has been rewritten and will be 
distributed in May 1996. 

(2) An equal employment opportunity survey was conducted among CALM employees in 
December 1995. Statistics acquired showed that 48 employees were from a non-English 
speaking background. 

Department of Environmental Protection: The Government, through the Office of Equal 
Employment Opportunity has introduced the EEO outcome standards framework. The focus of 
the framework is on outcomes rather than process. The framework provides a method by which 
EEO planning and reporting becomes an integral part of organisational planning. Within the 
framework, EEO becomes the responsibility of all levels of management and the work force, as is 
the case with the achievement of other corporate goals. In respect of the Department of 
Environmental Protection, the primary objectives of the framework have been included in the 
policies and practices of the department; that is, to ensure the achievement of the objectives for all 
EEO groups. While the non-English speaking background group is not targeted specifically, its 
needs are considered in implementation of the framework. 

Water and Rivers Commission: The commission commenced operation on 1 January 1996, and 
has not developed a full complement of EEO policies. Consideration to this area will be given as 
and when policies are developed. 
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Kings Park and Botanic Garden: Has provided English language training to all non-English 
speaking background employees over the last two years, including introduction to computers, to 
enable, among other outcomes, full participation in occupational health and safety and workplace 
reform issues. 

Perth Zoological Garden: The zoo has identified the benefit of acoustic guides which act as 
translators for visitors with little or no English. Sponsorship is actively being sought for these 
guides. Directional signage has been replaced with signs that contain pictograms that are 
internationally req>gnisable and are useful to all visitors. 

NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING BACKGROUND ETHNIC GROUPS - EQUITY 
STRATEGIES INITIATED BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 

718. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Attorney General: 

What equity strategies have been initiated by departments and other instrumentalities which are 
within the Minister's responsibility which aim to achieve equitable outcomes for non-English 
speaking background ethnic groups which are disadvantaged as distinct from merely achieving 
equitable access? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Attorney General has provided the following reply -

The Ministry of Justice has actioned or is in the process of initiating a number of strategies aimed 
at achieving equitable access and outcomes for non-English speaking background ethnic groups, 
as follows - provision of interpreting and translating services as required; provision of customer 
information in languages other than English; and development of a language services plan which 
sets out a number of equity strategies intended to be actioned, including the recruitment of 
bilingual staff to meet customer needs, and the training of staff to better communicate with 
particular customer groups. 

ART GALLERIES - BROOME, DISPLAYING WORK OF WA ARTISTS 

737. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts: 

Is there an art gallery or centre in Broome showing the work of Western Australian artists? 

Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following reply -

In Broome there are six commercial art galleries all of which show the work of Western 
Australian artists. There is no publicly funded art gallery/art centre operating in Broome. 

ARTS, DEPARTMENT FOR THE - GRANTS FOR NON-METROPOLITAN ARTS ACTIVITIES 

738. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts: 

What percentage of arts grants are allocated to projects or individuals outside the Perth 
metropolitan area? 

Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following reply -

In 1996 the State of Western Australia, through the Department for the Arts, has approved funds 
totalling $12 197843 in arts activities undertaken by individuals, groups and organisations. Of 
this total $1 732467, or 14.2 per cent, went directly towards non-metropolitan arts activity. In 
addition, non-metropolitan areas also benefit in a range of ways from the State's investment in 
city based arts agencies. These include Community Arts Network, Craftwest, Artists Foundation 
of W A, Fremantle Arts Centre Press, and the performing arts companies such as West Australian 
Symphony Orchestra, West Australian Ballet Company, 2 Dance Plus and the five theatre 
companies which tour to regional Western Australia. 

ARTS, DEPARTMENT FOR THE - PROMOTING WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
ART IN EASTERN STATES 

739. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts: 

How much is spent annually on promoting or taking Western Australian visual or performing art 
to the Eastern States? . 

Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following reply -

In 1995 the State of Western Australia, through the Department for the Arts, made avai~ble 
$145000 toward marketing and associated initiatives such as attendance at conferences, seminars 
and other special events held elsewhere in Australia and overseas. The Department for the Arts 
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has engaged a team of consultants to investigate the marketing needs of Western Australia's artists 
and arts organisations. A total of $400 000 has been set aside towards the·implementation of the 
consultants' recommendations. 

WESlERN AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM - ART GALLERY OF WESlERN 
AUSTRALIA 

Aboriginal Employees 

741. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts: 

(1) Are there any Aboriginal employees in the Western Australian Museum, or other 
museums throughout the State? 

(2) Are there any Aboriginal employees in the Art Gallery of Western Australia? 

Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

(1) 

(2) 

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following reply -

There is one Aboriginal curator at the museum. The museum is currently attempting, with some 
assistance from external funding, to increase this number to five. There is one full-time office 
trainee employed at the Geraldton region museum and one casual education officer employed at 
the Western Australian Museum's Perth site. 

On 2 August 1993 the gallery employed an Aboriginal Trainee Curatorial Assistant - Aboriginal 
Art through the then Public Service Commission's special vocational traineeship program. On 2 
August 1994 this person accepted the permanent position of Curatorial Assistant (Aboriginal Art). 
Also, in July 1993 the gallery employed two part time Aboriginal attendants. Both these people 
resigned in October 1993 to take up part time positions. 

WESlERN AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM - REDEVELOPMENT PROGRESS 

743. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts: 

What is the progress on the redevelopment of the Western Australian Museum? 

Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following reply -
I 

There has been considerable progress on redevelopments at the Western Australian Museum. At 
the museum's premier Perth site appropriations have been made for the 1995-9611997-1998 
financial years to enable stage 1 of the redevelopment to proceed. This involves the refurbishment 
of the historically significant Hackett Hall on the museum site while the architects appointed to 
the project, Cox Howlett Bailey, are also examining options to provide a new public entrance on 
the museum's James Street frontage. Provision has been made for forward estimates for site 
redevelopment to continue, initially including refurbishment of the historic Beaufort and Jubilee 
Wings and the Old Perth Gaol, while a provision has also been made in the forward estimates for 
detailed planning and design of the proposed west wing on the museum site to proceed also. The 
Government is committed to the successful redevelopment of the Western Australian Museum 
recognising its critical role in providing access to Western Australians on important matters of 
science, culture and heritage. 

WESlERN AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM - ABORIGINAL MA lERIAL 

746. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts: 

(1) What is the Government doing about getting back precious and significant Aboriginal 
material from museums throughout Australia? 

(2) What is to become of such material in the Western Australian Museum? 

(3) Where will it be displayed? 

Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following reply -

(1) The Western Australian Museum is currently negotiating with the Museum of Victoria concerning 
the Forrest Collection which relates particularly to the south west of the State. The museum is 
consulting extensively with south west communities about appropriate ownership arrangements 
for this collection. Other material has already been returned to communities from New South 
Wales. 

(2) It.ms not yet been determined that this material will be held in the museum. This is a decision for 
Aboriginal communities to make, in consultation with the museum. 

(3) If it is to be displayed in the museum it will probably be housed in the expanded Aboriginal 
gallery currently being expanded with the assistance of the Lotteries Commission. 
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ARTS - ABORIGINES, EMPLOYMENT; OUTLETS; JRAINING 

747. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts: 

(1) What is the Government's policy on employment opportunity for Aborigines in the Arts 

in Western Australia? 

(2) How many outlets are there in regional Western Australia for Aboriginal culture? 

(3) What sort of training is provided for Aborigines wishing to work in the arts field in 

Western Australia? 

Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following reply -

(1) The coalition's arts policy makes particular reference to a number of initiatives that have direct 

impact on employment opportunities for Aboriginal people in the Arts in Western Australia. 

These include -

the Government's commitment to encouraging and developing Aboriginal participation in non

traditional arts activities; for example, public art - affrrmative action for Broome and Derby 

hospital redevelopments; 

promoting arts in education for Aboriginals and providing specialist training for professional 

artists; and 

establishing a network of Aboriginal cultural centres throughout Western Australia. 

(2) The reference to "outlets" and "Aboriginal culture" could include service information that would 

suggest that all regional and state museums, galleries and libraries are to be included. If this 

question is in reference to commercial outlets - retailing Aboriginal art - then the answer is in two 

parts. 

Firstly, there are a number of Aboriginal owned and managed Aboriginal art centres throughout 

regional Western Australia, such as Mangkaja Arts in Fitzroy Crossing, Waringarri Arts in 

Kununurra, Halls Creek Art Centre, Warburton Art Project, Nyoongar Art Shop in Albany, 

Ngunga Designs in Derby, Djookan Designs, Wandalgu Arts and others in Kalgoorlie and 

throughout the central desert region. 

Secondly, in almost every regional centre where there is a tourist information centre or gift shop -

not necessarily owned or managed by Aboriginal people - information about Aboriginal culture or 

purchase of Aboriginal artefacts is available. 

In addition to the visual arts and crafts there are a number of Aboriginal theatre, dance, music and 

literature outlets throughout Western Australia. These include Yirra Yaakin Aboriginal Theatre, 

Aboriginal Dance Development Unit, Aboriginal Productions and Promotions, Magabala Books, 

Broome Musicians Aboriginal Corporation, Kimberley Aboriginal Language Resource Centre, 

Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre, Abmusic, Bardi Dance Group, Karijini National 

Park, to name just a few. 

(3) There exist a number of local arts training projects available to Aboriginals. Training in theatre is 

available through projects such as Aboriginals in Theatre and Tourism (Theatre Kimberley) and 

Aboriginal Theatre and Dance Training (Michael Leslie - W A Academy of Performing Arts) and 

Yirra Yaakin Aboriginal Theatre. Training in music is available through organisations such as 

Abmusic and Dance through Aboriginal Dance Development Unit. Visual arts and craft training 

significantly occurs through small one-off workshops in regional areas and are provided through 

the art centres such as Mangkjaja Arts, Ngunga Designs, Warta Kutju, and others. Magabala 

Books also provides training through its organisation for Aboriginal people wishing to work in the 

publishing area. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY - COCKBURNCEMENTLTD 

Dredging of Cockburn Sound Advice; Steedman. Ray 

752. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 

(1) Will the Minister be reviewing the work practices of the Chairman of the Environmental 

Protection Authority as a result of the Supreme Court decision regarding the advice 

provided on the dredging of Cockburn Sound? 

(2) Was the Minister aware that Mr Ray Steedman had been a consultant to Cockburn 

Cement when he was appointed to the position of chairman? 

(3) If not, why not? 

(4) If yes to (2), did the Minister raise any formal objections to Mr Steedman writing a report 

for one of his old employers, and if not, why not? 

(5) Did the Minister query the advice given to him by the EPA on this issue, and if so, with 

whom did he question the results? 



1914 [ASSEMBLY] 

(6) Was the Minister concerned by the ultra vires nature of the advice given to him by the 
EPA, and if so, what steps did he take to ensure that this situation did not recur? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
I refer the member to question on notice 663 answered on 2 May 1996. 

PRISONS - CANNING V ALE; CASUARINA 
Section 9 Prisons Act Inquiries 

758. Mr BROWN to the Minister assisting the Minister for Justice: 

(1) Is the Minister satisfied that the section 9 inquiries into Canning Vale and Casuarina 
Prisons were conducted with the highest possible integrity and fairness? 

(2) Is the Minister satisfied that the conclusions drawn from the section 9 inquiries were-
(a) based on the evidence; 

(b) impartially reached; 

(c) not inappropriately influenced by persons who did not have an 
investigative/deliberative role in the inquiry? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

(1)-(2) Yes, based on information provided to me by the Ministry for Justice. 

JUSTICE, MINISlRY OF - OFFICERS OVERSEEING MANAGEMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCE 
FUNCfIONS 

768. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General: 

What is the name and designation of each officer in the Ministry of Justice involved in overseeing 
the management of the human resource functions relating to discipline within the ministry? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Attorney General has provided the following reply -

Dr Michael McCall, Acting Director General, and Mr Kevin Payne, Director, Office of the Director 
General. 

STEPHENSON AND WARD INCINERATOR - PCB CONTAMINATION 
STUDY 

774. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 

(1) What are the terms of reference and objectives of the study inquiring into the extent of 
chemical contamination around the Stephenson and Ward incinerator? 

(2) Who will be carrying out this study? 

(3) When did it commence? 

(4) When will it be completed? 

(5) What is the anticipated cost of the study? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) The current study is intended to confirm the nature and extent of PCB contamination on the site 
and then develop the optimum remediation strategy for the contamination. Once a remediation 
strategy has been developed and has been assessed under the Environmental Protection Act, 
tenders will be called for remediating the site. 

(2) Alan Tingay and Associates were awarded the contract by the State Supply Commission for the 
work following a public tender process. 

(3) The contract was awarded on 21 March 1996 and initial investigatory work commenced on 22 
March 1996. A drilling program to confIrm the extent of contamination commenced on 12 April 
1996. 

(4) The consultants' report is expected to be finalised in mid to late May 1996. 

(5) The total cost of the study is dependent on the final cost of the drilling program, but is estimated 
to be $50 000. 
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ARTS, DEPARTMENT FOR THE - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DESIGNERS, 
USE BY INDUSTRY POLICY 

779. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts: 

1915 

Does the Government have a policy or program of encouraging the use of Western Australian 
designers, by industry, in this State? 

Mr NICHOLLS replied: 

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following response -

It is the Government's policy where possible to encourage the use of Western Australian designers in this 
State through such schemes as -

The Premier's Gift Commissioning Project; 
The Public Art Program; and 
Funding CraftWest (The Craft Council of WA) 

and from time to time providing advice to industry and government agencies doing fitouts and purchasing 
works of art. Further work to define opportunities is being undertaken by the Department for the Arts in 
conjunction with the Ministerial Taskforce on Public Art. 

BAIL - ACCOMMODA nON INFORMA nON 

782. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General: 

(1) Further to question on notice 116 of 1996, has a list or schedule of hostel accommodation 
available to people on bail been made available to the police, Ministry of Justice, courts 
and/or people released on bail? 

(2) What are the names and addresses of hostels prepared to provide accommodation to 
people on bail? 

(3) If a list is not provided to people on bail, what arrangements are made to provide them 
with this information? 

(4) What is the nature of the information provided in this way? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Attorney General has provided the following reply -

(1) Local lists of bail accommodation facilities are held at community corrections branch offices. 
This information is available to courts when bail assessments are requested. 

(2) Hostels which are prepared to provide bail accommodaion do so on a voluntary basis, and I am 
not prepared to release their names without the operators' consent. 

(3)-(4) People referred by a court for bail assessment are given information at interview about 
accommodation, if required, by a community corrections officer. 

CHEESEMAN, BRYAN ALLAN - CHILDREN'S COURT, ORDER TO PAY 
FINE AND COSTS 

790. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General: 

(1) Was a certificate pursuant to section 56(4) of the Young Offenders Act 1994 issued out 
of the Children's Court on 26 July 1995 ordering the payment of $200 to a Bryan Allan 
Cheesman? 

(2) Has the order and other court orders concerning costs/penalties been complied with? 

(3) If not, why not? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Attorney General has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes. 

(2) No. 

(3) On 23 March 1995, the Perth Children's Court ordered that the defendant in this matter pay a fine 
of $100 and $30 costs. This was not paid and on 2 August 1995 a Notice to Attend Court was 
issued for the defendant to appear in court pursuant to section 65(3)(b) of the Young Offenders 
Act to invite him to perform community work in lieu of the fine. On 6 September 1995 the 
defendant failed to appear in court and a warrant was issued for his arrest. He was subsequently 
apprehended and brought before the court on 20 October 1995 when this matter and a number of 
other charges were remanded to 2 November 1995. On that date, the defendant was given a 
further month in which to pay the fine and court costs. On 13 December 1995 this charge was 
included in a group of other charges that had been listed because of a breach of an Intensive Youth 
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Supervision Order. The defendant failed to appear and the court issued a warrant for his arrest on 
all charges. He has not yet been apprehended by the police and the matter concerning Mr 
Cheesman has not yet been finalised. 

AUNT AGAS - NOONAN BAKERY PrY LTD, ADVICE 

800. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Energy: 

(1) Further to question on notice 28 of 1996, what sound advice has AlintaGas provided to 
Noonan Bakery Pty Ltd? 

(2) What was the nature of that advice? 

(3) What was the cost to AlintaGas of providing that advice? 

(4) Did the advice require technical or professional involvement? 

(5) If so, please clarify? 

Mr C.l. BARNETI replied: 

(1)-(2) Detailed discussions between AlintaGas and its customers are commercially confidential. 

(3) Advice offered by AlintaGas to its customers is part of the corporation's customer service and not 
individually costed. 

(4) No. 

(5) Not applicable. 

SCHOOL AGE THERAPY SERVICES (SATS) - GERALDTON 

824. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

How many children received school aged therapy services in Geraldton in 1994-95? 

How many children in Geraldton receive SATS today? 

Is there a conflict between the Geraldton Regional Hospital and Disability Services 
Commission over who has responsibility for speech therapy services? 

(4) If yes, is it or has it been resolved? 

(5) What speech therapy services are currently available in Geraldton? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

(1) Thirty seven students, receiving mainly speech pathology input. This service is provided by two 
periods of contract services, external to Geraldton Health Service resources. The SA TS 
involvement included support of 14 children by therapy assistants. 

(2) 

(3)-(4) 

(5) 

No children have received SATS this year. 

No. Speech pathologists in Geraldton are employed in Geraldton by only the Health Department 
and as such have an established priority criterion for clients they see. Many of these clients are 
also eligible for SATS; however, speech pathology resources do not permit the increased 
workload of training and supporting assistance to allow the supplementary approach at this stage. 
Geraldton Health Service and the Disability Services Commission through the local SA TS 
committee are currently attempting to resolve these issues. 

Speech pathology services are provided by two FTE speech pathologists. The caseload is 
approximately 400, with a maximum waiting period for initial assessment of three months. The 
services provided are on rotational block format, involving intervention on an individual and 
group basis. The case load covers inpatients (an increase in demand) and outpatients (adult and 
paediatric). As a regional centre, this service is being re-established to the centres of Meekatharra, 
Mt Magnet, Yalgoo, Mullewa, Kalbarri, Northampton, Morawa, Three Springs and Dongara. 
These centres will be visited once per term, with this equating in time to approximately a 0.5 FTE 
speech pathologist. The regional services are equal in priority to the inpatients of the Geraldton 
Health Service. 

Other services offered include -

parent training; 
advice clinics; and 
inservice of education and community health staff, including school visits. 

HOSPITALS - ROYAL PERTH 
Edith Cowan University Report 

826. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 

(1) Has Edith Cowan University completed a report on the impact of changes in the 
management of Royal Perth university? 



(2) If yes -

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

[Tuesday, 14 May 1996] 

what were the terms of reference for the study; 

how much did it cost; 

will it be released to the Opposition? 
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(1) Yes. Edith Cowan University completed a report in December 1995 on the impact of changes in 
the management of Royal Perth Hospital, not Royal Perth University. 

(2) (a) Terms of reference were as follows -

The way in which the change process had impacted on hospital staff. 

The general concept of staff satisfaction with their employment at Royal Perth Hospital. 

(b) $7000. 

(c) In line with the open forum approach adopted by Royal Perth Hospital the results of this 
report were circulated throughout the hospital in the January 1996 Clinical Directions 
Bulletin. I have attached a copy of this bulletin for the member's information. [See 
paper No 237.J 

HOSPITALS - BOARDS, GOVERNMENT POLICY 

827. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 

(1) What is the Government's current policy with respect to hospital boards? 

(2) How many health services throughout the State have boards? 

(3) How many health services do not have boards? 

(4) What is the Government's view on who should be represented on boards? 

(5) Will hospital boards be accountable in respect of health services generally or just hospital 
services? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

(1) The current policy of the Government is to appoint hospital boards under section 15 of the 
Hospitals and Heallh Services Act 1927 to manage and control public hospitals. 

(2)-(3) At least 65 boards have been appointed to manage one or more government hospitals and/or health 
services; 40 hospitals do not have boards constituted in the ordinary way. By virtue of section 7 
of the Act, the board in those cases is constituted by the Minister. Wherever health services are 
provided by an organisation that was a hospital board, the name of the organisation has been or is 
being altered to include the words "health service" in order to reflect that fact. 

(4) Normally, the Government ensures that a board represents the people in the catchment area served 
by the hospital, and comprises people with a mix of skills. 

(5) Wherever health services are provided by a board, the board is to be accountable for those 
services. 

HOSPITALS - PUBLIC 
Employment of Agency Staff 

850. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 

Are the State's public hospitals increasingly employing agency staff, in particular from the fIrm 
J5, in order to avoid the obligations in respect of redeployment and redundancy? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

No, the government health industry is currently undertaking competitive tendering and contracting 
out of non-core services. This will lead to some positions in the health industry becoming 
redundant. Where these positions fall vacant prior to the private sector contractor taking 
responsibility, employers are not filling the positions with employees of the health service. These 
positions are being filled by J5 and other agencies, until such time as the contracting out and 
competitive tendering process has been completed by the various hospitals. The use of agency 
staff is not a new initiative and is common practice in the government health industry for such 
short term needs as this. 

RAMSA Y REPORT - REVIEW OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
ACT 1986 

858. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 

(1) When was the public consultation period for the Ramsay report completed? 

(2) What stages has the report been through since the public consultation period closed? 
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(3) Why have the report's recommendations not been implemented yet? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) If the question refers to the consultation period following the public release of the report 
of the Review of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 by the independent advisory 
committee chaired by Mr John Ramsay of Tasmania, the consultation period was 10 
October to 20 November 1992. 

(2) I understand that the Minister at the time, Hon J. McGinty, commissioned an assessment 
of the report and of the submissions received on it, to be prepared by Professor R. 
Harding of the University of Western Australia. Professor Harding's report was not 
proceeded with by the former Government. Subsequently, under this Government, a 
statement on the "Ramsay Report" was made by me - Kevin Minson - on 1 December 
1993, when Parliament was considering the Environmental Protection Amendment Bill 
1993. The present Minister for the Environment is considering further amendments to 
the Environmental Protection Act in light of the "Ramsay Report" and additional 
information. 

(3) Most of the 50 recommendations of the Ramsay committee have been implemented or 
are in the process of implementation. Some recommendations have been modified by 
government decision; for example, separation of the EPA from the Department of 
Environmental Protection. The status of the recommendations is summarised below -

No Implemented 

1 Yes 
2 Yes 
3 Yes 
4 Yes 
5 No 

6 Yes 

7 Yes 
8 In process 

9 In process 

10 Yes 
11 Yes 
12 Yes 

13 No 

14 Yes 

15 Yes 
16 In part 

17 Yes 
18 Yes 

19 Yes 

20 Yes 
21 In part 

22 Yes 

23 Yes 

Implementation status of Ramsay Committee 
Recommendations 

Comment 

Primacy of EP Act retained. 
Right of public to participate retained. 
Independent, advisory EPA retained. 
Ministerial model retained. 
Not necessary to review every 5 years. 
Other legislation is progressively reviewed. 
Definition of environment retained. EPA is 
developing a range of relevant publications. 
Definition of proposal retained. 
Proposed amendments to the Act being drafted include 
an offence of "unauthorised environmental harm". 
Proposed amendments include a list of 
relevant principles in an "objects" clause. 
Dispute resolution role of Governor retained. 
Decision making role of Minister retained. 
Government's amendments of 1994 required EPA 
members to have "experience of matters affecting the 
environment", required Minister to seek expressions of 
interest, made appointment by the Governor, retained 
the number of members at five. 
The roles of CEO and chairman were separated by 
the amendments of 1994 to remove confusion. 
The EP Department was renamed the Department of 
Environmental Protection and regional presence has 
been expanded, with further expansion planned. 
Advisory committee provisions retained. 
An Appeals Convenor has been established 
to manage appeals on the Minister's behalf. 
Committee of inquiry provision retained. 
Procedures to ensure LGAs are consulted 
have been strengthened. Proposed amendments 
include a clarification of their role and status. 
EPA and DEP regularly consult with private sector 
organisations, though there is scope to increase 
consultation. 
EPA's treatment of Aboriginal issues is unchanged. 
The Social Impact Unit no longer exists as such 
but the functions are retained in government. 
Constraint on decision making authorities 
issuing approvals retained. 
DEP has actively pursued delegation of some 
functions to local government. 



24 
25 
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

35 
36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 
46 
47 

48 

49 

50 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
In part 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

In part 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

[Tuesday, 14 May 1996] 

EPP provisions retained. 
Production of Code of Practice has continued. 
EPA has increasingly taken a strategic view 
in the advice it has given. 
There are no plans at present to introduce provisions 
for Statements of Environmental Policy. The available 
alternatives are adequate. 
Referral requirements have been retained. A 
publication clarifying what constitutes a significant 
environmental effect is in preparation. 
There are no plans at present to introduce a power for 
the Minister to issue a "Stop Work Order" to halt 
premature implementation of a proposal before the 
assessment is completed. 
Process for informal advice retained. 
Works Approval and Licence process retained. 
CER, PER, ERMP & Public Inquiry retained. 
EPA has the power to delegate its functions. 
Environmental consultancy standards are self
regulated. Document preparation by 
consultants retained. 
Key elements of the EIA process retained. 
Early consultation encouraged. Proposed amend
ments enable class assessment and Works Approvals 
for non-prescribed premises. Consultation on scope of 
assessment introduced. Timelines agreed with 
proponent and published in EPA's report. 
EPA report clearly identifies all issues and 
sources of advice. 
EPA report includes recommended conditions. 
Proposed amendments include right of reply 
for proponent and EPA on appeals. 
Proposed amendments will enable Works Approval 
and Licence application processes to be combined 
where appropriate. 
Licence provisions retained. Proposed amendments 
include prescribing activities instead of premises. 
Noise regulations have been widely consulted. 
Proposed 'Rave Party' amendments will address 
problems of police powers and 'unreasonable noise' 
definition. 
Appeals Convenor handles these appeals on 
the Minister's behalf, not "commissioner". 
State of environment reporting has been adopted. 
Proposed amendments will provide a statutory base. 
Proposed contaminated sites legislation will 
include establishment of a register of sites. 
No register of environmental values is proposed. 
Present provisions for liability for pollution retained. 
Proposed amendments include tiered offences and 
penalties, increased penalties consistent with a move to 
broad band consistency Australia-wide. 
There is no proposal at present to remove the require
ment for the CEO to gain the Minister's approval 
before initiating proceedings for a prosecution. 
An increase in fees is being pursued in parallel with a 
move to introduce a system of best practice licences. 
Most of the recommendations for administrative 
changes have been expeditiously implemented. Some 
that required legislative amendment have already been 
implemented and others are being progressed. 

MINIM COVE DEVELOPMENT, MOSMAN PARK - MINISTER FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT UNABLE TO REVERSE DECISION, LEGAL ADVICE 

860. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 

I refer the Minister to an article in The West Australian dated 20 March 1995 and ask -
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(a) is the Minister saying that he would reverse the Minim Cove development had he 
received legal advice to do so; 
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(b) 
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on what grounds was the legal advice based to say that he was unable to reverse the 
decision; 

(c) who provided the legal advice to the Minister and in what year was the advice provided; 

(d) did the Minister seek legal advice specifically on the issue of whether or not the 
development could be reversed? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(a) No. 

(b) A legal interpretation of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. 

(c) The Crown Law Department. 

(d) The Minister discussed with Crown Law a range of issues relating to the McCabe Street 
redevelopment. 

METROBUS - COMPRESSED NATURAL GAS, USE BY BUS FLEET 

867. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Energy: 

(1) What consideration has been given to convert MetroBus buses to compressed natural 
gas? 

(2) If no consideration has been given, why not? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1) The Government strongly supports the use of compressed natural gas as a fuel in the MetroBus 
bus fleet. Natural gas is a clean burning fuel and the use of CNG would contribute to an 
improvement in Perth's urban air quality. MetroBus already has a compressed natural gas fuelling 
facility at the Malaga bus depot from which 45 cng fuelled buses operate. AlintaGas and 
MetroBus are developing arrangements for additional CNG fuelled buses. MetroBus is initiating 
a new trail with CNG conversion technology supplied by Transcom Ltd. Ten additional buses wilJ 
be converted to CNG and their performance monitored. If successful, additional conversions 
leading to substantially increased CNG use are expected. 

(2) Not applicable. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY - COASTAL WATERS 
ALLIANCE, COURT ACTION COSTS 

873. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 

(1) Will the Minister advise what costs the Environmental Protection Authority faced as a 
result of the court action taken by the Coastal Waters Alliance? 

(2) From which budget is the action being paid? 

(3) Who did the EPA engage to pursue the court action and what were the fees paid to the 
EPA's representatives? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) $6454. 

(2) The costs will be paid from the Department of Environmental Protection legal unit 
budget. 

(3) The Crown Solicitor's Office; $6454. 

RECYCLING - CONTAINER DEPOSIT LEGISLATION, SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 

875. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 

(1) What recyclable products are offered a 5¢ return for recycling in South Australia and not 
in Western Australia? 

(2) What legislative changes would be required so that Western Australia could have the 
same procedure? 

(3) Can the Minister see any benefit for the same system being introduced here and would 
the Minister please explain his reasoning? 

(4) How does South Australia's recycling record compare to that of Western Australia? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -



(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
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In South Australia most beverage containers are covered by container deposit legislation. 
This legislation provides for a refundable deposit which in most cases is about 5¢. COL 
does not apply anywhere else in Australia. COL was introduced to SA as an anti litter 
program. I am unaware of the precise details of what containers attract a deposit in SA. 

Container deposit legislation would need to be enacted. 
I can see little benefit in introducing such a scheme in Western Australia. The policy of 
this Government, and I understand the previous Government, has been against the 
introduCf.lon of COL. The recycling blueprint, which was initiated by the previous 
Government and the draft released during its term of office, reported the following on 
COL-

The committee concurs with the finding by the Industry Commission that there 
is no convincing case for compulsory deposit schemes on beverage containers. 
The Commission found that deposit schemes are expensive to operate and 
impose high costs on both producers and consumers and are both inefficient 
compared with other available economic instruments. A particularly negative 
aspect of COL is that it tends to remove the higher value recyclable items from 
the household thereby making kerbside collection schemes less financially 
viable. In addition, it is most important for the efficiency of the total system 
that the maximum possible is collected by kerbside schemes. A system 
involving universal kerbside collection and people from 600 000 households 
driving around the State to redeem deposits on bottles and cans would be 
wasteful in the extreme. 

COL has been thoroughly investigated by groups ranging from the Industry Commission 
to the Packaging Environment Foundation of Australia. The following points summarise 
the effectiveness of COL -

COL is less effective than litter laws and anti-litter campaigns because in its 
current form it deals primarily only with some beverage containers. 

COL is expensive. The commonwealth business regulation review unit has 
estimated that, applied across Australia, COL would cost industry and 
consumers $500m to solve a $50m litter and waste management problem. 
Benefits from disposal savings were estimated at only $13m. At present, given 
the national nature of many of our beverage companies, it would appear that at 
least some of the costs of COL in South Australia are being borne by consumers 
across Australia. 

By removing the most valuable materials from the waste stream - that is, glass 
and aluminium - COL has an adverse impact on the economic effectiveness of 
comprehensive recycling programs. The remaining items are the low value and 
high volume containers; for example, HOPE, PET plastic containers, liquid 
paper board cartons and steel cans, which are not cost effective to collect on 
their own and are usually subsidised by the high value items. 

COL appears to reduce the proportion of some containers in the waste and litter 
streams but increases the proportion of containers that are exempt from 
container deposit. 

COL does nothing to address litter stream items such as confectionery wrappers, 
food scraps, fast food containers, disposable nappies, newspapers, cigarette 
packages, car parts and tyres. 

(4) I am advised that Western Australia's recycling rate is generally better than South 
Australia which is the poorest performing of all mainland States. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY - COCKBURN CEMENT LTD 
Supreme Court Decision; Legal Advice to Minister; Coastal Waters Alliance 

880. Or EOW AROS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 

(1) What contact has the Minister had with solicitors acting for the Coastal Waters Alliance 
as a result of the Supreme Court finding against Cockburn Cement? 

(2) Who provided the legal advice to the Minister on whether or not Cockburn Cement 
should cease sand dredging following the recent state full court decision? 

(3) What was the nature of the advice? 

(4) Who is paying for the legal advice? 

(5) Has the Minister sought advice on the issue of compensation to Cockburn Cement and, if 
so, from whom did he seek this advice? 

(6) If yes to (5), what was the nature of the advice? 
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Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) None. 

(2) The Crown Counsel's Office. 

(3) General advice was sought on the legal implications of the Supreme Court's decision 
regarding the Environmental Protection Authority's assessment and subsequent 
ministerial conditions. The advice was in part that Cockburn Cement Ltd in continuing 
dredging operations in Owen Anchorage would not be in breach of either the 
Environmental Protection Act or the Cement Works (Cockburn Cement Ltd) Agreement 
Act 1971. 

(4) 

(5)-(6) 

The Environmental Protection Authority. 

No. 

MINIM COVE DEVELOPMENT, MOSMAN PARK - EXTENSION, 
MINISTER'S APPROVAL 

881. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 

(1) On what date did the Minister approve the extension of the Mosman Park, McCabe Street 
development? 

(2) Will the Minister table the appropriate documentation relating to the approval? 

Mr MINSON replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) On 15 March 1996, I issued a statement under section 45(5) of the Environmental 
Protection Act, indicating that the proposal may be implemented. Final approval was 
given on 18 March 1996 under section 45(7). 

(2) Yes. 

[See paper No 238.] 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT - SEXUAL ASSAULT REFERRAL SERVICES. 
FUNDING 

918. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Health: 

What was the total amount appropriated in 1995-96 for counselling for victims of sexual abuse? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Health Department of Western Australia has allocated $1 369943 to sexual assault referral 
services in metropolitan and country W A. 

HOSPITALS - ROYAL PERTH 
Ward 6H. Reopening 

935. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 

(1) Has Ward 6H at Royal Perth Hospital been reopened following the recent closure? 

(2) If yes ~ 

(a) for how long was it closed; 

(b) for what purpose is the ward now being utilised? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2) (a) Two weeks. 

(b) Vascular surgery and cardiothoracic surgery. 

EDWARD MILLEN HOME - FUTURE, DEPUTATION FROM TOWN OF 
VICTORIA PARK 

974. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 

(1) Has the Minister received a deputation from the Town of Victoria Park concerning the 
future of the Edward Millen Home and the adjoining reserve? 

(2) Has the Minister further considered the matter and is he in a position to indicate the State 
Government's policy on the future of the home and grounds? 
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(3) If yes, what does the Government intend to do with the land? 

(4) Will it be offered for sale or lease to the Town of Victoria Park? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2)-(4) This is still under consideration. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

FIREARMS - EXEMPTION FOR FARMERS 

200. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Police: 

(1) Why did the Minister claim he was going to the national gun meeting last week with an 
open mind when, in fact, only the Australian Capital Territory, New South Wales, and 
Tasmania supported the Prime Minister's package in full and the Minister went there 
seeking an exemption for farmers? 

(2) Will the Minister tell the House the consequences of the exemption he sought, 
particularly -

(a) How many semiautomatic firearms will be exempted in this State; 

(b) how many pump action shotguns will be exempted; and 

(c) how many other firearms will be exempted? 

(3) Why could not the Minister have been open and honest with the people of Western 
Australia before going to the conference or was he only interested in protecting farmers' 
interests? 

Mr WIESE replied: 
(1)-(3) I noticed while I was on my way across to Canberra that the Leader of the Opposition actually 

asked a question in this House which put forward a totally and absolutely false premise; that is, I 
had made comments at the meeting we attended which indicated that I would support a lessening 
of the ban or there being no ban on semiautomatic firearms. 

Mr McGinty: That is exactly what you said. 

Mr WIESE: That is quite patently false. The people who were at that meeting - and I have asked several 
of them since - quite clearly indicated that that was false. 

Mr McGinty: You are wrong and you are now misleading the House. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr WIESE: That is the type of Leader of the Opposition that this State is lumbered with. The reason I 
said very clearly and very often that I was going to Canberra with an open mind was very simply this: If 
every Minister had gone to that conference with a totally and absolutely fixed position from which they 
would not move, then quite clearly they would never -

Mr McGinty interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I call the Leader of the Opposition to order. 

Mr WIESE: - have achieved a resolution such as that which resulted from that conference in Canberra. 

Mr McGinty interjected. 

Mr WIESE: I think the majority of people Australia-wide are very pleased with the resolution that was 
achieved at that conference. It is very strange that the Leader of the Opposition is one of the few who has 
criticised the decision that was made at that conference. 

The consequences of the decision will be many and widespread. However, for the first time ever Australia 
has achieved -

Mr Thomas interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Cockburn. 

Mr WIESE: For the first time ever, Australia has achieved uniform firearms legislation, something that 
this country has been trying to achieve for at least the three and a half years that I have been in this job and 
I understand for many years before that In the vicinity of 40000 firearms in Western Australia will be 
affected. There are 25 578 low powered, rim-fire semiautomatic rifles licensed in Western Australia and 
5 266 semiautomatic shotguns. It is a bit unclear how many banned shotguns are included in the category 
of repeater shotguns and are licensed in Western Australia, because the category includes both pump action 
and bolt action shotguns. However, it would be fair to say that the majority are pump action shotguns. 
There are 10992 repeater shotguns licensed in Western Australia. It is pure speculation to go beyond that 
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at this stage because until we start to renew the licences or begin to implement the resolution, we will not 
know how many of those weapons will not be eligible to be relicensed. 

HOMESWEST • MIDLAND, HOUSING PROBLEM; ABORIGINAL 
FAMILIES, MIDDLE SWAN 

201. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the Minister for Housing: 

There seems to be a major housing problem in Midland because a group of local people recently moved to 
live on an old brickyard tip at Middle Swan. Why have those people moved to the site and what is the 
Government doing to solve their housing problem? 

Mr KIERATH replied: 

Homeswest and I sympathise with the plight of young children and the elderly with the onset of winter. 
This is not really a housing issue. It is more centred around some deep differences between certain 
Aboriginal families. They previously resided on a site at Gnangara. Homeswest provided some of the 
capital, although most of the funding came from other sources. Homeswest has no direct management role 
in this matter, although I have asked it to try to assist. There are 18 houses at Gnangara, of which 15 are 
vacant. That is appalling. Quite a few have no power or water because bills have not been paid, and a 
number of them are fairly badly damaged, although we hope not structurally damaged. Despite our 
previous experience with this community, I have asked Homeswest to try to help them and to work with 
other government agencies to see whether we can sort through this situation. The Government can provide 
some form of management support program, but only if there is cooperation between the communities. 
They must clean up the former site and bring to an end their feud, and set in place some form of 
administration for the long term management of that community. If that happens, with a bit of goodwill 
and commonsense, the situation will be resolved. 

FIREARMS - GUN LEVY PROPOSAL 

202. Mr McGINTY to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier's 4¢ a litre fuel levy to fund the Northbridge tunnel, to his $50 motor vehicle levy, his 
abysmal record of increasing total state taxes by 26 per cent this term and the allocation of $lm of 
taxpayers' funds to upgrade his already plush office. Why is he now bleating about the Federal 
Government's proposed gun levy, which aims to save lives and make the community safer by reducing the 
number of guns, when he previously imposed his levies for far less worthwhile causes? 

Mr COURT replied: 

I have taken a very consistent position on the compensation for guns; that is, if something is legal and there 
is a change in the legislation to make it illegal, it is appropriate that compensation be paid. With reference 
to the details surrounding how the compensation will be paid and who will be funding it, I have not done 
what the Leader of the Opposition has done. He has jumped in and said, "Let's have a gun levy", and has 
supported a proposal without knowing the details. What this Government does is quite different from what 
the Opposition does. This Government takes a responsible position by looking at the detail of something 
before it commits itself. In this instance the Opposition has committed itself to something it does not know 
anything about. This Government will wait for the Federal Government to come to it with a proposal on 
how -

Mr Ripper: You opposed it. 

Mr COURT: This Government will wait for the proposal on compensation from Mr Howard before it takes 
any action. Last Friday the Minister for Police advised me that the Prime Minister said that the Federal 
Government would provide generous financial support for such a scheme. The Government will wait to 
see what is the generous financial support before it makes a decision on how the compensation package 
should be paid. That is in direct contrast with the Leader of the Opposition, who continues his blank 
cheque mentality. The Opposition has always treated taxpayers' funds like confetti. It is prepared to make 
commitments if it believes it is popular on the day, but it should understand the detail of something before 
it makes a commitment. 

Mr McGinty: Hasn't somebody told you about it? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr McGinty: Which way is the wind blowing? 

Mr COURT: Nothing has changed. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call the Leader of the Opposition to order. 

Mr Kobelke interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr Kobelke interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! It is out of order for the member for Nollamara to interject so loudly. It is totally 
unacceptable for a member to shout over the person who has the call. 
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Mr COURT: I advise the member for Nollamara that from the word go this Government has supported a 
compensation program, but it will not commit to any detail of a compensation program until it has seen the 
Federal Government's proposal. It is interesting that a proposal has been put up in general terms and the 
Leader of the Opposition, without knowing the details, says the Government should go with it. When Paul 
Keating was the Prime Minister he would say "Jump" and the Leader of the Opposition would say, "How 
high?" Now that John Howard is the Prime Minister, when he says "Jump" the Leader of the Opposition 
says, "Give us a pogo stick." The Leader of the Opposition is a committed centralist - he agrees with 
whatever Canberra says .. 

This Government will take a responsible position on this issue and it will consider compensation proposals 
after the Federal Government has put forward its proposal. Jeff Kennett said today that his Government 
would contribute $lm to a fund and if additional funds are required further down the track, his Government 
would consider that proposal. In one way or another this proposal will cost the State money. The 
administration of the scheme will certainly cost a lot. The Government realises it will not be easy to 
implement. It will wait to see the Federal Government's financial package to this State and then it will 
consider the proposals that are put forward. 

FIRE BRIGADES - VOLUNTEERS, FUNDING 

203. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the Minister for Emergency Services: 

Some notice of this question has been given. The Mundaring Shire Council has written to me expressing 
its concern at what I know to be erroneous information that funding for replacement equipment for 
volunteer frre brigades is to cease. Will the Minister please clarify the funding position and therefore 
reassure the shire and all volunteers of the full support of this Government for the important and dangerous 
job they do? 

Mr WIESE replied: 

I can certainly assure the member for Swan Hills and the Mundaring Shire Council that the Government is 
not walking away from its major commitment to support volunteer fire brigades and volunteer bush frre 
brigades around this State. This question relates to the support given to bush frre brigades. Prior to 1994, 
bush frre brigades in this State received no support or assistance whatsoever. I took a proposition to 
Cabinet, which was accepted. As a result of that decision, the Government arranged a previously unseen 
package of support for volunteer bush frre brigades and their members. In 1994-95 the Government 
provided $lm in assistance to brigades; in 1995-96 it was increased to $1.5m; and in 1996-97 it was 
increased to $2m. I reiterate that that assistance and equipment provision has never been available in the 
past As the member for Swan Hills will be aware, the benefits of this package can be seen in the 
community. Therefore, $4.5m has been allocated to upgrade firefighting equipment and appliances. 

In addition, the Government has provided $4.3m to those brigades and local government authorities for 
assistance in the upgrade of communication equipment and the Bush Fires Board's command network. 
That assistance is greatly appreciated as it has enabled many councils and brigades to replace equipment 
which was absolutely worn out, unserviceable and, in many cases, unsafe. I assure the member for Swan 
Hills and the Mundaring Shire Council that at the completion of this program, I will be seeking Cabinet 
approval for the continuation of that equipment subsidy program, and I am sure Cabinet will continue to 
provide, or will increase, that support to those bush frre brigades in the important job they do. 

PULP MILL PROJECT, SOUTH WEST - WESFARMERS-BUNNINGS, COLLAPSE 

204. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Resources Development: 

I refer to the collapse of the Wesfarmers-Bunnings $450m pulp mill project in the south west of the State, 
and the companies' assertion that "the relatively high cost of power and wood are the main contributing 
factors". As the Minister responsible for power costs and for bringing three agreement Acts to the 
Parliament which reserved plantation timber for Japanese and Korean pulp producers, does he accept any 
responsibility for the collapse of this project? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

I am particularly disappointed that Wesfarmers and Bunnings have decided not to proceed with that 
project. However, in saying that, I acknowledge that about $1.5m was spent by the consortium, and I am 
satisfied that every possible action was taken to make the project viable. The feasibility work indicates that 
the project was technically viable and environmentally sound, but the rate of return was insufficient in the 
board's mind to justify the necessary investment Nevertheless, I do not think that this is the end of the 
story, as I am sure that all members of this House share a commitment to do more with our timber resource, 
both plantation and native forest. The project had a number of associated factors, but the reality is that the 
pulp price is extraordinarily volatile: Last October it was $1 000 a tonne and it is now $550 a tonne. 

Mr Ripper: The companies asserted that the main problem was the power and timber cost. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, but the pulp price is volatile. However, the trend is for increased demand and 
increasing pulp prices. Western Australia should and can have a pulp industry, and this view is supported 
by most people in the community. The consortium identified the costs of power and wood supply. 
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Following the deregulation of our gas market, although the power price quoted to the consortium by 
Western Power and by its own cogeneration project was very low by Western Australian standards, it is 
still not competitive with hydro power in a place like Canada. That is one of the dilemmas. 
Wood prices are also something of a dilemma. For a company making a financial decision, it is right for it 
to look at the opportunity cost of wood. That wood can be exported in chip form for a certain price. The 
strong demand for chip timber and the strong price increases the internal price to the company of that 
timber resource going into a pulp mill. The company and the State face somewhat of a dilemma. 

Mr Ripper: We have reserves of some timber for exports. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As the demand for chip goes up, to some extent it can undermine the internal rate of 
return of a pulp mill project. Could the member repeat the other part of the question? 

Mr Ripper: Do you accept any responsibility, given that under agreement Acts we have reserved timber for 
Japanese and Korean timber producers? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This pulp mill was to be based on at least 75 per cent plantation timber. Effectively 
that was Bunnings owned plantation timber and timber the company would purchase. I do not believe the 
granting of rights for plantation projects has in any way undermined this project 

Mr Ripper: Would that not have an effect on the price of timber? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No. It would make available a greater source of timber for a pulp mill project. The 
member mentioned Japanese and Korean companies. Although they can export timber, they can equally 
sell it to a pulp mill in Western Australia. The greater the resource of plantation timber in this State, 
whoever owns it, the greater the probability of our getting a viable value adding pulp mill project. 

MUMBAI, INDIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TRADE OFFICE 
ESTABLISHMENT 

205. Mr BOARD to the Minister for Commerce and Trade: 

In January this year the Western Australian Government, through the Department of Commerce and Trade, 
opened a trade office in Bombay, now known as Mumbai, India. Are we seeing any direct benefit to 
Western Australia as a result of that office? 

Mr COWAN replied: 

The answer is quite clearly yes. The Western Australian trade office established in Mumbai when we 
visited India in January has recorded on average more than 20 inquiries each week about opportunities for 
Indian businesses to expand their activities to Western Australia. We have had a corresponding number of 
inquiries from Western Australian businesses that have been referred by the Department of Commerce and 
Trade to the Mumbai office for the opportunity to capture export markets in India. In addition, I am very 
pleased to say that the office also assists with the representation of Western Australian firms at exhibitions 
being conducted in India. Finally the Federal Government has given a commitment that it will maintain the 
New Horizons program initiated by the previous Government. The Mumbai office will be coordinating 
Western Australia's participation in the New Horizons program in which Australia is promoted within 
India. That office will promote Western Australia as part of the overall New Horizons program. 

INDUSTRIAL LEGISLATION - NATIONAL PARTY POLICY 

206. Mrs Henderson to the Deputy Premier: 

(1) Is it National Party policy to support the proposed second wave of industrial reforms in an 
unamended form? 

(2) Has the Deputy Premier apologised to the Minister for Labour Relations for suggesting that 
elements of the package should be shelved and that the timing is impractical? 

(3) Is the Deputy Premier aware that today the Premier told journalists that he is confident that the 
legislation will be passed this year? 

(4) Finally will the Deputy Premier accept the Minister's advice that he should stop making public 
comments concerning matters about which he knows little? 

Mr COWAN replied: 

(1)-(4) I am quite sure that at some time during her ministerial career the member for Thornlie was asked 
questions to which she answered, "That is a matter for Cabinet to resolve." That is my answer - it 
is a matter for Cabinet to resolve. Nothing has changed over time! I am sure the member will 
understand that last year that industrial legislation was dealt with in another place, which resulted 
in our receiving a message that the other place was prepared to accept certain clauses in the 
legislation. This House acknowledged and agreed to that message. As a result, a great proportion 
of that legislation has been passed and given assent. In line with parliamentary procedure, those 
clauses not agreed to will be a matter for resolution after Cabinet has made a decision. 
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GUILDFORD - TRAFFIC STUDY ASSISTING HERITAGE VALUE 

207. Mrs PARKER to the Minister for Heritage: 

A little notice of this question has been given! The Minister was present at a recent meeting with me, Hon 
Derrick Tomlinson and Swan Shire Council officials to discuss a traffic study which included proposals for 
Guildford. How will the traffic study proposals assist in enhancing the heritage value of this historic town 
site? 

Mr LEWIS replied: 

I thank the member for th~ question, of which no notice was given. I recently attended a meeting with the 
Shire of Swan, the member for Helena and Hon Derrick Tomlinson specifically to examine ways and 
means of protecting that unique heritage fabric within the town of Guildford. Something must be done 
about the build-up of heavy traffic which has occurred over the years and which is degrading the heritage 
of that unique area. The shire has engaged consultants to examine the management of that traffic so that 
only the necessary traffic will pass through that town. That will mean that the bulk of the traffic will 
eventually use the arterial roads in that area. 

I compliment the member for Helena and Hon Derrick Tomlinson for their initiatives and the work they 
have done, and the Shire of Swan for its initiatives in considering ways of protecting and conserving that 
unique heritage area. 

MENTAL HEALTH - MILP ARRA, CLOSURE PLANS 

208. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 

Does the Health Department intend to close Milparra, an accommodation service for people with mental 
health illness? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

Not to my knowledge. I can make inquires to see whether there is any suggestion of this action somewhere 
along the line, although this is the first I have heard of it. As soon as I find out, as usual I will quickly get 
back to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr Ripper: This happens a lot. 

Mr PRINCE: My getting back to him quickly? 

Mr Ripper: Not having any knowledge. 

HOSPITALS - ROYAL PERTH 
Cleaning Contracts. Problems 

209. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Health: 

With reference to the Minister's denial that there are problems with the contract cleaning arrangements at 
Royal Perth Hospital - ' 

(1) Is it not the case that the contract cleaner dismissed its own site manager on 28 April because of a 
number of complaints from within the hospital? 

(2) Is it not the case that the contract cleaner was given until 15 May to improve his standards or he 
would be dismissed? 

(3) How can the Minister continue to mislead the Parliament and the public about this matter of great 
importance to users of Royal Perth Hospital? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

I thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition for the question, which is one of a series to do with cleaning at 
Royal Perth Hospital. 

(1)-(3) I reiterate the answers I have given to some of the previous questions. The cleaning of the clinical 
areas has not been contracted out and is still carried out by hospital staff. The cleaning of the 
general areas is handled by a private company. I have taken the opportunity on several visits to 
Royal Perth Hospital, including one last week, of walking through many of the general areas. I 
found them to be clean, They are as clean as one could expect, given the number of people who 
use the place. It is really quite extraordinary. 

Dr Gallop: They have had a huge number of people in there in the last two weeks covering up because of 
the matters I have raised in Parliament, unlike you as Minister. That is why. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr PRINCE: I am sure they will be as interested to hear that remark as they have been interested to hear 
all the rest of the remarks of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I am surprised he can show his face in 
the hospital. 
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Dr Gallop interjected. 

Mr PRINCE: As to whether people employed by a contractor were given notice or dismissed or otherwise, 
that is a matter between the contractor and the employees. 

Dr Gallop interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order for the first time the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr PRINCE: I will follow up on that and get the information to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 

Dr Gallop: You never follow up anything, Minister. You sit up there and do nothing. That is the trouble. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr PRINCE: I have got back to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition on just about every issue he has 
raised, when I have not had knowledge in the House. Every time I have got back to the Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition I have given him the answer. For him to tum round 180 degrees is the height of hypocrisy. 

STRATA TITLES - WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE 

210. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the Minister for Lands: 
I have had many calls from constituents about this issue. Will the Minister please clarify the legal position 
of owners of strata title properties who are being told by insurance companies they must pay $100 workers' 
compensation insurance as an inclusion in their strata insurance? 

Mr KIERATH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. All owners of property, if they have a worker on their 
property as defined by the Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation Act, need workers' compensation 
insurance. Strata companies are no different from any other property owner in the State. However, if an 
employed contracting firm has its own workers' compensation insurance, it is unnecessary for a strata 
company to have any. In most cases it would be wise for it to have some form of workers' compensation 
insurance. Strata companies should discuss that issue with their insurers. The problem comes when one 
owner employs someone and the person works on common property, such as external walls, the roof or any 
land, whether behind a fence or not That owner might think the property is his, but legally all owners are 
jointly liable if work is carried out on common property. This misunderstanding is one of the difficulties in 
this area. If the person working were injured, all the strata company owners would be liable for that 
personal injury. That has been the case since 1966. All that the 1995 Act did was simply draw attention to 
existing obligations. Automatic insurance is not required, other than that under the Workers' 
Compensation and Rehabilitation Act Owners are not obliged to use the one insurance company with 
which they are insured. They can use any insurance company from which they can get a deal. I am 
advised that a lot of insurance companies have a property insurance which also includes a component for 
workers' compensation and public liability. My advice to those people is to shop around. 


